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THERE is an indescribable pleasure in perusing the Letters of 
so many great and good Men, who have teen the pride and ornament 
of their Country. The gratification I have experienced in superintend- 
ing the impression of this Volume has been increased by the conviction, 
that the Manuscripts were the genuine production of the Parties whose 
signature they bear : nevertheless, the arrangement of them has been 
attended with some little trouble, the dates having been so frequently 
omitted. The first Letter in point of order is from Lord Wandesfor d^ 
but the next to it, which establishes its date^ was not received from 
Ireland till such time as the preceding ones were printed. The third 
Letter is Mr. Burke's ; and the fourth the debate that Mr. Flood has 
given in Letter IX, as, in the conclusion of it, Mr . Viaoov mentions 
his halving engaged a house for Lord Charlemoi^t and his family. 
The rest if the Letters follow, I believe, in their regular order. ' 

7%ere can be no doubt but the Public will justly appreciate these 
valuable Reliques, and Literature congratulate itself that they are not 
lost to the world. It was impossible to foresee to what number of pages 
they^would extend, otherwise they should have been printed in octavo 
size, which shall be done should they reach a second impression. — 
Mr. YhOQifs Speech on Parliamentary Reform is given as a test of 
his political talents, as the Ode may be considered a specimen if his 
poetical one. T. R. 
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A SHORT SKETCH 



OF 



wnm MViB 



OF 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY FLOOD. 



THE political character of tb€ late Right Honu Hbkey Floop stood 
30 high iu the estimation of his coi»itrjineD,.that for a le&gtb of time it 
waa expected some cotemporary fnejid, some associate in the discusfiion 
of the affairg of Irdandj, would have given to the Public a Memoir of 
his Life. 

The Publisher of the ensuing Letters, at the period Mr. Flood com- 
BObcnccd his Parliamentary career^ was too young to- make any observa* 
tions ; and, when capable of doing so, hta sitnationr and pursuits in life 
were so diametrically opposite to political interfcreBoey that although 
nearly connected with him, and in habits of free intercourse, he never 
bent his attention to the snlject, fmrther than, to admnre the exertion of 
those talents he possessed ; and, in common with others, express his 
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A SHORT SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF 

astonishment at the depth of his knowledge^ the acnteness of t)is rea- 
soning, and the energetic brilliancy of his language. It is to be lamented 
that it has fallen to the lot of a person so totaHy inadequate to the task, 
to touch upon the subject at all. It is, however, necessary to give an 
account how these Letters came into his possession, and his motives 
for so long delaying the publication of them, if he conceived them 
worthy of being committed to the press. 

Shortly after the death of Mr. Flood, which occurred at the close of 
the year 1791, one of his Executors, accompanied by the Agent of the 
deceased, occupied themselves for several days in destroying manu- 
scripts, without any examination. It was the good fortune of the 
Publisher to enter the room, and put a stop to the conflagration before 
the entire of them were destroyed. The Letters in question were 
among those saved, with some others which it is not thought advisable 
at present to disclose. They were taken to Lady Frances Flood : some 
of them she retained; but these Letters she gave to her relative, 
requesting that no use might be made of them while the parties con- 
cerned were in existence. He trusts he has fulfilled the confidence 
reposed in him, and, at the same time, given a satisfactory reason for 
having so long withheld from public view what he considers a literary 
aa well as a political curiosity. 

It now only remains to say a few words as to Mr. Flood himself. 
He was bom in 1731 : his father (Warden Flood) was for many years 
his Majesty's Solicitor General, and ultimately Lord Chief Justice of 
the King's Bench. He paid great attention to the education pf Henry, 
his eldest son ; and at a proper age entered him a Fellow Commoner in 
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Trinity. CoUi^e, Dnbliit, a rank whkhyin those days, was confined to 
such only whose poperty and fntare prospects in, Ufe afforded than the 
m^ans of movmg in the highest circles of ^ociet^. - The BUperiM^dant 
of bis stndies wajs Doctor Mai^kfafon, fonnerly Archbishop of York, 
with whoioi he retained the closest intimacy and friendship through 
life ; indeed, the Publisher has reason to say^ the recollection bf that 
friendship led the worthy Archbishop to extend his kindness to himself, 
many years after the decease of Mr. Flood. 

Mr. Flood*s capacity enabled him to reap the full advantage that 
might be expected under the care of such ft preceptor; and, when 
arrived at manhood, he was as remarkable for his personal masculine 
beauty as for his m^ital acquirements. How his robnst constitution, 
as well as his personal, beauty, came to be 'impaired axMl broken down, 
is unnecessary here to explain; but iixt result pras, a determination on 
the part of Mr. Flood to bend his entire pursuit to the eaceocise of his 
great powers in promoting the public service. 

In the year 1762 he connected himself with thcBeresfiird. family, by 
marrying Frances Maria, fifth daughter of Marcus first Earl of Tyrone, 
of that name : with her he obtained an an^le fortune for that day, and 
a highly respectable and powerful cdnnectk>n. ^loi coaflBaqvcnce of that 
c€mnectV>n, hi^ father setded on bimand his h^irs the graatcsr partof 
his ample. pt^Msrty, the whole of whieb ultimately! deroJ^TBd on him, 
under the will of his lttfai;r> by the 4eath of hk youngsr brother a few 
days before be tiame of age# ccsotpt somp > thonMndipounds^.-inHended atf 
a provision fcr his elder aster. This propi^ ^iteas..alitanil|ttdB -consif 
derablyinereased'by abequMtfinonthis.nnde, GfaarlesiFlodd* 

h 
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Lady Frances Flood was a woman of strong mental powers^ although 
little improved by cultivation ; and such was the respect Mr. Flood 
entertained for her, that he always consulted her on every transaction 
of importance in which he was engaged ; and^ at his death, left her the 
life use of his entire, estate, with full possession of his personal 
property. 

Mr. Flood did not engage in Parliament at so early a period of life 
as many of his cotemporaries. Before he entered into the discussion 
of the laws of his country, he endeavoured to obtain a thorough know- 
ledge of them; whatever fell from him, therefore, in the House, com- 
manded attention ; and such was the powerful interest he obtained over 
his hearers, that the Government of the country was glad to purchase 
his silence by the offer of any situation he might choose : he, at length, 
accepted the Vice-Treasurership ; and many of the Letters in this col- 
lection evince the feelings of those with whom he was in the habits of 
intimacy on that occasion. He held the situation upwards of ^ seven 
years ; and when he could no longer retain it consistently with his prin-* 
ciples, be resigned it. 

It would be a laborious task to follow Mr* Flood through his various 
Parliamentary struggles, both in England and Ireland. The hope of 
seeing an ample detail of his life from the pen of one who, from an 
intimate connection of many years, is fully qualified to satisfy the Public 
on that head, prevents, more being said, respecting that great man ; 
there is, however, one short anecdote which it is impossible to withhold, 
as it strongly marks the depth and tenacity of his mind. In the course 
of conversation he a8ke4 the Publisher his definition of a «ecre^: the 
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answer being giyen^ that a secret was a circumstance known only be- 
tween two persons^ his reply was^ ^^ No; you are wrong: it ceases to 
be a secret the moment it is known to any one bnt yourself •'' 

There is some satisfaction in rescuing the character of the late 
Edmund Burke from an obloqujr which has long rested on it. The 
intimate friendship which subsisted between him and Mr. Hamilton, 
who was Secretary at the period of the Duke of Northumberland's 
administration in Ireland, is well known : the cause of their alienation 
was never, until now, divulged; and although Mr. Burke*s reputation 
suffered much from having accepted a pension from Mr. Hamilton, the 
desperate fidelity (as Mr. Burke expresses himself) with which he 
adhered to what he considered the principles of honour, prevented him 
from publicly declaring what became of that pension. The first Letter 
in this collection explains that transaction, and completely refrites the 
assertions of some writers, that Mr. Burke had sold it, or ever reaped 
any advantage from it. 

JUNB 3; 1820. 
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ORIGINAL 

UNPUBIJiSttED €ORRESPONDENCE, 



^ To prevent any doubt of the Authenticity 
of these Letters, they will be kept in Mr. Rodd's 
possession for three Months, for the Inspection of 
any Gentleman who may wish to see them; after 
which time he will consider himself at liberty to 
dispose of them. 



employed with a proper atteniion io yourself; a point wluc!i I sbau 
always very tenderly consider^ in any application I make to my 
friendd. 

It 19 'very true, that there is an eternal mptnre between me and 
Hamilton, which was^ on my side, neither songht nor provoked: for 
thongh his coiidact in public afiairs has been for a long time directly 
contrary to my opinion^ very reproachfbl to Uimseli^ and extremely 
disgustfiil to me ; and thongh in private he has not justly fiilfilled one of 
his engagements to me, yeti was m tmeasy and awkward at coming to 
^ breach^ whei^ I had once a close and intimate friendship^ that I con- 
tiiihied with a kind of desperate fidelity to adhere io his cause and person ; 
and when I found him greatly disposedi^to quarrel with me^ I used such 
submissive measures as I never before could prevail on myself to use to 
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any man. The occasion of our difference was not qay act whatsoever 
on my part ; it was entirely npon his^ by a yolnntary but most insolent 
and intolerable demand^ amounting to no less than a claim of servitude 
during the whole course of my life^ without leaving me at any time a 
power either of getting forward with honour, or of retiring with tran- 
quillity. This was really and truly the substance of his demand upon 
me, to which I need not tell you that I refiised, with some degree of 
indignation, to submit. On this we ceased to see each other, or to 
correspond, a good while before you left London. He then commenced, 
through the intervention of others, a negociation with me, in which he 
shewed as much of meanness in his proposals as he had done of arrogance 
in his demands ; but as all these proposals were vitiated by the taint of 
that servitude with which they all were mixed, his negociation came to 
nothing. He grounded these monstrous claims (such as never were 
before heard of in this country) on that Pension, which he had procured 
for me through Col. Cunninghame, the late Primate, and Lord Halifax; 
for through all that series of persons this paltry business was contrived 
to pass. Now though I was sensible that I owed this Pension to the 
good will of the Primate, in a great degree, and though, if it had come 
from Hamilton's pocket ingti^jad ^hning derived from the Irish Treasury, 
I had earned it by a long and laborious attendance^ and might in any 
other than that unfortunate connection have got a much b^ter thing ; 
yet to get rid of him completely, and not to carry even a memorial of 
such a person about me, I offered to transmit it to his attorney in trust 
for him*. This offer he thought proper to accept. I beg pardon, my 
dear Floods for troubling you so long on a subject which ought not 
to employ a moment of your thoughts^ and never shall again employ a 
moment of mine. 

To your enquiry, concerning some propositions in a certain assembly 

* This elucidates a very material fact in the history of Mr. Burke, which none of 
his historians could account for. It shews his high sense of honour, and that it was 
neither former extravagance, as McCormick supposes/that led him to dispose of this' 
pension, but a manly independent spirit, that disdained to lie under the least servile 
obligation. — Ed. 
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of a natmre injnriotts to Ireland, since yonr departore. I know. nothing 
of that kind/ eiceept one attempt made by a Mr. Shifiher to lessen Uie 
nnmber of the Ports of Entry in Britain and Ireland, allowed for the 
trade of wool and woollen yam, of the growth of the latter country. 
Tliis attempt was grounded on the dfti^rpjuift iif the impurt of these com- 
modities from Ireland, which they rashly attributed to the great facility of 
the illicit transport of wool from Ireland to France by the indulgence of 
a number of Ports7 This idea, founded in an ignorance of the nature of 
the Irish trade, had weight with some persons ; but the decreased import 
of Irish wool and yam being accounted for, upon trae'and rational 
principles, in a short memorial delivered to Mr. Townshend, he saw at 
once into it with his usual sagacity ; and he has silenced this complaint, 
at least for this Session. Nothing else was done or meant, that I could 
discover, though I have not been inattentive ; and I am not without 
good hopes, that the menaces in the beginning of the Session will end, as 
they began, only in idle and impradent words. At least there is a strong 
probability that new men will come in, and not improbably with new . 
ideas. At this very instant, the causes productive of such a change are 
strongly at work. The Regency* bill has shewn such want of concert 
and want of capacity in the Ministers, such an inattention to thehonopr 
of the Crown, if not such a design against it, such imposition and sur- 
prise upon the King, and such a misrepresentation of the disposition of 
Parliament to the Spvereign, that there is no doubt that there is a 
fixed resolution to get rid of them all (unless perhaps of Grenville), 
but principally of the D. of Bedford : so that you will have much more 
reason to be surprised to find the Ministry standing by the end of next 
week, than to hear of their entire removal. Nothing but an intractable 
temper in your firiend Pitt can prevent a most admirable and lasting 



* For an account of the Regency' bill here spoken of, our readers may consult the 
16th vol. of Smollett's History of England, a volume not commonly met with/ as the 
whole impression is said to have been bought up by Lord North, and very few copies 
escaped. It was indeed the first attack of his Majesty's uqfortunate malady, but hap* 
piiy he got better, and the bill was dropped.— See likewise Adolphnii Hisiafy of 
JSnghmd.'^ED. 
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sjfitem from bet^ ppjt topd^h^^ v^ tl»s owiv. wiU «hfm Ir^edber pride 
or patriptnip be predominaBt 19 his chmraetfr ; i»t yoA m&y b6 aaanred 
he has it xk>w ia his ponder to coi^e ipto 1^ $«rvliBe of bis ccmiitrj upon 
any plan of politiics hs may choose to dictate^ with great add konomab^ 
tenns to himself) and to eiery friend he has In 4ihie world, and with 
such a stretdi of powei: as wijl be equal to eyery thing biit absolute despo- 
tism over tdti^ fian^ and kipgdom, A frwdsiys wiU shew whether he will 
take this part, or that of contipuiog oyi his.back at Hayes talking fus- 
tian, exclude from all mQ^istenal and incapiiblfe of idl parliamentary 
sendee. For his- gout is worsfs than ever, but his pride may disable 
him more than his gout. These matters so fill our imaginations here, 
that with our mob of ^ or 700Q Weavers who pursue the 'Ministry, 
and do not leave them qui^ or safety in their houses, we have little to 
think of other things. 

I will send you the new edition of l^wift's Posdmmous Works. 
I doubt you can hardly read this hand ; but it is very late. Mrs. Burke 
has been ill, and recovers bi^t slowly: sh^ desires her respects to you 
and Lady Frances. lulus is much obliged to you^ Will Burke always 
remembers you with affeption, a&d so does, my dear Flood, your 
most affectionate humble servant, 

18ffe May, 1765. £. Burkb. 

« 
JPray remember me to Langrishe, and. to Leland, and Bowden. Dr. 
Nugetit desires his complimentb to you in the strongest manner ; he 
has cpnoeived a tery high estoem fptr ybta. 
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LETTfiR n. 
Fhm LoftB CautLUfolnr^ 

iiomdrn^ Ja$i, 8^ 1766. 

AFTER a tedious passage of two long acnrvy nights^ and a tiresome 
journey through roads ahnost impracticable^ yesterday evetiing my ami- 
able fellow-traveller and I arrived safe and tolerably weE at this busy 
crowded metropolis ; and though the very few hours^ which have passed 
since my arrival, are by no means sufficient to have given me an- 
opportunity of Obtaining any distinct account of the very important 
business whidi is now transacting^ yet^ as I have already been informed 
of some interesting circumstances^ and that from very good authority, 
I cannot deny myself the pleasure of obeying your commands, by com- 
municating them to you,, however hastily and indistinctly. Mr. Pitt 
Has spokem several times : his first speech was qear two hours long. 
Heb^an by abusing the late Ministry, and in particular G. G — , who did 
not choose to answer him ; he then found fault with the present also, 
insinuating that they were under ill influences : / sen/ influencss m the 
plural, because I would not he understood to mean only that influence 
which is most suspected. By this he is supposed to have hinted at the 

too great influence of the D. of N . He then spoke to the American 

affair^ and boldly and distinctly declared that the act of taxation was 
illegal, that the colonies could only be taxed by their representatives^ 
and concluded by insisting that the act should be repealed as an illegal 
act. This produced a warm debate : the majority 'of the House seemed * 
to be of opmion that, if the tax were to be taken oflf, it should be done 
upon a supposition that it was too heavy for the colonies to bear, but 
the rescinding of the act should be accompanied by an explicit declara- 
tion of the right of taxation. Poor expedient ! The question of adjoum- 
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ment was pnt and carried. Yesterday, the debate was resumed, and Mr. 
Pitt declared it as his opinion^ thdty hy this illegal act, the original 
compact with the colonists was actually broken. This bold declaration 
seemed to displease the generality, and to alarm the whole House. 
Norton bounced up^ and furiously asserted that his allegation deserved no 
less than the Tower. To this Pitt answered only by a bough wough, 
and Norton retorted his bough wough. The Hoase again adjourned^ and 
this day all the papers relating to America are to be read : none but Men-* 
bers admitted. This important afiair is likely to be of long duration : the 
act will .probably be repealed^ but rather as oppressive than illegal. Thus 
have I given you all the intelligence I could as yet pick up : I wish it 
may.be intelligible to you, for I have written in such a hurry^ and with 
such a noise of talkers about me, that I hardly know what I am doing. 
Heavens, what a fellow is this Pitt! I had his bust before, but nothing 
less than. his statue shall content me now; yet bis conduct is in 
general blamed^ and the cry is^ that whatever may hereafter happen in 
America^ he is to be esteemed the author of it: this Norton asserted, and 
seemingly with the approbation, of the generality. Good night, my. 
dearest Flood; write to me, and believe me most sincerely your aflfection- 
ate friend. — My affectionate compliments to all our friends; they have, 
gotten a report here that the protest was not entered^ which I have 
pontradicted^ as I have many pther false reports. 
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LETTER in. 

London^ Hertford Street^ Piccadilly^ Jan. 13, 176f • 

JtJDGE of my disappointment, my deai'est Flood. Detained in Ire^ 
land by contrary winds for almost three weeks, in constant expectation of 
sailing every day, I had omitted answering yonr letters, and was of 
conrse dotibly anxions to see yon, in order to obviate any ill opinion you 
might have conceived of me from my apparent negligence. At length 
the wind served, and I Set oilt with a thoroagh confidence that I was 
travelling towards yon. Arrived in London, my first care wad to send to 
the St. James's Coflfee Honse. The answer was, that you were gone to 
Paris, but were expected back in a very few days, and the next morning I 
received your billet, with an acconnt of yottf having been obliged to set 
out for Ireland. I had expected the utmost pleasure in meeting you 
here. A thousand reasons concurred to render an interview necessary. 
I well knew that in our circamstances letters were likely to be but a 
poor resource ; indeed I hardly ever remember to have been more really 
disappointed; The unexpected absence of a beloved Mistress could 
scarcely have affected me more. I am afraid that this was almost the 
first time, that, in the object of my ardent expectations, the utile had 
been mixed with the dtdce, which could not fail to render my disap- 
pointment still more grievous to me. But now to your letters, for 
which, and for your kind confidence in me, ten thousand thanks. Your 
interview with the Patagopian has turned out pretty much as I expect- , 
ed. It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, or for i^ 
rich man to enter into the kiijgdom of Heaven, than for a politician to 

lay aside disguise, or for a M r here to think as we would with 

regard to our affairs. A great deal was no doubt to be expected 
from his peculiar character ; but that characters, even the highest, 
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almost always vary with a change in sitnationj^ the difference between this 
and yonr former conference is^ I thinks an incontestible proof. My 
disappointment of last year was no way infmor (o your*s at present. 
The hijghest and best founded esteem ; a long acquaintance ; nay, even 
a friendship between ns, made me entertain the most sanguine hopes. 

But my friend was a M r 1 Indeed, my dearest Flood, we must 

depend upon ourselyes alone. Firmness, as you well observe, may gain, 
or the wemtqfit lose every thing. I am, however, .extremely glad that 
yon have seen a^d i^ny^r^ed with him, and highly approve of every 
thin^ you said : his being made acquainted wi^ what I am prond to 
call our way of thinking, may be of the greatest advantage. As soon 
as he comes to Loudon, I shall be introduced to him, and, if we should 
ever have any conversation upon public matters, you may be swe that 
he shall perceive ihut you and I are unisons. Even without the assistanoe 
afforded me by your letter, I flatter myself that an exact similitude of 
principle and sentiment woiild have rewlered our discoorse nearly of the 
tame import; but our correspondence, which I be^ may be constantly 
continued^ will still farther aim and instruct me. I have been asked by 

several^ by B 1 amongst the re9t, whether it were true that you were 

to t^n^^erfa^e next winter in Ireland^ My constant answer is, that I 
know nothing about it, but tinat I was certain your political principles 
are unchanged and unchangeable. 

Hamilton has this instant been here ; I have just 90W been told, says 

he, that An sH- ^y has 4&aid that Lord B — 1— J has had a letter 

from Lord C -m, with m .account of an interview between him and 

Mr. Flood, in which the latter had in the handsoipest manner declared 

that he would support Lord B ^1*8 Government ;- in consequence of 

wl^ich declaration he was to be the first man provided for. My answer 
was> thait in the manner the story was told, I did nort ^ve credit to it ; 
that I thoi^ht it very likely that Flood might have seen Lord C ■ m ; 
tiiat he might, in the course of conversation, harve said that his influence 
in the administration made him hope £mr such measures as a man of 
principle might support, and that upon this probability the report was 
founded : bntthat I knew my friend too well to heUeve that he had ff^f 
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any declaration withont conditions and proper reservation. That I wished 
for the sake of my country that it might be true that he had so declared 
himself^ as I was very sure that, if he had done so, it mnst have been 
upon such conditions as would be highly advantageous to the public, 
the interest of which I was thoroughly convinced he would always pre- 
fer to his own. 

I have just now received you^V fhmi Cliester. What you miscal 
teazingy is to me the most flattering of all compliments : your confidence 
in ioe giv(E!S me the shicetest pleasure, principally because I am conscious 
lliat I am not totally undeserving of it ; for though I caja by no means 
answer for my head, I think I can be resppnsible for my hearts You 
may be sure that I shall conduct myself exactly according to your in- 
structions. I have called on Lord B — 1, but have not as yet seen him. 
If he should enter into any political conversation with me, I wiH 
immediately give you an account of it. If your uame should come in 
question, I shall speak my own thoughtsof you> which.will be^I am 
certain, just as you would wish. 

With regard to him I shall carefully follow your instructions. T ■ c 
is not yet come to town, prevented I suppose by the snow. Fvewel> my 
dearest, best of friends : pardon this incoherent letter^ which has been fifty 
times interrupted : I think we have a great deal to hope, and nothing to 
fear ; sudi is the ground we stand on. I shall enquire with regard to 
the seat in Parliament both for you and for myself. By the by» I do not 
think it amiss that it should be supposed here that . we both in- 
tend to come into Parliameirt. Once more fkiewel,. and beUeve me 
most sincerely your affectionate and faithful friend, and as firm in my 
principles as I am in my friendship. 



B 
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LETTER IV. 

t 

Prom Lord Charlemont< 

London, Jan. 29, 176^ // 

SINCE my last letter, my dearest Flood, nothing new has happened, 
excepting only that I have seen T e, and had with him a long con- 
versation. I frankly explained my sentiments to him, and 9aid every 
thing which I thought might contribute to confirm and to fortify him. 
The utmost reserve for the present, and a steady resolution to keep 
watchfully upon our guard, and to wait till events should elucidate the 
nature of the present system, and clearly demonstrate that real good 
was intended, were the points upon which I chiefly insisted. He seem- 
ed most readily to adopt my way of thinking, and assured me that his 
thoughts and intentions upon the subject exactly coincided with mine. 
Upon the whole I should hope that he may be depended upon, though, 

upon my mentioning P y, he seemed to be a little tender ; but in 

this perhaps I may be mistaken and over-curious. We dined together 

with Lord B 1, with whom I have not as yet had any particular 

conversation ; but after dinner T e and he had a very long confer- 
ence. This however was prior to my conversation with him, and I 
believe that nothing passed more than general hints of an utter 
aversion to jobs, a subject which is frequently and indeed affectedly 
introduced, and some general declarations of a desire and intention that 
interest should for the future be more dispersed. That this was the 
principal matter of their discourse^ I gather from what afterwards fell 
from T— e in our subsequent conference. The reports here had not 

a little alarmed me ; it was publicly said that J s was to be U ^r 

S y ; but this I now believe was a surmise without any foundation. 
Lord C m still continues ill at Bath, but is however better, and 
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daily expected. His presence here 3eems to be essentially necessary^ as^ 
to be snre^ never commanding officer was so nnfbrtnnate in his subal- 
terns. A few days since a motion wa^ made by G*- G--e that America ^ 
should, like Ireland^ support an establishment of its own. In the 

course of the debate C s T d, who was attacked upon the usual 

topic of inconsistency, endeavoured, according to his laudable custom^ 
to get himself out of the present scrape, and to defend himself against 
his. present antagonists without the least regard to his connexions. He 
declared himself still a firm advocate for the Stamp act ; laughed most 
unmercifully at the idea, absurd as he termed it, of any difierence 
between internal and external taxation; and even descended to the com- 
mon place topic of peerages, pensions, and reversions. Is not this amajs* 
ing? No I not from him: the division, however, was of thirty-rthree 
oidy. The East India affkir cuuies ou ne?^ Tuesday^ audit is generally 
imagined that there will be a compromiser I still think that, however 
miserably he is served. Lord O— iti will stand his ground, and, if he 
does, it may well be accounted miraculous : he is a Workman without 
tools ; a general without officers. 

Farewel, my dearest friend ; whenever any thing passes worthy of 
communication, either with, regard to matters here, or to our own more 
particular afiairs, I shall not fail to inform you of it; and if T^-^ — e 
should send you any accounts which it may be lawful to communicate^ 
as I think he is a likely man to be assailed, I should wish to be informed ; 
still, I repeat it, provided that you shall think it proper to conmiunicate 
such accounts. I am not a little embarrassed with regard to my dear 
friend Dr. Marlay; he has written to desire that I would recqmmend 

him to. Lord B 1 to be one of his chaplains. In the present crisis I 

cannot think it eligible or proper to ask any favour however slight ; and 
yet to refuse Dick, without being able fully to explain my reasons, is to 
me, who dote on him, a cursed alternative ! Write to me as soon as pos* 
sible, and send me your advice, Po you think this would be asking a 
favour ? would it be deemed so ? I shall yet resolve on nothing, but 
shall wait for your answer. In case you should deem it improper, tell me 
bow far I may explain my reasons. Would to heaven you were here! 
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Notaday pMset bat it brings m £redi demonstntioii how necessary your 
prescnoe would be. Hie detil take lA lawsuits! 

Since I wrote the aboTe> Ireoerredyour'sof tbe^Oth^whidbhasgiven 
»e the sineerest pleasure, as it brings with it a fresh instance of your 
kfaid confidence in me. The inclosed is, I think, estremely proper; and 
diongb, from what I know of your usudi accuracy, I can scarcely per- 
suade myself that it was absolutdy necessary, I am glad however you 
wrote it, as it may produce some farther cxplanatioas in the answer 
whieh I think it likely you will recdve. I hare just now seen T c, 
who tells me that it is true that J ■ o has been appointed S y , 
though without any the least interposition on his part. On his first ar- 
rival in London, J~-«h9 surprised him by asking if he had any objection 
to his accepting of the place. He still continues to talk as we would 
wish, and told me that his long discourse with Lord B ■ 1 was in rela-* 
tion to his brother's aflidr with the P - c, who has, I think, acted most 
unhandsomely; but of this he probably will send you an account. You 
mention nothing of your having received my last letter from London, 
which gives me some uneasiness, as I should be very sorry that any of 
our letters were lost. I confess that I don't much like this afiair of 
J >*s : you will easily judge of the natural consequCTces of it with re- 
gard to public rq>ort; and in case of a necessity, there is, I fear, at 
least a man lost, and that too of a party which ought to be united. In' 
these circumstances even a vow ^iprelerea mhU is of some importance. 
Farewel, my best of fiiends : let us ever keep up that true and firm 
foundation of friendship, the idem ^eite atque idem nolle ; and, while 
there are yet two who prefrr the public interest to their own, I will not 
despair of the Republic. Let me hear from you as soon as possible. 
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LETTER V. 
Fnmi Lord Chaslemont to Mr. Flood. 

London, Thursday, March IS^ 176^.7 

lUE pleasure I leceiYe from your Letters, my dearest Fkiod^ which 
would otherwise be as perfioct and as entire as my firiendsfaip and 
Ktgud foryon^ is not a little alloyed and diminished by the disagreeable 
acoQimts they too often eontain of the very precaribna state of your health. 
For Heayen's sake, what should sickness have to do with yon ? Can she 
then extend her balefhl infinenoe over the spirits ? for snrely other- 
wise yoB, who are 4iU soul^ ooold never be liable to her attacks ! Are 
there not enon^ of those> whose aonls^ as well as their bodies^ seem to 
bemonlded of day> and who ongfat therefore to be whoUy and entirely 
anbject to her coracd domlpaflon? Over jroch let her extend her tyranny^ 
and Heaven knows Ihat her empire will be sufficiently ^tensive, indeed 
almost nniversal; but let the £ew spirits that yet remain nnadnlterate 
and nmnixed with die dross of matter be^ as they ought to be (if aU be 
tme which we are bonnd to bdieve) free from her hated despotism. 
Bat spirit will in the end triumph^ and mnst remain si:qMmor to all her 
lawless efixts ; and therefore I will lay aside my fears with regard to 
yon» and proceed to thank ytou for yonr last kind lett^^ which if orded 
me the highest satisfaction, by infnming me of yonr glorious persev^^ 
anoe in what I am proud to call onr common canse^ and of Lord 
Tyrone's deserved ancoess. I oonld readily have believed almost any 
thing of the complete and nnalterable servility of my worthy brethren, 
yet this last instance ontdoes all the rest, and, had it been reported of 
any other body at men, wonld indeed have been scarcely credible. 
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That men on this side of the water should he hlinded hy the dazzling 
h'ght of Court sunshine, however extraordinary, is not out of nature ; 
but that a m(m/A/icZo/*moon^Ame, for such, alas, is the dim reflected 
lustre of our secondary Court, should be able thus to dazzle and to 
blind, is indeed wonderful, and argues the most extreme weakness of 
sight. But no more of them: in truth, they are not worth talking of. 
Since I last wrote, I have been present at another excellent debate 
in the H — e of L — s, where the L — s C — and M — again displayed 
their talents in the most masterly manner. The C — s had sent up two 
bills, one a declaration of Right, and the other a bill of Repeal. The Srst 
of these was the subject of debate, and after several others had spoken 

to it (among the rest S — e rather tedious and trifling) Lord C- ^m 

rose, and began by saying that ^^ the House must pardon him, if, though 
he had before taken up so much of their time upon this subject^ he should 
again trouble them upon it, as perhaps this might be the last time when 
it would be lawful for him freely to deliver his sentiments, since, when 
once the bill should have passed into a Law, lie should think himself 
obliged to acquiesce in the same manner as he should believe himself 
bound to draw his sword in his country's cause, even though the quarrd 
might appear to him unjust: besides, the arguments urged against him 
by the learned L — d in a former dehate. wci^ hf Hiirh weight, and came 
from so very a respectable antagonist, that he should have thought it 
irreverent and unbecoming to have attempted to answer them offhand, 
and without the most mature reflection^ and the strictest and most labori- 
ous search and study/' I will even frankly confess that I was in some 
points staggered in my opinion, for such is the power of his eloquence that 
even truth itself can hardly stand against it ; and I now find myself the 
more confirmed in my former sentiments, since, upon mature considera- 
tion, even his arguments have not been able to prevail against them. 
He then laid it down as a Principle that the people, though they trusted 
the Legislature with every other authority in the most unlimitied manner, 
never gave up the dominion over their purse. He laughed at the notion 
of virtual representation. If England were not properly represented, 
the Representation ought to be aniended, Th^ sage advice of Machiayel 
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mnflt one day be pnrsaed, and the Constitution brought back to its first 
principles. People however are apt to mistake the nature of Represent^ 
ation> which is not of person but of property ; and in this light, there is 
scarcely a blade of grass which is not represented. He next pro^ 
ceeded regularly to invalidate all that Lord M — had replied to his former 
assertions with regard to the immunities of the Clergy. Wales^ the 
connty Palatine^ Calais, and Ireland, produced. new proofs, and un- 
ravelled the sophistry of his antagonist. The learned Lord in the former 
debate qnoted an Act of Parliament from Rastal's Statutes, the tenour 
of which was directly contradictory to my opinion ; and, had snch an 
act existed, I must have confessed myself in the wrong. This was 
indeed the most irrefragable of all his arguments ; but I. recollected no 
such act, and upon the strictest search none such is to be found. Here 
was indeed a palpable hit, for the truth is, that Lord M— * had snpposed 
the act, which, however extraordinary it may appear, is, it seems, not 
an uncommon practice with him, nor did he attempt in this matter to 

ntter a syllable in his defence. Loisd C next appealed in support of 

his argument to that reason, that divine rule of right, which is engrav- 
ed by the hand of God in every man's breast; quoted the authority of Mr. 
Locke, to whom, he said, our present liberties were in a great measure 
due for the glorious Revolntion^ though the slavish party was subdued 
by a superior force, their bodies only submitted, till that great man and 
virtuous citizen, by the invincible power of truth, subdued ibeir minds. 
I, concluded he, however my opinion may be that of a few, am frilly 
contentied, since my sentiments are those of Locke, of Sidney, and of 
another great man, who, when no longer among us, will most certainly 
rank with the foremost of these patriotic heroes. Lord M now rose 
to reply ; began by complaining that his unpremeditated answer should 
be replied to so very late> and after so much, time spent in reflection and 
study. This tardy rejoiqder was like words in Nova Zembla, which 
were produced by a thaw long after their import had been out of season. 
He then endeavoured to invalidate the fresh proofs brought by Lord 

C y and argued with the grei^test ingenuity, and the most subtle 

sophistry. But indeed^ my dear Flood, I must stop here, for I am 
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reaUy tired ; besides^ I do not so well recoUeeC Lof d I tf ' ■ * i BrgaatentH 
as those of his Antagonut^ and that foruiaiiy good reasons t becanse 
they did not to me caiiry contietion irith tb^in^ bdcaose sophistry is not 
so easily traced and rcooUected as plain and strong reasonihg, and 
because my attention was more fixed by C than by M— — , fipbto a 
d^ee cf partiality and prejudice in his faTonr whiefa I am hy too means 
ashamed to confess* There never was a bett^ fight; each of them sp^e 
thrice ; bolh as^ ebqisent and as ingenions as possible^ bnt in toy opinion 
the yktory m ai^gidnent remained with Lord C^*-^*^-^. The bill was 
however eommitked withont a diirigton* Fcv me to attempt a com^ 
parison between these two great men^ wcmld be rnnch too hardy aA 
enterprise. In all the parts of Oratory they are^ I ^tmky nearly eqnal; 
though they whd pt etend to be unpfejodiced (wUch I am proud to say 

I am not) may perhi^ think tbkt M- in his speaking has more of 

the Orator^ though all wiM atkyw that C has^ eren in his manner, 

more of the jgood Citizen and virtdoilS Man. iThe one seems always^ to 
speak from ckinviction, and more ircMm his htort than his head. The 
general good of mankind seems to be his particular intereM, and the 
warm& of his zeal persuades as mveiA as the strength of his argument t 
the oth» apparently speaks ibr a party, and hantngues as if his canM 

were not his own, but merely his Cfient'^. T..ord M — *& manneir serins 

to command your attention^ and to order yon to be convinced, under the 
penalty of passing for a fool. Lord C intreats you f o listei^ to him, 
a request which it is impossible to refuse, and sues to you to be con* 
vinced for your own good. M can never divest himself of the 

Lawyer ; he speaks as if he were fee^d : tior is his manner^ though excel* 
lent, void of the Bar cant. C is the poUte gendeman without cant, 

or Ae smallest degree of affectation, and seems to deliver his sentimenrts 
for no other reason than that he thinks himself m ihe right, and that It is 

his duty to persuade others to think as he does« M' , in short, seems 

to persuade for his own advantage; C ■ for that of his audience ; the 
one commands your admiration, the other gains your love. M ' ' is 
strong in sophistry, and puzries you out of your senses ; C— — is as 
strong in miravellmg that sophistry; and you thank him for restoring 
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you to your reason : but [ havd foolishly and unwittingly undertaken a 
task which I cannot accomplish ; I will therefore leave it^ and proceed to 

tell you that Lord E 1 in this debate made a very considerable figure ; 

he spoke long, learnedly, and ingeniously. With regard to the Right 
his sentiment was new, and I think ingenious. ^^It isnot,*' said he, '^tobe 
doubted but that there exists in every Government, however extended, a 
power supreme, absolute, and unlimited; but this power may upon 
some former occasion have delegated to other subordinate powers a 
part of itself; in which case, time will give to these subordinate powers 
a right of prescription, nor can the Supreme recal its gift, excepting 
only on the utmost emergency." This seems to be a doctrine new, ingeni- 
ous, and conciliating. Tuesday the Act of Repeal received a second 
reading, and there was a long debate upon the commitment, where my 
health would not allow me to be present : it was carried by a majority 
of thirty-four, twelve of which were independent of Proxies, so that the 
Ministry is sure of carrying it in the Committee, where Proxies do not 
operate. The Minority declared their intention of protesting, and the 
protest is to be drawn up by Lord L p-^-ru. 
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LETTER Vf . 

From Ma. Flood to the Right Hon. W. Pitt. 

I KNOW not how to apologue for this address^ except I may be 
allowed to offet* in <exc«ii»e the nature of its subject^ and the ardour of that 
admiratioti wliich I feel for the viitxies^ and for the abilities of tibe 
person to whom it is directed. Having had the honour to have been 
introdoGed to your loiowledge last winter by a letter from Lord 
GyandiBon^ and having thai in a amversation, whi<^ I shall ever reflect 
upon with pride^ heard you declare your sentiments upon the particukr 
propriety of a Militia Law in this country^ I determined to take the 
first opportunity of endeavouring to digest a Bill upon that subject^ 
founded on that law^ which England owes to your wise and patriot 
perseverance, so far as it seemed capable of being adapted to this 
kingdom, and have obtained leave from the House of Commons 
accordingly to prepare such a bill. It is unnecessary for me to say, 
that I should esteem it the greatest honour and felicity of my life, if, 
amidst the important concerns in which you are engaged, you would 
permit me, when the bill is printed, to lay at your feet this humble 
attempt, to which I have been excited by a love for my country, and a 
reverence for your great example. Far be from me the extravagance 
to imagine that it could merit your minute consideration ; but if by the 
glance of a superior genius you should perceive that there was nothing 
impracticable in it, it might perhaps induce an inquiry into its fate, if it 
should be transmitted to England^ and procure its return to this country, 
if it should not be unworthy of it. Upon this principle it is that I 
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have preQumed BO for ; bappy if her^ or any where^ I could hwe a thart 
in promoting those wis^ and public apirited €»idea¥Owa^ which haFo n 
deaervedly endeared and dignified your name. J ha^e^ Sir, the hanour 
to remain with the profonndest respect, your mo6t homUe attd mmrt 
obedient servant, 

H. F. 



LETTER VII. 

Earl of Chatham to H. Flood, Esq. 

Sir, 
THE honour of your most obliging remembrance reached me 
just as I was leaving Bath, since which time, much gout, and 
some business in the House of Commons, have left me but little in 
condition to write : it is with great satisfaction that I now beg leaye to 
express, though late, the true sense I have of the very flattering senti- 
ments you are so good, Sir, to entertain on the subject of one, who 
recals with particular pleasure the conyersation with which you 
honoured him at Hayes, on some matters relating to the country where 
you are, whose welfare every thinking Englishman will ever consider 
as his own. My wishes in general on this head are very sincere, and 
my sense of the utility of an effectual Militia very strong. Zeal without 
knowledge, or with quite an inadequate one, concerning many particu- 
lars of essential importance in a consideration of this nature, might 
greatly mislead me, were I to hazard a judgment how &r the Militia 
Laws of England would, vrith propriety and effect, apply to Ireland. 
In this circumstance I must only respect and applaud the attempts, 

c2 
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always open to form upon proper grounds, a final judgment with 
regard to so important an object. I will only add, that I esteem my- 
self fortunate in receiving so favourable a mark of your opinion, and 
that. I beg yon will be persuaded of the true esteem and consideration 
with which I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

William Pitt. 
HayeSy March 15, 1766. 



Note from Lord Chatham. Ja>i\V^ 



Lord Chatham, who is just returned to Bath, presents his 
compliments to Mr. Flood, and will be very glad of the honour of 
seeing him to-morrow evening at seven o'clock, if that hour be con- 
venient to Mr. Flood. 
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LETTER VIII. 

From Mr. Flood to Lord Chatham. Je:v^3i|7^7 

Saturday Evening. 

EVER since I had the honoar to pay my respects to your Lordship 
at Bath, I have continued to labour under a severe feverish disorder, 
which at that time lay so heavy on me, that I am conscious I was 
wholly incapable of explaining myself with any degree of exactness or 
propriety. I wished to have acquainted your Lordship with the senti* 
ments of some Gentlemen, who have done me more honour than I 
deserve in permitting me to do so, and to whom therefore I think 
myself responsible ; on which consideration alone I presumed to trouble 
your Lordship with any such explanation. But as I am sensible that^ 
in the state in which I then was^ I must have been wholly unequal to 
so delicate a task, I think it my duty to express my sense of it to 
your Lordship, inasmuch as I should not wish, by so imperfect a detail, 
to be the possible instrument of the smallest misconception, either as to 
men or things, with respect to any person, and, least of all, with respect 
to that person, for whom I have the highest reverence. 
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LETTER IX. 

From H. Flood, Esq. to Lord Charlemont. 

OPPOSITION began with Lord Suffolk : it was nrged that the 
matter tr^ted of being illegal, a bill of Indemnity would be necessa- 
I'y to indemnify the persons concerned, and the Constitution. It was 
added that Pariiam^t might and ought to have been called sooner, and 
that, if it had, perhaps this illegal act might have been avoided. Lord 
Cii«.....^tn (who began with a very eloquent description of his feelings, 
from the ttew situation in which he spoke, in an unaccustomed place, 
before the most knowing in the taws, in the presence of the hereditary 
legislators of the Realm, whilst he could not look upon the Throne 
without remembering that it had just been filled by Majesty, and by all 
the tender virtues which encompass it) allowed that it was physically 
possible to have called the Parliament a fortnight or three weeks sooner, 
consistently with the order of Prorogation subsisting at the time when 
the alarm was first suggested; but that this, instead of being of service, 
would have been detrimental, for that it would have deprived the 
Country, in the very article of danger, of the presence of the principal 
persons of it, whose authority had been of so much weight in suppress^ 
ing those tumults. That this was the fact certainly; and though it 
could not be pretended that this was exactly foreseen, yet we could not 
but rejoice that nothing was done to deprive the country of such an 
effectual interposition : that Parliament now met earlier than usual, 
and that it was not in itself desirable to hurry away upon every rumour 
all the principal persons of the nation from every extremity of the 
kingdom, and to crowd them into the metropolis ; that such a conduct 
would be a mark of weakness and temerity, especially in a country in 
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which sodden distresses are so liaUe to be created and aggravated 
ehiier from laciatire news, or from a fiictioas spirit: that had he 
adrised the caUtng of Parliament upon the first iotelligence he raceiyed 
(which was bat a soggestion of apprdhended scarcity, and conid be no 
more, as the harvest was not threshed ont or known), he would jnstly 
have been censnred for the alarm to liie pnblic, and the incooYenience 
to individuals, which a precipitate convention of Parliament mnst have 
occasioned ; a step which would hare created an imaginary scarcity, 
though a real one had not existed. That these considerations deter-* 
mined his Majesty, with the advice of his Council, to issue that order of 
Prorogation mnler which Parliament now met ; that under tlie former 
Prorogation Parliament could not meet consistently widi usage, for that 
it was always U9nal in llie last Proclamation of Prorogation preceding 
the Session to declare the Parliament to be prorogued to a certain day, 
then to meet for the dispatch of busineus,-^<i material notification not 
inserted in the former, because it was not decided to meet ifaen. 
That a new Prorogation therefore was necessary, and that the uaage 
was never to give less than finely days notice* That this was a very sh* 
lutaiy custom, and that nothing could be so perilous as sudden and 
surrq^titions conventkins of Parliament. Hiat it might well beconsi** 
dered as ^fte law of usage and of Pariiament, though not pednps of 
the land, that not less dian forty days notice shoidd be given. That 
therefore the Prorogation could not propeiiy have been for less dun forty 
day9. That indeed Pariiamewt was by this last Proclamatkm prorogued 
for somewhat more than forty 4ays ; but that diis was done when only a 
surmise of scarcity had been suggested before die threshing out of die 
harvest, and whilst die danger had <mly been talked of, not expected. 
That it was some time after d«s Prorogation before die conjecture of 
scarcity was verified, and die riots began ; and that then the time fiir 
meeting of Parliament was puUidy fixed, and the interval could not 
be shortened except by calling Pai^liament suddenly, contrary to Proelar 
mation, and widi a stretch of power, and a precedent infinitely more 
dangerous tban the delay of their Meeting, and the issuing of thecmbar^ 
go. That this indeed was so illegal, ihat the Legislature iiad dionght 
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it necessary, by a particular clause in the Militia bill, to empower the 
Crown to call Parliament, in the particular cases of actual invasion or re- 
bellion, in fourteen days, notwithstanding any Prorogation to thecontrary. 
That this delay therefore arising from Parliament's being prorogued for 
somewhat more than forty days was notfaulty at the time, no danger 
being in probable expectation then which could require an earlier meeting ; 
that after the proclamation the delay was unavoidable, and that, in fact, 
it was so far from being detrimental, that it had been advantageous, 
He ridiculed the stress which had been laid upon the possibility of 
calling Parlianients 14 or 16 days sooner, and of setting every Member of 
Parliament in the kingdom upon a horse to ride post up to London; apd 
having thus defended the time of calling the Parliament, he proceeded to 
defend the issuing of the Embargo during the interval of Parliament by 
regal authority, as an act of power y justifiable before Parliament on the 
ground of necessity ; and read a paragraph of Mr, Locke to shew, that 
though it was not strictly speaking legal, yet that it was right in the 
opinion of that great friend of liberty, that constitutional Philosopher 
and liberal Statesman. Had it ended here it would have been well ; 
but Lord N-^gt— ru insisted on the legality of the embargo, and that 
the Crown had a right in cases of necessity to interpose ev^n against 
positive Act of Parliament, and that such interposition wap not only 
justifiable, but legal. He said he was no patron of the people, and 

used something like sarcasm towards Lord Ch ^m ; I should have 

said, solecism, you know. He challenged any lawyer to contradict him. 
Lord M— ^ for the first time, on the side of the Constitution, rose 
up ; but good as his ground was, he was afrfiid to tread upon it. As 
actions had been commenced against the persons who had carried iqto 
execution the order of Embargo, he said he was restrained by prudence 
from delivering an opinion as to a matter which was likely to come judi- 
cally before him ; but that either it was legal, or was not : if the former, 
the act was unexceptionable in evisry light ; if the latter, it was justified 
by necessity. He wished therefore no opposition to the Address, because, 
in whatever view, the measure w^s to be approved. If the matter cam^ 
into legal question, lie said th^t it woukl branch into two points, one qf 
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common the other of statute law, viz., Istj^ whether the Crown had in any 
case a right to lay an embargo in time of peace : 2d, whether in the 
pardcnlar case of com, inasmuch as, by a statute of Charles II, I think 
all persons, natives or aliens, were expressly empowered to export com. 
It was to be collected from his manner that he thought the Crown had 
not the power in either. Lord N — g — ^n had mentioned the addresses 
of Parliament, since the revolution to the Crown, during the imposition 
of embargoes in some cases, as a presumptive proof that they thought it 
not illegal, for if they had, said he, they must have known that their 
addresses would not have made it legal ; a weak argument indeed ! for 
knowing it to be illegal, they might think it necessary, and as such 
advise it; and if it were confessed to be illegal. Ministry might wish 
to have the previous justification of Parliament, rather than, the subse* 
quent (in trath, as Parliament was sitting, without such a previous 
step, they could not have been subsequently justified) ; whereas if it had 
been thought legal, they probably might have opposed such addresses as 
implying that the Crown was negligent of its duty, and then, those ad- 
dresses would probably not have passed. The passing therefore of those 
addresses is rather a presumption of the illegality of the act, than of the 
contrary ; for as Parliament was sitting, if the act were illegal, these 
addresses seem to have been necessary to Administration; whereas if it 
were legal they certainly were not so, and therefore the passing of these 
addresses (if not carried against Administration, which never was sup- 
posed) is a better proof or a stronger presumption of illegality than 
the; contrary, just in so much as necessity^ or at least the approach to it, 
was a stronger motive for Administration to wish them, than the total 
absence of necessity. Lord M d mentioned that argument of 

Lord N — ^g — ^n*s, but did not examine it He left him in possession 
of the implication he had assumed to himself from it, but mentioned 
that before the Revolution the statutes authorising the exportation of 
com, always by a particular clause, gave the CrowD a power of stopping 
the exportation, whereas the laws of that kind since the Revolution 
have not given that clause. He left his hearers to draw, this inference^ 
that the former laws shew that the Crown was not supposed to have the 

D 
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power in itself; that therefore before the Revolution^ whilst they thought 
audi a power eligible^ tfaey found ft necessary to give it by a particolar 
clause ; and that since the Revolution^ by the omission of that clanse, it 
is to be presiuned that they thought it dangerons to be given. He said 
that something ought to be done to pnt an end to question on that sub- 
ject ; not to indemnify the Council^ or the great Officers of State, be said 
he thought nothing of that, but to prevent suits against the persons con-^ 
cemed in the execution of the onier. And at length he asserted the 
want of power in the Crown fai plain terms, thou^, when charged with 
it by Lord C-**— en, he denied his having said so. He was accurate, 
and able, and almost eloquent, but the character of the man defeated his 
capacity ; for with the most popuhu" and constitutional ground under 
bis feet, and Lord C — ^-en <m dia contrary, he was afraid to speak out* 
He relinquished efficacy for insinuation and force for management. 
Both the men were misplaced; the artifice and almost chicanery of 

LordM— -— U was suited to Lord C o n*s ground, and the simplicity, 

frankness, and warmth of Lord C <n ft wouldhave become Lord M-^*s 

aitoation. Thuis the nature of these two men, wise and great as they 
are, prevailed over their judgments, and the one could not rise, nov 

oottid the other fall to his condition. Lord C en supported Lord 

N— g^— n's tenet ; I griere to say it, and I cannot dwell upon it. He 
is always eloquent, for he always feels, and he made the worse appear 
the better cause. This tenet made a prodigious noise. I ought to have 
remembered that after Lords N--^-^n and C e n had spoken. Lord 
C b ■ ■■ m spoke again, and concluded with calling the embargo an act of 
power, sudi I still think it, said he, justified hy necessity, and with 
referring himself to the judgment of Parliament. Lord Spencer, I saw, 
moved the address ; he was inaudible. Lord Hill^^^^-'-^h seconded the 
address, and what he said was a bad opposition to it. Lord Suffolk 
did it much more favour by opposing it; he spoke pompous nothings. 

Lord Shel— •— ne was better, and the Duke of G r on worse Aan 

I expected. Lord Lytt— — n was reasonable, and Lord T l e as bad 

as he could be. I have mentioned that this doctrine made much noise, 
but, as Lord Ch-~^m had kept clear of it, it would have died, if 
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Beck— xd liail opt revrried it m twa day«a£teria tb^H^s^flfCaiiih 
xnoQs in j»ore o&ouiive irorda^ by sayiog that thii^ Crown bad in cg^s c^ 
neceisity a ppwer ta dUpeme wkh W«. TbAa> wbii^ at aiwHlKir ti«^ 
ironU bave betu ]Mgh«d oat of the Houib^ becaa»e pemm9# tbomgb 

jspoken by such a scattering tman» G. C r li e took liown i^ vords^; 

they were conderaued by emery body. The ioctrj^e i^ the IUomU wH 
meatioaed with very s(swere Btnctures^ aad Mx. g -- - "I 'd wapobl^^ tp 
explain by a x^tractiaa aad C0iitiradi0tion in §^ pf what be b^id aai#, 
which remains in the j<Hiraals. Hiis !vas a iriiimph to G. G**^«*t^; 
be oi^ed that a hill nf indemnity* was fwtiber nepe9#ary to ^empiify 

the advisers as wdl as the actors unda: that mdfr- General C on . ' y 

a^eed in candemniqg thedoctrine, but did npt aeem t0 think th»t k 
was necessary to indemnify the advisers. He nn^ved for leayi^ to 
bring in a biU to indemnify the persoof acting under itbe 4wsder<. 1^9^ 
Cbr- — ^m» like himsdlf, on hearis^ tiiiia affair desured ib^ biU to Ue 
made as strong as possible, mi to h^ «ad»Bd^ tQ the dAvket^f qpd to 
he made declaratory as well as mdemnifying. It has hem thuf Iram^ 
accordingly^ and is Inxnight in; bnt it is still tho^igbt iba^ Mr.G"''<*-'<41e 
will :o&r amendments^ and keq> the bsU An JfoojL 

All this affair^ aggravsted by tbe mnltitnde irf private disqantfPAs 
which mmf^ed with k, |)irodnced a fement^ land enconrs^ged ^ tJUe 
l^arties that are unsatisfied to join against L<3^<3i^^«**^il»<onT^ 
iaat. Beckford was chosira by hu% not lucidly ^it ^hwld seem^ tP 
make a motion for examining into the state of the Sust India Cpi^^ift- 
ny. This motion cotntained tensive Jinatter, and w^ lodSamiKciy 
introduced : our friend B — i:ke ros(e first in opposition, a^d ap^Mtted 
himself very honourably* Yorkp, G. (&enviUe^ Tbnrloe^ l^gby, 
Dowdesii^el]^ Wedderhmn, all jqined* Ch. Tonvnaibend ^ti^d the 
matter quite new^ disclaimed aJfl .the p&nsi.iie parti^ and made a v^«ry 
artftd, 420ficiliatin^ able, and ^cjuent i|>eech. Barr^^ Conway, the 
Attorney Geufiral^ the Master oiXhe Rdls^ Hans Stanley^ &c., apoke in 
favcfnr cf the general ground of the mplion ; upon the whole, however, 

opponents were more successful upon tibe whole, though no one person 
near Townshend. He is the orator; the rest are spesd^ers. I have 
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heard him frequently this time, and always well: one remaikable speech 
of his I missed^ but I went to see him the day after (he was so good 
as to introduce himself to me a few days before): I lamented the loss I 
had sustained by my absence, and he remedied it by speaking excellently 
on the same subject to me in his room. At half an hour after eleven 
the question was carried in favour of the resolution, amended by 

Conway, by 129 to 76. The Bed— ds, R— g— m, P— t— nd, Dev , 

T — ^ple, Gr — ^lle, Y — rkes, and the friends of the Company all united. 
Some of Lord B — ^te's were against Administration, some went away, 

and Osw— d and Ell — ^tt were silent. Ham on voted with the 

minority, but did not speak. This day the Duke of P — ^t — ^nd resigned, , 
and Lords Scarb gh, Bes— gh and Monson^ as I hear and believe cer- 
tainly. Lord Hertford took possession this day of the Duke of P — t — nd*s 
staff: resignations will spread wide, it is said, and who is to come in, or 
whether any administration can be fixed, is unknown ; four or five days 
ago Lord Edgcombe was dismissed, and Jack Shelly put into his place. 
This offended. Lord C h m has refused all explanations upon the 
subject, it is said ; complains that there' is nothing but faction round him, 
and seems determined to go on unmoved, and to break through it, or 
fall ; the scheme, however, as to the East India Company, seems from its 
unlucky beginning to be hurt. Their revenue is ^^4,000,000 a year, 
it is said, and the territory, which they claim, immense. One of Lord 

Ch m's schemes, it seems, was to make some compromise with 

them that might bring relief to the public, and, as Townshend stated 
the matter, it should seem that it might be done upon equitable terms. 
Whether any thing can be done now, is doubtful. I need not say I 
have tired you; I haye tired myself. The post is just going out, and I 
have not time, if I had fortitude, to begin an account of all this to 
Beresford. I beg therefore you will be so good, after you have read it, 
to send it to him. *Your house is ready ; would you were here ! Be-» 
lieve me to be, my dear Lord, your most affectionately, &c« 

Excuse every thing. H. F. 

* This letter, without date, appears to be written by H. Flood, Esq. before Lord 
CharlemoDt's arriral in town : it is paged No. I, &c., by H. F. himself. The cou)^ 
mencement of it probably relating to private ipatters, he kept no copy of. 
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LETTER X. 

My dearest Flood, 
THOUGH I .must freely confess that I have been and still am not 
only astonished but greatly alarmed by this precipitate and surprising 

conduct of J 8, yet at the same time I will flatter myself that our 

fears with regard to T— — e may possibly be rather too hasty. He 
has without doubt acted a weak part, and has not sufficiently weighed 
and considered the disagreeable consequences which may follow from 
his precipitate assent. He should at least have left the matter undecid- 
ed till the event had fully demonstrated the propriety or impropriety 
of such a measure, and should have reflected on the very critical 
nature of the times and of the office which he has allowed his friend 
and brother to accept. Yet, still, if professions be of any weight, and 
if he has, as there is reason to hope, got the better of the ill efiects of 
an . unfortunate education at the feet of OamaHely I will flatter myself 
that his principles and designs remain unaltered. He excused himself 
to me. by ^the aukwaid difficulty he felt in opposing the wishes and 
the promotion of a friend, especially as he had had no sort of share 
in soliciting for it. There is, to be sure, a step gained upon him, and his 
utmost circumspection will be necessary to keep the enemy still at a safe 
distance ; yet he may, I think, by a proper firmness and caution keep 
his ground, and perhaps recover that which is lost. A well-timed 
resignation, for example, sometimes does more than a previous refusal. 
You have certainly not been treated properly in this transaction, and 
this I feel to the frill as sensibly as you can do ; yet, were I to hazard 
my advice to one who is so much better acquainted with the carte du 
foySy I should advise moderation on your part, lest the contrary should 
predpitate him into other hands, and more pemidons counsels. . For 
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mj own part, I have already upon all occasions taken care to discnlpate, 
not only yon^ which was an easy task, bnt him also as far as I was 
able. I have hinted, whicli is, I belie e not far from the troth, that 
this matter may probably have been brought about hj female negociationy 
and have asserted^ as I' had authority to do, that the place was abso- 
lutely unsolicited by T e^ and this I have been induced to do, both 

by justice and policy. It always gives me the sincerest pleasure when 
upon any subject our ideas and our judgments ooncur, and this is, I 
tnifit, a satie&edoB which I shall often have die happiness of tasting. 
Witfareigard to the afiBirt>farf dear M-—--^, we tfaiidc exactly d^ aa4 
I have most fortunately been extricated, bettar than I could have 
expected. Mrs. J. Pitt had already undertaken his cause; afaekad 
even a^^ed ior the Chaplaiiicy, and was told that the list was fvU, imt 
received every possible assurance of his foture promotioa. I have 
written to hiiflk, and am certain that my letter wiH no ways displease 
him : I know his heart, and he knows mine too wdl to allow any 
possibility of jealousies. 

I have not as yet been able to see J. Pitt upon llie business which jam 
no very kindly recommended to my care, but I shall endeavour to taik 
with kirn about it befove I finish tbis letter. Yon may be assured 
that I ahaU be a faithful and diligent agent, even tibon^ I mast 
confess Ibat in this matter I diall in some resfccts be fiifced to act 
against my indination, nay even peih^, in some degree, in conlradio- 
tton to that warn love of my country, wbiA is, I hop^ ene of nsy UMnt 
ardent passions, i^an we spare yon i must we then lose yon i fiat yon 
are even too good lor us ! yet yoa wiU not, yon cannot be lost to «B2 
bf tfiat I may be certain! Nay, perhaps, in your doaUe capacity jam 
may still be more useful : it must be so, and duHt is one of yoor reason! 
for desiring a footing here. This argument I txmfess is necessary to 
obviate the remorse which I mdght oAerwise &el in being any way 
instramental m depnvtng my Ibrloni country of her piincipBl anpport; 
of her Dtdce Decue ei Prcesidhim ! 

I have seen and talked to J. Pitt. He has spoken tohis imnd^ aiim 
has promised to givekan the prefeience. Hie price cannot be caaodf 
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deteneimed^ bot will probably not exceed ^£3000^ of vAAch It also may 
fiiU 8hoi% and sbodd it exceed, it will be by a trifle. There wiH be a 
security^ as fiir as that matter can be secored^ of re-election : yoa have 
no other step to take bat to determine, and, as soon as possiUe, to 
write to me an account of your determination. After that yoa wiU 
have nothing dbse to do bat to held tbe abovementioned sum in 
xeadinesa, and to think about a qualification. He expressed the great* 
estfdeasure at being any way instrumental in bringing this mattef 
about, which pleasure, he said, was increased by his knowledge of your 
sentimieats with regard to his cousin. I told him that I was weU 
acquainted with your veneration for his character, of which he might be 
sure while he continued to net as he hitherto has done. So this matter 
is in a fair way of being settled, and poor Hibemia is likely to lose the 
only tunefiil string of her harp. 

All matters here go on as usual^ Lofd C ■ m is daily expected, and 
till he ittrives nothing worth idfonning you of is likely to happen* There 
has been upon various topics a great deal of conversation in the H — of 

C 8, but no dirisions. One thing, however, appears very extraordi-* 

nary, if not indecent : no member of the Q ■ n speaks without directly 
abming Lord C ' m , and no friend ever rises to take his part. Qui 
non defendit alio culpmie is soarce a degree l^ss bUwk iSeeOk Ahseniem 
qtdrodit amicum. Is it possible that such a man can be friend- 
less } To-day some business is expected; I shall go down, and if 
any thing important should happen, you shall have an account of 
it. Never was known such disunion, such a want of concert, as visibly 
appears on both sides : how it will end heaven only knows ; but as yet 

I see no reasons to apprehend any important change. C. T d 

appears rather out of humour, but his discontents are of no great 
moment* 

Farewel, my dearest, dear friend. I will not seal this letter till I come 
from the H — of C . Adieu. Believe me invariably the same. 

Your letter to T — e, for the copy of which I return you a thousand 
thanks, is exactly what I wished and expected from you. 

The House sate till eight o'clock ; an excellent debate, of which. 
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however, I have not leisure to give you a detail. American Eztraordi- 
naries were the subject, and the question was put upon a motion of G-^ 
G — J that an address be presented, to pray that the enormous expenses in 
A a be lessened, and that the troops be withdrawn from the frontiers 
and forts to the internal part of the provinces. The numbers were 

67 to 132 ; the most powerful m ^y that has yet appeared, especially 

considering that few of the R ^ins voted ; excepting these, this may 

be considered as a general muster. There was a great deal of good 
speaking. C — y spoke often and well: G — G — very little in two 
hours : C— T — d, who would probably have been silent had he not been 
called up by Rigby, excelled himself; I never heard even him so well : 
he harangued most inimitably on both sides of ike question^ and • by 
turns was cheered hy every party iu the ^T— e. Burke did not speak ; 
his brother has had the misfortune to break his leg, and his uneasiness 
at this unludiy accident was one cause of his silence. Lord C m was, 
as usual, abused and undefended, except very faintly by O—oi; non 
defensoribus isiis. Friday is appointed for the East India s^^r, but, 
if Lord C m should not be arrived, it will probably be put off- 
This will be most certainly the strongest 0~-n question. 

Farewell, my dearest friend ; let me as soon as possible be acquainted 
with your determination with regard to the seat in P ■■■■ . t . Adieu. 
London, Feb. 19, 1767. 
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From Lord Chablemont to H. Flood, ^55^. 

My Dearest Flood, 

I HAVE sncceeded in your commission just as I would always wish 
to do in your service* Inclosed joa ha^e two letters from Lord 
Wandesford, which will, I hope, ensure your soccess, and to-morrow be 
sets ofit for CasClecomer. He gives you both bis voices, though he 
fears that Lord M m. n t may be so piqued by his so doing, that he may 
be induced to join with the Speaker ; so that you accept of his two 
voices at your own hazard. 

I have often enquired about Raif)Ungs, but he is as yet out of town. 
I shall, however, couAtaqtly enquire after him, and endeavour to secure 
him. I have declined Armagh, for reasons which I shall tell you when 
we meet. No more now, as I must not detain your express. 

Ypur's most fg^ithfuUy, 

Charlemokt. 
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LETTER XIL 
JFVom Lord Wandesford to H. Flood, Esq.' 

Dublin, Sunday, Three o^ Clock. 

Dear Sir, 

I HAD the honour of seeing Lord Charlemont this morning, who 
gave me your letter, and also Messrs. Burke and Hobson's. I should 
have answered your former letters, but I was so uneasy in my mind 
about my children, that I really could not think of it, which I hope yon 
will excuse. 

It has given me great pleasure to hear of your success in the county, 
and I flatter myself you will have greater yet. As you was the first 
friend that applied to me in opposition to the Speaker and A , parti- 
cularly the latter, I certainly must support you with all my weight, and I 
flatter myself Lord Mountgarrett will give you all his interest also, 
which will effectually destroy the combined interest in our county. 

If there is a possibility of serving Mr. Butler on this occasion, I 
should be very glad of it, but I fear the Speaker is too strong for us ; 
but you are the best judge of that. What have you done with Old 
Agar ? I fear he will go against you ; but he will give all his interest 
to Mr. Butler. I would have you consult Lord Mountgarrett upon that 
head ; he has great influence over him. 

I hope to see you on Tuesday, if possible, in Kilkenny. 

I am, dear Sir, your sincere well wisher, &c. 
M Wandesford. 
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LETTER XIIL 

From W. Talbot, Esq. to H* Flood, Esq. 

Mount Talbot, August 17, 1766, 
Dear Flood, 

I HAVE been upon a ramble for some days past to Lord Dillon's, 
and other parts of this county, which is the reason that the letter which 
you favoured me with has not been acknowledged so soon as it should 
have been. The way in which I think I can be most serviceable to 
you' is, in writing to Lord Wandesford, which I have done by this post. 
I know he has a great esteem for you, which I flatter myself will have 
influence in directing him how to act on this occasion. Thank God, the 
days of party are remembered now no more in your county. I had 
thoughts of seeing Castlecomer the beginning of next month, in my 
return from Limerick ; had I a certainty of your being then in the county 
of Kilkenny, it would confirm me in that resolution. I set out for 
Limerick in two or three days. 

,. You tell me you have an excellent cause. If you have a mind to 
make the House very partial to it, set up somebody for the borough that 
bears a resemblance (I expect but a distant one) to its present repre- 
sentative. Be sure yon send a good patriot. My best respects attend 
Langrish ; tell him so when you see him. 

I am, dear Flood, your*s, &c. 

W. Talbot. 
I am glad to hear that Jemmy Agar, of Gowran, does not interfere on 
this occasion. 

JVbte.— These two last letters were sent from Ireland after the former were printed, 
otherwise the dfite of the last of them would have determined their priority, in point of 

time* 

e2 
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LETTER XIV. 

Londdn^ April 9, 1767. 

TllOUGH my heftkh is At preseM In * more proriiismg sitnaf id* 
than it was when I liini Mrtdtt, I am not however by any means equal to 
the attempt of Writing M mucli 4s my heart wonld dictate to m6 in answer 
to the contents of yotfr la^t. I ihast therefore Content myself witk 
saying a rery few i^rords npon art occasion, whicb> if justice were done 
to it, would certfiinly require a Very long letter ; yes, my dearest Fkrod^ 
I fear indeed that you hare been treated ill, and that We have in some 
degt-ee both of ns been deceived, and yet I ctonot think thht #e have 
any reason to find fanit with our own conduct, or to repent eithet 
our credulity or our moderation, since, had we beeh less credulotts and 
less moderate, I do not see that it would have been possible for ns in 
anyway to have prevented what, at all events, would certainly have 
happened. For my own part, I knoW little Or hdthmg of the transac- 
tion. T-^ e, who used to be my constant visitant, seldom noW 

comes near me, and I have h4d no opportunity fin* this long time 
past of saying a word to him in particular ; I hear that he declares 

that Lord B Fs great openness and unreserve towards him in 

communicating his thoughts and intentions, has won his heart. Lord 

B V^ poKcy I do not wiell undetistand^ bnt take it for granted that 

he overrates T e's influence over those, who are falsely termed bi6 

Party ; and even with regard to you, I have some reason to beKevc 

that he thinks himself tolerably secate. Lord C -ha has, I believe, 

misunderstood, folr he id hot capable of misrepresenting, sbme part of 
your conversation with him. I have several times been assured that 
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Lord B*— -1 received a letter frbm Mftim coiiseqnenceofyDtirvirit 
ft( Bfttb, hi which be informed him that yon had in the handsomest 
mamncf, airf without stipnlatii^ any thing for yonrself, offered to 
dtippoft hin* in Irel^nd^ and this acconnf, 1 wad informed^ came from 
A-—— 8 H ■ '■ y : my answer has always been that it nrast be a mistake, 
for that I Wa§ efure yott had tied yonrself down in no way. PeAaps yonr 
Warmth of expression, animated aa yon were by yonr veneration for 
hotd C-— -m, might have made yon drop something in that conversa- 
tion which might have been thns misiirterpreted : bnt all this is of 
little conseqttence, when compared to the mnch more important 
consideration of the part which yon oi^ht to take in the present 
critical emergency. There never was yet a point which seems to me 
to require more coolness of dehberation, nor nrast your heat of resent- 
ment, however justly yon may be inflamed, have any share allowed it 
in your decision. That, which has ever been yonr first principle, the 
desire of serting your country, is the star by which you must steer, nor 
must yon sufler the storms of passion in any degree to bias or turn yon out 
of yonr direct course. This is, I ^ well know, a different manoeuvre, 
Imt yonr guiding constellation will ever remain unclouded, and yon 
have a pilot in yonr breast, who will, if yon trust implicitly to him, 
infallibly steer yon clear of all danger. If Lord B—- — 1 should, as it 
is possible he may, come over to Ireland, armed with those long expect- 
ed benefits which have ever been the object of our wishes, public 
and private, an opposition to his measures would most certainly in 
that case be impossible from those whose first aim is their conntry^s 
service. This, however, may or may not be, and indeed unfortunately 
the latter is, I fear, more probable, but I only mention it as a possibility 
to be maturely weighed and reflected on : my treatment has also been 
none of the most satisfactory; for though certainly of some consequence, 
and though intimately known to most of his fomily and connex- 
ions, I ha,re never been in any degree confidentially treated ; a civility 
which I tmdonbtedly might have expected. Yet I am determined not to 
snifor any pique, whidi may naturally rise from a slight of this sort, in 
any way to bias my public conduct ; but I need expatiate no further 
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upon this head. You see at once, I am sure, the whole drift of my 
argument, and your goodness will, I make no doubt, incline you to 
excuse my presumption in hazarding these needless hints* Yet the 
most truly upright man, and the most incapable of being influenced 
by any other motive whatever, may sometimes yield to the almost 
irresistible impulse of resentment, nor is there perhaps any of our 
passions so powerful to shake the best guarded resolution. Tristes ut 
irce. From all that I have now hinted you will readily conclude that 
is my opinion : reserve is still absolutely necessary, nor do I thinly that 
any thing which has yet happened ought in any degree to change our 
system : let us keep ourselves yet clear of all engagements, and wajt 
for those events by which we must finally be decided. In the mean 
time be as angry as you please, for indeed I fear you have great reason ; 
nor do I think it at all necessary, any more than it would be manly to 
conceal your anger from him who has offended you : you cannot be 
more truly angry than I am, and that entirely upon your account : I too 
should like to show it, but shall wait in this point for your directions. 
But let our anger be only pointed against tbos; who deserve it, nor 
let it in any sort influence us with regard to our public behaviour. 
But perhaps all this wise discussion may turn out absolutely nugatory^ 
and the system upon which all our deliberations are founded may, long 
before the time of reducing them to practice, vanish like the baseless 
fabric of a vision. Matters here, upon which the whole depends^ are 
I think more uncertain than ever. Lord C m is still M — r, but 
how long he may continue so is a problem that would pose the deepest 

politician. The O n grows more and more violent, and seems to 

gain ground : his ill health as yet prevents his doing any business. The 

M y is divided into as many parties as there are men in it ; all 

complain of his want of participation. C — s T— — d is at open war, 

C y is angry. Lord S e out of humour, and the D— of G ^n 

by no means pleased. Lord B e's friends have indeed at length 

positively declared themselves, and vigorously and openly defended. 

A ^n. O— — d, and E ^t speak every day, and exert themselves 

tpthp utmost The exi^nination of the Directors md Governors of 
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the E — I a Company is the matter now in agitation, and facts 

are daily discovered greatly in favonr of the M y ; but what of that? 

How few are there who will be influenced, even by the strongest facts ! 
In short, such is the confusion, that it is impossible to guess to-day at 
what will happen to-^morrow; yet still it is my opinion that Lord 

C ^m, if he can but have a tolerable state of health, and he is now 

much better, will still hold it ; but in this opinion I am somewhat 
singular: I ground my idea upon the power of the Co— —t, which I 
believe most certainly sincere and firm. 

But I have vnritten a great deal too much ; I thought to limit myself 
to a few lines, and I have written a volume. I am so fatigued that I 
must conclude. I fear my letter will be scarcely intelligible, but you 
will make allowance for the situation in which I write. Farewel, my 
dearest, dearest Flood ; believe me ever unalterably your's. 

With regard to what you mention of the chair being promised to 

B d, I believe it to be news of Irish manufacture. I had before 

heard of it from Ireland, but never the least hint of it here. 

Lucas complains that he never sees you. Indeed, my dear Flood, 
you ought not to neglect him; for, properly managed^ he may be 
useful. 

Among many important facts which have come out upon the examina- 
tion, one is very remarkable. The great expence which the Company 
had incurred by their extensive military operations was their principal 
plea, for not being obliged to contribute towards the public expences. 
But it has been demonstrated that the Nabob defrayed every farthing 
of that expence, and that they had ever been totally free from it. I 

just now hear that Sir W — m M ^h has declared in the House that, on 

Monday next, he will make a motion, which will pot an end to the E — ^t 

I a affair. Lord C m is a great deal better, and his physician 

says that to-morrow he will be able to do business. For these ten days 
past he has not been allowed to see any body, nor even to receive letters. 

I hear also that C sT d has declared that, except in the E — ^t 

' I a affair, in which his plan differs totally from that of Lord C m, 

he will assist to the utmost of his abilities, and upon this promise he 
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is to remain in ofiice. Was evar auch a maa ? He goes about eT^y- 

whare openlj abusing the M y v «x{Kre9siAg bia uttair di6a]^o^atiaa 

of measures^ and dedaring tbat ha wili bave ooibiag to do wilb 
them. 

Onr Irkh Peers make a verj bad £gnre here. Yoa have heard* 
I »j^pose, of Lord Banymore's a&ir^ and now Loud A*-^-^y ha9 propos* 
ed at once for two iladiea^ as their families declare. Lady Carlisle's 
dangbter and Miss Lyttleton, both of which have in cpnseqnence 
refused him. Once more adien, my dearest friend ; write to me, and 
let me know your a^atiments. Yon have, I auppoae, heard of Lord 

B I's letters to the Commiasionera. Hiey are playing the devil at 

New York ; another damnable rnb hi the way of the M— y, and a 
matter of triumph to G-- — G 

This day the Committee meets, and I will leave my letter unfinished 
till I learn the event ; thoi^gb the Opposition aeem to give it up, and 

Lord B '1 is gone out of town. I some time ago aent to Leland 

a short account of our friend Bnrke'a unparallelled success, which I 
suppose he has communicated to ycai. Hia character daily riaes, and 
Barr^ ia totally eclipsed by him ; hia prfiuiae ia universal, and even the 
Opposition, who own his superior talents, can find nothing to say 
against him, but that he is an impudent fellow. Yesterday a bill was 

brought into the C —a to exclude the importation of Irish Wool 

from some certain ports in England, when Burke supported the cause 
of Ireland in the most masterly manner, and the bill was rejected. 
With regard to our S--4 I can as yet say nothing about its suceess ; I 
fiome time ago sent Mariay an account of all I knew concerning 
it, and since that time I have had no &rther information. I 
know you will do m/e the justice to think that no endeavours of mine 
have been wantiag ; I have talked it over with Lord R - ■■ ■ three 
several tiooyes, and have promised him a statue of gold if it ahonld paas. 
The Council has not as yet met upon it ; aiod I think the event very un- 
certain, as I greatly fear strong misrepresentations firom your aide of the 
water : the Law Lords will probably determine its &te, and one of them, 
the C ■■■ ■ " -r ^ ia, I hear, our firiend. Farewcl, my dearest, dear Flood ; 
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I have written a volume^ and am monstrously tired ; nor conld any thing 
but the pleasing hope of affording you some little amusement by my 
very imperfect political sketches, have induced me to scribble so much : 
but I look upon it as a duty of friendship to endeavour at my friend's 
amusement, and every duty of friendship is in itself delightful. Once 
more adieu ! Before I seal my letter, I will let you know the event 
of this day's debate, provided the H — e is up before the post goes 
out. 

I wrote last week to Lord Tyrone : has he received my letter ? Tell 
Leland that he is a very sad dog for not writing to me. I have just 
now received the votes from Ireland, and do not entirely comprehend the 
meanii^ of aU those espfung^ngs : in your next explain this matter to me. 
We have got here a cursed north-easterly wind, which I feel not' a little. 
Remember me to all our patriotic friends, and to Langrishe, who is 
fliuch too good a man not to be one of the number* My love to 
Marlay and to J^soo. I will take ijia first opportmity of writing to 
the former. Hamilton $tiU continq^s wuLceountable i b/e takes no 
party^ and rym mute. Burke's anocess and his strange behavtonr 
confirma every one in their former ofmiion^ But I shall never have 
4me writing; ooiee more &reweL Believe me^ upon every principle of 
love and esteep)^ your must afieptioiiate and truly sinoore friend s 

Ahnacks, 10 o'Qoek, 
There wm no debete to<^ay upon the Bill, and Monday next 
determines its fate: it will probably be carried by a great m^rity. 

The Cyder Act hea been before &e C » o > and will be altered : 

Ibey talk of taking all the Excise Lavs ijito oon^ideration. The next 
gnvnd poiirf: will be a noUe enlarged oommercial plan t in short, the 
Ministry go on glwk>u9ly, willi more euccesa &an conld have been 
expected, wd jmt as honestly as I knew they would. If they can carry 
tbeur present schemes into execution^ as I doubt not they wiU, the 
good ^ects of their adflAini^tretion will be felt by the latest posterity. 
4Saod night 

The report of to*-mgbt k, that Lond C^^^^-^ra is worse. 

F 
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LETTER XV. 

From Lord Charlemont to Henry Flood^ Esq^ 

London^ April 18, 1767. 

My dearest Flood, 
IMMEDIATELY upon the receipt of your last letter I wrote to 
John Pitt, whose hurry of business had prevented me from seeing him 
for some time past, to beg that he wonld call on me as soon as possible, 
and this morning he has been with me. I told him that yon were 
uneasy at the uncertainty with which this affair seemed to be attended ; 
that yon were desirous of knowing the name of the person with whoiA 
you were to treat, as wdl as of the place in question ; and that you 
wished to be at some certainty with regard to the erent To this he 
Replied, that he was totally ignorant both of the Principal to be treated 
with, and of the name of the place ; that the person who had mentioned 
the affair, was one on whom he could depend, who, being under obliga- 
tions to him, would, he was certain, ^ve the preference to any person 
of his recommending; that, however, he was but an agent in this 
business, and that, from some words which had dropped frt>m him in a 
late conversation, he was rather induced to believe that the matter was 
not as yet upon a secure footing, but was to be soon determined by some 
event at law, which event, however, his friend appeared absolutely 
secure of. He concluded by saying, that though he himself thought it 
could not fail, he would not, however, upon any account, have you rely 
wholly upon this overture, but that^ if you had any thing surer in view. 
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he would^ by all means^ have you prefer it. He enlarged upon iht 
strong desire tie had to see you in Parliament^ and said, but that in a sort of 
confidence to me, that if some invincible obstacles did not stand in his 
way, he should be delighted to have the honour of bringing you him- 
self into Parliament By this conversation you see that matters are by 
no means so certain as could be vrished, and that you are entirely at 
liberty to declare yourself oflF or on as you may think best. Whatever 
you may resolve on, you have but to communicate to me, and Mr. Pitt 
shall be immediately informed of your determination, and the sooner this 
was done, I should think, the better. As to him, I do not believe that 
there is in the world an honester man, or one on whom you may with 
more safety depend. His only reason for desiring not to be mentioned 
in this affair arises from his delicacy, as he is in general an utter 
enemy to this kind of sale ; and were it not from his high opinion of you, 
and, his idea of the great use you would be of, I am certain he would 
not have interfered in a transaction of this kind. Very early in the 
negociatioh I had the precaution to recommend absolute silence to him, 

and for fear that he might possibly think that T e or J — — s were 

not included in this prohibition, the former as a relation, and the latter 
as one already employed in this affiur, I particularly cautioned him not 
to mention it to either of them, so that you may be certain that my 
B^odation will be an absolute secret. With regard to the destination 
of B— — d to the Chair, it is not possible for me, in my present impri* 
soned situation, to discover whether there really be any such intention. 
I can only say, that on this side the water there never has been any 
such report ; and as it probably would have gone abroad, if it had ever 
been spoken of, I therefore rather disbelieve it. I am still apt to believe 

that Lord B— — imagines T ^'s powers much greater than they 

really aie, and, as far as I have been able, I have endeavoured to un- 
deceive ^11 those who visit me upon this head, in hopes that it may 
perhaps come round to him. With regard to you, I have openly de- 
dared your absolute independency, of which all those to whom I can speak 

are thoroughly persuaded. T e called on me the other day, and, 

•peaking of the precariousness of Lord B Ts going over, he said, 

F 2 
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that though in general all Lord L * t s were nearly alike to him, yet« 

fro^ what he knew of his princtpIeB and designs, he ahould be sorry if 
we were to lose him. To thin I replied rather peeyishly, that for my own 
part I knew nothing of his intentions, but that all men in his situation 
were to be jadged from their actions alone, and that I should stispend my 
judgments till I saw the good eflfects of his administration^ and whether 
it wonld produce those good laws without which no Lord L ■ t would 
to me be acceptable. He seemed a little confused, but could not help 
joining with me in what I said, though I thought rather awkwardly ; but 
this may have proceeded from his natural bad manner, joined to my ill 
temper and suspicions. Last Tuesday the M'- - >' y gained a great 

Tictory in the H of C ■ o . B ■ d had moved that the E - 

I a Committee should be adjourned to the Ist of May, and 

Sir W— *-*-m M ■■ ■ € desired Aat the Committee might dien meet, in 
order to his making a motion to adjourn it for six months ; that is to 
say, to put an end to it. The M* "y carried the question 213 tO'167, 
and the C-^-' — e is ajomtied to tisie 1st of May. Upon this occasion 
they entered largely into the merits of the grand question, and the H**-^ 
sat tiU two in the morning. <> " ■ ■ '■ G ■■■■ c spoke fyr two homh and a 
half, Y — ke as long> B-*^^^ fifty minutes, and vsty well. On Wed^^ 
nesday C*-*' s T^-^««^ opened kis budget, and spoke uoiaBittgly 
well. Notwithstanding the decrease of tht L*^ T^^^x, foorteen 
hundred thousand pounds are to be paid off this year. 

Lord C^-'^^m still continues Teiy ill, and does no bnsmeas^ His 
Doctors, however, promise fEiirly. The M " * " ■ y , howetW) seem \xpon 
the whole in a betto- situation than they have yet been, especially since 
the late victory. 

Pardon this lame account, from a lame man. I am still a prisoner, 
and, if at all, mend but very slowly. The weather is sadly unfavourable 
tome. Farewell, my dearest, dearest Flood; believe me ever your's 
most fe.ith{ully.^-: — — 

A few posts ago you received a long letter from me : I long for an 
answer. 

You ask me whether I do not liiink diat it would be right that certain 
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persoDs should be undeceived with regard to their mistakea idea of their 
friend's influence ? I think so most certainly, but in what manner is it 
to be dcMie ? I have declared to all who visit me what I know of 
that matter, but whether that will ever reach Lord B— ^—I's ears is 
doubtfuL If you think of any proper method, communicate it. 



LETTER XVL 

From Mrs. A. Macartney to Mr. Flood* 

Sir, 

THOUGH I am always glad to esipress my regsud and deference fw 
jou, and also the being an homble servant to Lady Frances, I would 
not trouble you with a letter, if I had not had a very extFaordinary visit 
kat Friday from Mr. Hamilton : it is impossible to relate all the paiti- 
culars, or well unravel the intention ; but as I know you will not bring 
me into a scrape, and tha?t I mean this as a confidential letter between 
you and me, I must infom you that he talked to me in a very high 
strain; invecftivM that my father wonM not listen to his proposaJ, 
thoQgh more profitable and safe than the other, as he woaU give as 
m<Qch ; slightingly of his advisers— *on the whole very oddly ; talked of 
the merits of his cause, his being determined to proceed, and snre to 

carry k in the coimtry and the H~8e of C s, if it wae to appear 

there. He had helps in the country I knew nothing of that would 
appear and surprise on Ae day of electi(Ui — might have more, but he did 
not think it necessary, and that very Friiibiy had received fresh offers ; 
was in the utmost concern to be the cause of fanrting my interest, as 
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such a sum which might be gained was a great loss ; my present cir- 
cumstances^ &c. &c. &c. 

My answer was in general terms, that I conceived his cause to be a 
most special good one, as the monopoly of a ten pound freehold, divided 
perhaps into twenty rent charges, to defraud a gentleman of fas 
property, and the righi of disposing of his own, sufficiently proved. A 

few months would convince the world, whether the H of C s 

would vote dark night to be midday, if he chose to bring it there ; he 
was certainly to act as he pleased. As to my particular interest, was it to 
be loss or gain, I would run the consequehce, and would not on any 
account disturb my father's mind, by relating to him any doubts of his 
success, or mention it pro or con, to counteract what had been done. 

He, Mr. Ha , had probably heard frotnTMr. Lundy, that Mr. B 's 

money was deposited, therefore the affair being finally settled, all con- 
versatipn relating thereunto was useless, and we not accountable for his 
choosing to bargain with a monopolizer rather than n gentleman wlio had 
a right to dispose of his own ; that though he chose to despise Mr. 

M^ A ■'■■ as an adviser, he possibly would allow Mr. Mai of some 

weight ; and he having most willingly embarked in our cause as a just 

one, I was generous enough to give Mr. Ha • that useful information, 

though not a pleasing one perhaps. 

He did not seem to relish that, but said he would not give up a good 
cause ; to which I made no other reply than the being quite easy about 
it. What other construction to put on his conduct, than the design of 
frightening me, I know not ;forthough it is possible that tenants may be 
corrupted, or freeholds trafficked for to serve a purpose, it is not proba- 
ble he could mean that, by the helps he mentioned, and the fresh offers 
he says were at his option ; for was that really the case, the giving a bare 
hint was hurting his very good cause. Or perhaps as every thing now 
seems to be bargain and sale, and that I do not doubt but I shall live to 
see one's toes ^lortgaged if a tincture of them is found out to be salutary. 
I was also to be corrupted, if I would influence or give any sanction to 
the tenants, as an indemnity for disobedience ; in short, the whole is so 
strange, that I know not what to think : my female capacity is at a stand^^ 
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and I refer it to your very masterly one. And as in general I think an 
enemy is never to be despised^ though ever so insignificant, and that I 
do not choose to have my name bandied abont in a cause of my father s, 
which may be liable to evil representations irom the enemy, I should be 

vastly glad if you could contrive to apprise Mr. Au of Mr. Ha—— 's 

threats, without embarking me too much ; for as he lives among all the 
tenants, he could have acloser eye on them, and, being on his guard, might 
discover their combinations and avert them. I should think your friend 
B— — , a party concerned, might easily settle this with Mr. An——, 
who, I am sure, will be very anxious to carry it through, and our 
mutual interest is to live in amity and good neighbourhood. But I choose 
to place my confidence in you, and leave it to you to act as you judge 
proper. 

Sibth— is the agent for Ha—; bribery must be the means in the 
country, and the Sp— — the hopes in town, if this conversation meant 
any thing. 

I suppose you have seen the copy of Lord Besborough*s letter to 

his Bro— r, ^relating to a conversation with the Lord L — ^t ; I 

find to intimidate is the scheme there also; but he persists in his plan. 

Lord Ch has had a little relapse^ therefore the journey is put off 

till August, but he ceitainly means to come, and I hope will be success- 
ful, notwithstanding all threats. Poor Tisdale is gone from hence, I 

fear never more to return. H at least is in luck. Mrs. Morgan^ 

has fiimished this town with conversation for some time past, by a very 
strange and still more ridiculous conduct, for I cannot conceive it has 
reached to essentials ; but not to intrude any longer on your time, I will 
beg the favour of you to believe me, with very great esteem and respect, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient, &c. &c. 

A. Macartney. 
Granhy Rowy June the 30th, 1767. 
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LETTER XVIL 

Fred. Campbell to H. Flood, Esq. 

Spring Gardens, Feb. 9, 1769. 

IN consequence of your letter of the 28th of January, where I found 
you would even go as £u: as ^4000^ were it abscdntely necessary, I 
have49poken to two or three persoiis, who I thmk most likely to give 
me the earliest information of any borough that may be in the 
market. 

This intelligence shall not stop an inatant with me, and I assure you 
it will give mc great pleasure, in this or any other instance, to convince 
you that I am, dear Sir^ &c. 

Fesderick Campbelu 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Lord Lifford to Lord Charlemont. 

My good Lord^ 
THE Precedents which your Lordship left being very defective, I have 
caused a diligent search to be made at the Secnfttaiys office from the 
beginmng of liiepreiefll centiiry, bni widiout discovering any one Pre- 
. cedent whklb in tny appMheDsio% applies to the panesent case. Uncter 
these drcatnttanceB it witi be too mub fer me^ m io deficate a bnsiaeis 
as this i^f to make myielf ve^poMiUe for a measare whdoh t eems open 
to the objectioA of its being onprecedented ; an objectioa wUdi^ in any 
thing t eB p e c dag llie adHmnstration o{ jatdcey is vrilh me a foimidaUe 
one. 

I mnst, in jtwticeto UsExcelleiieyviry Lord Lkntemmt^ lay before him 
the resnk of my ioqniry^ and it is pmbable thatiie vill^ as saoHs to be 
nstm«]^ cail «pt»n the Attorney and Solidtor General ibr tAttir opimoii ; 
and possibly they, in their* knowledge and experience in public bimncss 
here, may reooileet something that may offiird more light thaoi is to be 
had from searches at pvUie offices. Your apology last nigfaet was iqmte 
unnecessary to me, who can never ibink it any tnmble to reedve your 
Lordship's ocwmandS) and who am bappy whenever I can give yo«aiiy 
JMt proof of my respect. I shall return my aaawer to my Lned 
Lieutenant's letter to-day. I have the honour to be, with theotanost 
respect. 

My Lord, your Lordship's 

most obedient and faithful humble servant, 

Lifford. 
Drumcondray Sunday Mornings 
lOth September, 1769. 
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LETTER XIX. 

From Lord Charlemont to H. Flood^ Esq. 

My dearest Flood, 

I HAVE been this morning with the O r , shewed him 
F n's letter; he said that it was very sensible and true that the 
matter was referred, and he hoped the opinions woald be favourable ; 
that for his part he should take care to expedite the afimr, and would 
this day speak to Waiter to hasten matters as much as possible. I 
spoke of your letter as very sensible and ingenious, but think that you a 
little mistook Blackstone. The Writ de Malo relates to a commission 
of jail delivery, but that which yon desire is a commission of Oyer and 
Terminer. I mentioned, with some degree of warmth, what I thought 
. of the dilatoriness of some folks, &c. ; to this he assented with a 
smile. 

I might, to be sure, write to Lord L d, but a personal request is 

stronger, and more diflSlcult to be refused, for which reason I . shall set 

out to-morrow morning for P m Hall, and hope to perform my 

conmiission with success. Why do you talk of blushing for thetrouble, 
&c. ? Believe me I fed jealous when any one {else is employed in your 
affidrs. 

This scrawl is written in a wonderiul hurry ; Griffiths waits to carry it 
to town. Adieu, my dearest, dear friend. 

Sunday evening, October 1st, 1769. 
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LETTER XX- 

From Lord Charlemokt to Henry Flood, £( jr. 

IN truth I have passed but a bad night; this morning, however, I 
•have been somewhat comforted by the consequences of a visit which I 

made to the C -r. Determined to try a new method, I resolved 

to talk of the Lord Lieutenants behaviour in a more violent style than 
what I had hitherto used. ^.My Lord/ says I, ^ I am come to inform you, 

that a petition has yesterday been presented from the B-^ ^h of L— — d 

desiring, &c. ; to which his Ex ^y has been pleased to give a most 

extraordinary answer, that he would consult your L ^p upon the 

matter, which, as you well know, he has already done long since ; so 
that, by what I perceive, the afiPair is left in the same situation in which 
it was a month ago. Now, my L— d, is not this conduct most amaz- 
ing ? What must we judge of it ? What but that which every one 

does think, that his Ex ^y has a mind to prevent Mr. F d's 

attendance in P ^t, till some favourite scheme be agitated, to which 

he fears my friend's opposition.' The C ^r seemed startled, but en- 
deavoured to excuse him by talking of his dilatoriness and indolence. 
^ My L— — d, that may possibly be true, but no one will believe it, nor 
think it possible that a person in his character should not be actuated 
by a motive of a much worse kind; and, indeed, if that should be the 
case, some friend ought to let him know the certain consequence which 
must follow from this dilatoriness, and the infinite mischief he will 
bring upon himself by it.' Some more conversation of this kind ensued, 
when at length he told me that he now saw the matter in a very differ- 
ent light ; that the petition had entirely altered the state of the question ; 
that if no objection upon further consideration should occur, he now 
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saw none to the measure^ and should certainly recommend it; that he 
should see the Lord Lieutenant this day^ who would undoubtedly men- 
tion it to him.* ^ For heaven's sake^ my Lord^* said I, ^ don't leave it to him ; 
speak to him yourself about it^ or ten to one it may as usual be omitted 
or forgot/ *I ceitainly will,' says he, * and every thing in my power shall 
be done ; in the mean while I woidd hare you know of Mr. Flood 
whether he has any objection to the Judges Henn and Smith, who, as 
youngest Judges, will probably be «pfioiiited. For, if he lias, I shall 
take care that others be sent in their place.' For this reason prhicipally 
I send off this letter by express, in order that yon may aniwer it by the 
9ame express^ aud inform me wh^er those Judges are ptotfiag to you. 
Matters are now, I thinkj upon a good footii^, and the only fear I now 
have is of the Attorney and Solicitor. 

Lqrd Annaly is now in town^ so that, if you think of imili y^n ought 
to come to town. 

Wednesday 11/A, one o'clock. 
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LETTER XXf . 

RwH Lord Chavlkmont to H. Flood, JEsq. 

Em/ley's Ojfflcp, Sept. 6. 
My dearest Flood, 

ON a coQsjkl^ngAipn of yowr letter, vincb I tbis d^y m:ei^> J tbongbt 
hwtmpropi^ to wiut on our fHen4 tbe C-»^r> iw>» wbc** I jhp 
dtis miAote r^twued' } told )iim tbat I ]ad beard fir^w» jipo, wi} $#at 
l^fxp ii^visg 4nidied for ii» canupiwioDr <Ud ai^j^po^e tb»t Lori^ T-^~d 
bii« f^oadj i:QferFe4 th« matter tQ )um ; and} io f»B;3e)|D0)£ej bs^ der 
«us^ pie t9 «{»ly to MT' WoiSst m or^er ^Mt fr^otAf^U w^p^ h^ kid 
More hm, m snf werfd* that ii« bad as jet bsar4 Qotbin^ <of tbe 

mattar from the Lord L 1^ but bad ik^J »9P«id«r«d tbs fiPWh 

4n4 4mI b«li^e tbat f recc4Q)t9 ipi^ b^ fonwd ; and that, wivm rf lierred 
to, b<» fboqJd tiike ff>w tof^iimifmvfmi^ismxi^ foptn^ j r<»ew- 
uig tbe sraivNKt 98iuniri9ei> tbat> io ^v«inr tbiii^ not iioipp9«iAt«»t vitb 

the law of the land, he should be happy to serve you. He desjrfdj 

how««er# idbat I wviM tall? para^bat Wpl^ sbPoU baii« tbf JPrpcedfnts 
ivi^mepi, Xb«ii« JtfRp ]»i} nAntiqn b^ was already ^[qwu^d of; 
iad3«4 1 b«4 n)e9ti«n«4 tba^i to bUn be^« I tbsn t9tl4 ki« that, 

8iq)po8ing the commission to be granted, I believed yon 79vld not 
choose that tUe 4ml ^^Mwdd jctffm w bofpr? ibf Jifst w&ik in Qftob^e* 
promising that I now spoke to him rather as to a person who honoured 
me and my friend with his friendship and good wishes, than as to the 

Lord C r ; and therefore begging, that if my ignorance or zeal 

should induce me to mention any dung' improper, he would be so good 
as to stop me. He replied, that, with r^ard to the time, it could not 
be earlier than what I had mentioned, as time is always given upon 
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these occasions to prepare a defence ; and that^ even when the time had 
been appointed^ you might have it postponed^ by alleging that you were 
not ready. 

I now hinted delicately and distantly, that I did believe there were 
certain persons who might not be so eligible, &c. Here he stopped 
me with — " This, perhaps, may not be quite proper : if there be any 
person a relation to the deceased, or any one who can be supposed to 
harbour any resentment against the person to be tried^ these, as men of 
honour, must refuse the commission.'* And, after thinking a little, he 
added, '^ I don*t know but that I may think it right, when the appoint* 
ment shall be made, to call upon your Lordship, as a person so nearly 
connected with your firiend, to desire to know of you whether any ex- 
ception lies against such appointment." This, with many strong pro- 
f^ions of desire to serve you, was the sum of our conversation, which 
I have put down in such a hurry, as my eyes ache sadly, that I fear 
you will scarcely understand me. On the whole, all goes on, I think, 

very well ; but I vnsh my Lord L—t 1 would be speedy. I only 

fear the desire of keeping you from P ^t, for which reason I tell 

every where that the ofience is bailable. 

TheCh ^r, unprovoked too, made use of an expression that 

pleased me : ^' It would be most dishonourable and unworthy to keep an 
affair of this kind hanging over such a man's head during the session 
ofP 1. 

Pearson Is out of tovm, but Bayley has undertaken your business. 

No excuses, for Heaven's sake ! Is not your business really my own ? 
Indeed it is so much like my own, that I wonder I go about it with so 
y^ch alacrity. 

^dieu iny dearest, dear friend : write to me immediatelv, 
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LETTER XXII. 

JFVoT^ Lord Charlemont to H. Flood, Esq. 

Sunday Morning. 
My dearest, dear Flood, 

WITHOUT making any remarks upon it, I send you, by express, 
the inclosed letter from the C r , which has, indeed, given me 

the greatest uneasiness. His arguments to me against granting the 
Commission, in the two last visits which I made him, were, — ^that there 
is no Precedent where a Commission has been granted at the request of 
the Defendant ; that the legality of such procedure may be doubtfril, as 
he has met with a. passage in Lord Coke which seems to point that 
way. That unless the measure were dear from all objection, it would 
not only be dishonourable for you, but might also be attended with bad 
consequences to you, as an Appeal might be made. Notwithstanding 
this perhaps too great caution of his, he is, I am convinced, sincerely 
your friend, which truth, the trouble which he shews at not being able 
immediately to comply with your desire, and the pains he has taken in 
this afiair, sufficiently evince. Still I think, however,* there are some 
hopes ; but should they fail, for God's sake come to town, and give in 
ba^il at the Ring's Bench, as soon as it is possible so to do. I will not 
tell you how greatly I am distressed at the ill success of my negociation, 
because yon well know how warmly, how sincerely, how really I am 
your friend. 

The C r agreed perfectly with me, that the present agitation of 

the Country was a strong additional reason for the measure ; and seemed 
to wish it as warmly as I could do. He thinks, that in case you should 
fail in regard to the Commission, you ought to consider whether it will 
not be mor« eligible to be tried at the King's Bench. 
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LBTTER XXHl. 

D. Castle, 2lst Feb. 1773. 
Sir, 
I HAYi: ¥«ry t>&nitaliu' fttUMHM ibf iti[)lieit{iig t6 know how soon 
yon jtfopose ^Mtiing up to I)ttbfi&, Afid df wishing, If it snits yonr con- 
v«niMiti«, th4t it ttkigfat be ai soon M possible, that I might ask the 
faTonr of spedldAg with yott ht the CtaAt. t htive ^e honour to be, 
with tte trtt«it «stftein Slid f^aifd. 

Sir, ydiw Inoat obfltfoat 

and BMist fanmUe sisttaoit, 

J. BiwiauisBB. 

LETTEft XXIV. 

LORD Catnden presents his compliments to Mr. !Plood, and should 
be happy to see him any day except Saturday uexty as he is engaged to 
spend that day abroad : all he forgot in his letter. 

jimg. 1% 1773, 
dwHUnPhee. 
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LETTBiRXXV. 

/Vom Lord Camden t<^ Henry Fioop, Esq. 

Sir, 

I WAS very uafortuaatB this raomiqg to he a\>rowl when you did 
me tbe hanour of calling at Camden Place f and I was the mote vexed^ 
38 1 retBTBied not tan lobntea after you waa dq»arted. I shall hardly 
forgive your impatience to leave my honse^ imlesa jom will favow me 
with a second visit*;, and give me an opportunity of reMwing an ac- 
quaintance which I remember to have been commenotd between us 
some years ago at Bath. It is hard to say whether I wish it more upon 
your own account, or upon Lord Liffiurd'^ recommendation. If you will 
only be so good as to let me know by a line if you intend me this favour^ 
your letter will reach this place every day in the week by seven o'clock 
in the morning ; but you must not return, as you did to-day, before you 
have fairly seen die Place as well as the owner* 

From your most obedient and 
Faithful servant, 

Camden. 
Jug. 12, 1773, Camden Place. , 



Digitized by 



Google 



58 LSTTSB8 TO HIKRY FLOOD, £80., &C« 



LETTER XXVI. 

Note from Lord Cahden to Henrt Flood, E$q. 

LORD Camden presents his compliments to Mr. Flood, and thinks 
him fairly excused by the badness of the weather ; and the change of 
the day is of no great consequence, so long as the pleasure of seeing him 
is only postponed. Lord Camden then would be obliged to Mr. Flood, 
if, instead of appointing a particular day, he will be pleased to choose his 
own, and take the chance of a family dinner, with an exception only of 
next Thursday and Saturday. 

Aug. 15, 1773, 
Camden Place. 



LETTER XXVU. 
J. BLAauiERE, Esq. to Hrnrt Flood, Esq. 

Castle, 13 Sept. 1773. 
Dear Sir, 

I DID not hear till this morning that you were returned to this 
kingdom. If it had suited your conyenience to have given me one 
quarter of an hour's call before you went to Kilkenny, it would have 
made me very happy, as I had ^me business of particular moment I 
wished to talk with you upon. I shall be impatient to see you ; and 
when may I hope for that pleasure? 

Your*s very sincerely. 

Dear Sir, 

J. BLAaUIBRE. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

To Lord North, from the Duke of Devonshire, 8^0. 

My Lord, 

IT is publicly reported, that a project has been communicated to 

. the King's Ministers for proposing, in die Parliament of Ireland, a Tax 

of Regulation, which is particularly and exclusiyely to affect the property 

of those of His Majesty's subjects who possess land in that kingdom, 

but whose ordinary residence is in this. 

It is in the same manner publicly understood, that this extraor- 
dinary design has been encouraged by an assurance from Administra- 
tion, that, if die Heads of a Bill proposing such a Tax should be 
transmitted from Ireland, they would be returned with the sanction of 
His Majesty's Privy Council here under the Great Seal of England. — 
My Lord, we find ourselves comprehended, under the description of 
those who are to be die objects of this unprecedented imposition. We 
possess considerable landed property in both kingdoms, our ordinary 
residence is in England: .We have not hitherto considered such resi- 
. dence as an act of delinquency to be punished, or as a political evil to 
be corrected by the penal operation of a partial tax. 

We have had, many of us, our births and our earliest habits in this 
kingdom ; some of us have an indispensable public duty, and all of us, 
when such duty does not require such restriction, have the right of 
Free Subjects of choosing our habitation in whatever part of His Ma- 
jesty's dpniinions we shall esteem most convenient. 

We panpot, without astonishment, hear of a scheme by which we 
are to be stigmatized by what is in effect a fine for our abode in this 
country, the principal Member of the British Empire and the resi* 
dence of our Common Sovereign* 
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We have ever shewn the utmost readiness in contributing, with the 
rest of onr Fellow Sabjects, in any legal and eqnal method to the exi- 
gencies of the Public Service^* and to the support of His Majesty's 
Goverpment. 

We have ever borne a cordial, though not an exclusive regard to the 
true interest of Ireland^ and to all its rights and liberties^ to none of 
which we tliink our residence in Great Britain to be in the least preju- 
dicial^ but rather the means^ in very many cases, of affording them a 
timely and effectaal support. 

We cannot avoid considering this scheme in the highest degree in- 
jurious to l!)e wdfare of that kingdom as well as of ^this : its manifest 
tendency is to lessen the value of all landed property there, to put re- 
strictions upon it unknown in any part of the British dominions, and, 
as far as we can find, without paraUel in any civilized country. It 
leads directly to a separation of these kingdoms in interest and affection, 
contrary to the standing policy of our Ancestors, which has been at 
every period, and particularly at the glorious devolution, inseparably 
to connect them by every tie both of affiscdon and interest. 

We xpplj to your Lordship in particular. This is intended as a 
mode of public supply; and as we conceive Ate Treasury of Ireland, 
as well as iftiat of England, is in a great measure within your Lordsfaip^s 
particular department, we Hatter ourselves that we shall not he refused 
sutftientic information concerning a matter in whidi we are so nearly 
concerned ; that, if ihe scheme which we state to your Lordship doth 
exist, we may be enabled to pursue every legal method of opposition to 
a prefect in every light so unjust and impolitic. 

We have the honour to be 

Your Lordship^s most obedient and hsmUe servants, 

Devonshire, 
Rockingham, 
Besborough, 
Milton, 
London, October I6th, 177SJ Upper Ossory* 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Lord North'^ R^fy *o the Duke of DfivoKSfiiBE. 

Bushy Park, October 18, 1773. 
My Lord, 

I HAD yesterday the honour of receiving a letter signed by your 
Grace, and tie Lords Rockingham, Besborough, Milton, and Upper 
Ossory. As it does not relate particularly to me, but concerns equally 
others of His Majest/s servants, I cannot with propriety return any 
answer before I have communicated the contents of it to them, which 
I win take the first opportunity of doing. I am persuaded that your 
Grace, and the other Lords, will excuse this unavoidable delay ; and 
have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, 

IkfyLord, 

Your Grace's 

most faithful humble servant, 

North. 

Duke of Devonshire. 



LETTER XXX. 

Fram the Easj. di^ BocKiMGHjUi io Lord Cosk, inclMing the two 

precei&9g Letters. 
My Lord^ 
I AM desired, by ^ Ddke of Devonshire, Lord Besborough, 
Lond Upper Ossory, and Lord Mflton, to commtmicate to your Lord- 
ship the inclosed papers, which contiuru what has passed between ns and 
His Majesty's Ministers vpan tine ixxformatioa we had received of a 
Political Land Tax which is to be proposed in the Parliament of 
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Ireland^ and which is calculated to affect only those who do not com- 
monly reside in that kingdom. 

We thought proper to apply to Lord North in order to authenticate 
our intelligence, and to lay a proper ground for any future proceeding 
on this subject: it was thought respectful to Government not to give too 
easy a credit to the report of so very extraordinary a procedure, and it 
appeared necessary to lose no time in stating our objections/ that we 
might give the Ministry here an opportunity of reconsidering the matter ' 
before it should be openly countenanced by the King's Servanta in 
Ireland. 

Lord North's second answer to our letter contains an explicit account 
of the design. It is coloured over with the usual pretences of supplying 
the revenue, and restoring public credit. • But if Ae ordinary revenue of 
Ireland, by any management, is become now in the time of profoimd 
peace so unequal to the establishments as to require extraordinary ^ids^ 
we cannot conceive that thenecessity of New Taxes can furnish a reason 
for imposing such as are unjust. The Irish Parliament meets again on 
the 28th of this month. Many gentlemen of consideration^ for their 
interest and abilities, will oppose this project in Ireland ; but with the 
previous countenance it has received here, it is to be apprehended that 
their opposition may prove ineffectual, and that the Tax Bill may be 
transmitted to England before the end of November. The opposition, 
therefore, in order to be effectual, must be early; and it must be made 
in England as well as in Ireland. We have a right to be heard by our 
Counsel against this measure, and may oppose it in every stage of its 
progress before the Privy Council here. It is therefore wished that a 
general meeting of those who are most immediately concerned may be 
held in London about the middle of November ; your Lordship shall 
undoubtedly be informed about any future steps that may be taken in 
this unprecedented plan of taxation, and shall receive proper notice of 
t)ie precise time and place that shal| be thought advisable for t|ie 
meeting, I have the honor to be 

Your Lordship's most obedient and hun^ble servant, 

Qrosvenor Square^ October 30, JIopkingham, 
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LETTER XXXI. 

J. BLxauiBRE, Esq. to Henry Flood, Esq. 

Castley Uth Feb. 1774. 
Dear Sir, 

SURELY yon must well know that my Lord Lientenant is always 
at home to see yon, when yon desire it. I am at this moment preparing 
Dispatches, which mnst be sent off before two o'clock ; and I believe 
we are all engaged to be in the Honse soon after that hour. I am^ 
nevertheless, at yonr service when yon please. I shall not stir till I go 
to the Honse, and I shall always be happy to wait upon yon, being most 
faithfhUy 

Yonr obedient servant, &c. 

J. BLXaUIERB. 



LETTER XXXn. 

W. Blakenby, Esq. to Henry Flood, Esq. 

Dear Flood, . . 

WEBB is loud, in praise of your Odes: what, alas! shall Blakeney 

say ? His voice is much too low for fame; he must content himself with 

Praises not loud but deep, which the poor tongue 
Would fiuD proclaim, but cannot 

Yet let me whisper, 

(Flacco etiam invito) tibi conl^t Pindarum aentulari penna param solubili. 
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Pray tell Lady Frances (with my best respects) that Mr. Mayson 
makes a very good report of her young fayonrite^ 

Vale ac Tivc ! 

Memos acta dob aMo rtgi piertisc 
Mutataeque simul togae. 

W.B. 

Scripfus etin tergo. 

I beg leave to send a note upon a line of Pope^ in which the Lord 

Bishop of Gloucester seems to have imitated the punctuatioa, style, and 

spirit of Alderman Faulkner more happily than any of the inodenus : — 

Half ftotht half venom, q^its hiaudf abroad** 

Ep. to Arhahnot, S20 line. 

I shall set out for Dublin on the 15tk of next month. May I pass a 
week ift Dominlck Street before I go to Farmly ? 

Scriptusatialergo* 
Bath, 9 Jult/. 

LETTER XXXIIL 

J. Bla&uiere^ Esq. to Henry Flood^ Esq. 

Duke Street, 15 Dec. 1774, 

My dear Sir, 

LORD North told me this moment that your appointment should 
instantly take place^ by whidi I undteratand he means in a very few 
days. Excuse the hurry of this Note^ and believe me most sincerely 

Your faithful humble servant, 

J. Blaauiere. 



* Alluding to those frothy excretions caHed by the people Toad-spitSi seen in summer 
time hanging upon plants, and emitted by young insects which lie hid in the midst of them, 
for their preservation, while in theur helpless state. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

From Lord Charl^mont to H. Fi.ood> Esq. 

Dublin, Jan. 9, 1775. 
My daarest Flood, 
YOU arc all a riddle. Where to direct to you— how you are — or 
what you are, is unknown to me, and to every one here. Whether I 
am now writing to a lessened great man, or to a great Legislator, 
I know not ; but I will hope the best ; and write I must, for Mary 
was last Tuesday happily delivered of a fine Boy, who is strong and 
likely to do well : she is also as well as can be expected. After this 
I can add nothing interesting, but to tell you that I am 

Your most truly affectionate 

and ftEUthful Friend, 

Charlemont. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

From Lord Charlemont to H, Flood, Esq. 

Dublin, March I8th, 1775. 

AFTER a tedious and anxions expectation, so tedious indeed that 
expectation was almost lost in despair, a letter was at length brought 
me from my dear Flood : I knew the superscription, for I had not yet 
forgot your hand-writing, and opened tod read it with the utmost 
eagerness. It comes from you — it contains assurances of your friend* 
ship— it is a mark of your remembrance, and, as such, I thank you for 
it; — ^but is it exactly such a letter as the unprecedented interval in our 
correspondence, your former kind and unlimited confidence, and our 
long and uninterrupted friendship, had given me reason, nay, perhaps a 
right, to expect at the present crisis ? I dare not answer this delicate 
question. Ask your own heart, for mine may be mistaken. At least, 
I am sure that the two first pages are perfectly useless : they are filled 
with excuses for not having sooner answered the notification of my 
son*s birth. Excuses are civil, but are they friendly ? I wanted no an* 
swer — it was not an answer — it was a letter I expected : but no more 
of this — ^already I have said more than I intended; but there is a 
jealous •sensibility in real friendship ; it is alive all over, and smarts at 
the slightest touch of neglect. Neither is it always possible to restrain 
its effusions ; and, writing to you, why should I endeavour it ? I have 
heen ill too, nervously ill, and of consequence am the more easily 
wounded. Disorders of this kind have upon the mental eye an effect 
nearly similar to that of the jaundice upon the corporeal organ, and the 
mind tinges every object with its own dark colour. I have, indeed^ 
been very ill, and various vexations have contributed to make me so ; 
but the approaching fine season may be of service, and, if matters 
should turn out as I wish, the bustle of next winter may prevent any 
ill consequence from that unsalutary time of the year. 

You know this place too well to expect much news, and are too much 
cog^^^ ^^ ^^ important transactions of the busy metropolis to prize 
any which I might be able to send you from hence. A relation of 
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grievances is not pleasant, and in trath I have nothing else to send 
yoQ. Every day produces new cause of complaint. The present Ad- 
ministration is such as to make us look back even upon the last with 
regrety and this leaden is even worse than the former iron age ; in short, 
my visionary hopes that there might be a possibility of seeing such an 
Administration in this country as might induce me to alter my mode of 
conduct, are now absolutely at an end ; and I firmly believe that, how- 
ever ineffectually, I shall remain an opponent even to my dying day. 
You have no doubt heard of the College Transactions : they have been 

whimsically entertaining ; but H and M have, I fear, ruined 

the cause, and given triumph to the adversary, by refusing to sign the 
most reasonable, and indeed at present the most necessary, of tests. 

Y f who has consented to sign it, is, as I hear with pleasure, likely 

to succeed : the P finding it impossible to bring in the two Mem- 
bers, will, it is supposed, join him, in opposition to his first antagonists; 
and by that means may possibly bring in his son. 

When shall I see you in Ireland ? I never longed for it more, and 
that for many cogent reasons. I have a thousand things to say to you. 
I wish you also to account for your long and unprecedented silence, 
which my heart assures me you will be able to do in the most satisfac- 
tory manner. Indeed, my dearest Flood, notwithstanding the apparent 
gloom of my letter, that heart is still the same, and confidently believes 
yours to be unalterable ; and bereft, as I have been for a tedious inter- 
val, of every support to my confidence, I still trust that the idem velle 
and idem nolle, that only true basis of friendship, will still subsist 
between us, and that I shall ever remain, as I now am most sincerely. 

Your warmest and truest friend, 

Charlemokt. 

Since I wrote the above, I am informed that Y absolutely 

disclaims the smallest connexion with the P . So much the better; 

and I the more ardently wish him success. There will be many 
elections warmly disputed, and some changes ; whether for the better 
time will shew — ^for the worse they can hardly be. All our respects to 
Lady Frances. My love to such firiends as you may see. 
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LETTER XXXVL 

Copy of Mr. Plood*^ Lmer to Lord Harcourt. 



1775. 



ABOUT two months since^ when I had the honoar to receive a message 
from yonr Excellency, offering me the Vice-Treasurership, I reminded 
yom- Excellency that above a year ago I signified to you in writing, by 
a friend of mine, that I was not to be considered as a petson who had 
pledged himself to accept that office ; and that {f any thing had passed 
that led yoor Lordship to that opinion, it was no longer to be regarded 
as having passed. The writing remains, and is alone sufficient to 
prove that I cannot be diarged with causing the Vice-Treasurership to 
be vacated, or Mr. Fox*s pension to be granted, both of which events 
were long subsequent. 

Seeing afterwards in the London Papers, however, various reports 
about Such a negociation, I went, before last Christmas, to a person of 
consequence in England, your Excellency*s ^/nen^ and mine, who had 
interposed with me first on the subject of Government, and to him I 
declared, in the most express terms, that I would not accept that office : 
that person did convey this to Mr. Jenkinson ; Mr. Jenkinson has since 
told me he refa^ed to communicate it as a message to your Lordship ; 
but I was never apprized of that refusal ; nor can his not communicat- 
ing my desire affect me on the share I had in the matter, which was 
none at aD. Mr. Jenkinson certainly knew my declaration before any 
negociation began with him, or with Mr. Fox ; hence it is clear that 
I was not responsible for that pension. I saw that it must be highly 
disagreeable to your Excellency to be stated in England as having 
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vacated, by strong means, an office of rank, without sufficient authority 
from the person to whom it was to be offered. I wished to disem- 
barrass you by any reasonable concession ; I wished to lighten the 
burden to the public ; and if I could do neither by an absolute refusal, 
and both by a conditional accepting ot it, I thought it a duty to the 
public so to accept it, retaining to myself the power of relinquishing it 
at any time when public daty demanded such a relinquishment. I de- 
clined the office, therefore, as it came originally to ine With the Imrden 
upon it ; but 0aid that^ if it ahmild come eased to to that iucmnbi^ce, 
I diould not object to it* In a rabiequent tonyersatioii Mr. Jenkihson 
stated^ that, by a l^trenchmtnt of <s£1000 a year, Tiz^ the additional salary 
<^ the Altnliger, Mt. Fox*fl pension womU bfe cduuterbalaiicdd all but 
^700 A year ; and that by your raJiAiiig of the Absentee Tax, the nett 
burden of the whole pedaiaD Would be but about g^SSO. To tibis state 
of the matter, the restoration to the Kingdom of a gteat Office with a 
considerable salary, was to be added^ which in one light was a point of 
decorum tiiid dignity to the country, and in another wtis a point of 
pecuniary advantage and national allying. I confessed that this state 
altered the matter ; h brought it so near in effect to the idea I had 
originally stated as otie upon Which I was cltpable of aooepting the 
Office, that I thought it but candour to say, that iipon that ground I 
could concur on the snbjetti and possibly disembarrass your Escellency. 
Your Lordahip aeeming to doubt that Lord North mi^ have disposed 
of the Office in the interim, asked me whether I desired you should 
write to stop hitn from doing so ; I said not, my motive being to 
disembairass your Lordship tod to serve the public, whereas that would 
have the appearance of asking the Office for my personal emolument. 
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LETIER XXXVII. 

Dublin^ JprillSth, 1775. 

My dearest Flood, 

YOUR idea of my last letter was jost and friendly. It was, indeed, 
the letter of a true friend, thongh of one who diongfat he bad reason to 
complain, and eagerly seized the first opportunity of disbnrtbening his 
heart, and of pouring forth his complaints into the bosom of bis friend. 
There is a sort of sensibility which, though it approaches to jealousy, 
ought carefully to be distinguished from that odious passion, and with^ 
out which friendship, no more than love, can hardly exist; of this 
quality. Nature, who has, I trust, formed tne exempt from its neigh- 
bouring vice, has given me a plentiful portion ; neither do I complain 
of her liberality, since whatever additional pains it may have occasioned, 
they have, I am confident, been compensated by pleasures which, with* 
out it, I could not have felt. Endowed then, as I am, with this excess 
of sensibility, I will leave you to judge of my fedings with regard to 
you upon a late occasion. To have been left so long without hearing 
from you, would alone have been distress to me; but how 'was this 
aggravated by the circumstances attending your silence ? Reports, to 
me of the most disgustful kind, were daily propagated ; and, as they 
had their source from what seemed to be the very best authority, it is by 
no means surprising that they should have gained universal credit. 
How, then, must it have hurt me to be hourly pestered by such vexa* 
tious slanders, without being enabled, by proper information, either to 
contradict them or to excuse you ? But you have now, at length, given 
me a reason for your reserve, and such a one as must content me. You 
assure me that you would leave nothing uncommunicated that did not 
belong to others j and which had not come to you under confidence and 
fipcrecy. This must suffice, and I no longer murmur ; bnt as you se^ni 
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to be aninfonned of what has pasHed in Ireland since your departure^ it 
may not be amiss that I should inform yoa of the Reports circulated 
with regard to you> to which I have just now alluded. It was confi-^ 
dently asserted that you were Vice-Treasurer ; neither could this intel- 
ligence meet with the smallest contradiction, as it originated from 
Lord H. himself, and was farth^ corroborated by your being placed at 
the Council Board. Lord Clare, to compensate his resignation^ was to 
have ^3000 a year salary annexed to the necessary office of Chamber- 
lain to tlie Exchequer. It was also said, though I believe not from the 
same authority, that you were to have a seat in the English Parliament. 
Amidst the universal credit whidi this intelligence obtained, I alone 
remained incredulous. We believe with difficulty that which gives us 
pain, and I love you too well to wish you so promoted. Our conver- 
sation, also, immediately before your leaving Ireland, had impressed me 
with a diorough confidence lliat you had seen and felt your mistake 
with regard to our present Ministry ; that the mist of delusion was 
dispelled, and that your conduct for the future would be such as I 
wished it. My heart is ever willing to believe the best in every thing 
that concerns you; and I was certain that after your fruitless essay, 
which, though I could not approve I endeavoured to excuse, you would 
reinstate yourself in that dignity for which you were formed, and which 
I ever wished you to possess. That such were my thoughts concerning 
you, you must have been sensible from every circumstance attending 
our latter interviews. There were, besides, two circumstances in the 
^odious report which appeared to me utterly impossible: that you 
should accept of a Seat in Parliament, which must enlist you under the 
banners of a Ministry who were engaged in operations not only disap- 
proved by your judgment, but repugnant and abhorrent to the warmest 
feelings of your heart, was a miracle to which I never could give credit; 
and that you should take an office whidi was in effect no other than a 
masked pension, seemed to me beyond all the bounds of probability. 
At length, however, it appeared, much I confess to my satisfaction, that 
the great audiority above mentioned had been mistaken^ and that you 
still remained unplaced, unpensioned. Various were the attempts 
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made to solve thk riddle, bat the most probable solution was as fol- 
lows : — ^That the Secret«iry he4 asked and had found both King and 
Minister well inclined ; thait, fiH-getting there were some other neces- 
saiy ht&pa to be taken, be had, in consequence of this overture, written 
over, a little prematurely, to his Principal, or rather DepiUyy informing 
him that the business was done ; that, fondly relying upon this in* 
formation, Lord H, had talked, and bad, upon making a fresh batch of 
Privy Counsellors, put you among them ; but that Lord Clare posi- 
tively refused to resign, and that the business hung diere. One farther 
circumstance I myself propagated, and not without success, which was, 
that probably B. had not only forgotten to sound Lord Clarets senti- 
ments with regard to resignation, but your^s ako respecting acceptance. 
Su49h were the reports which gave our idle busy town matter for a 
month's conversation. But should I endeavour to describe, in their* 
proper colours, my own feelings upon this occasion; the various and 
contrary effects the belief of this event produced upon difierent sets of 
men ; Ihe exultation of the Bad, the depression of the Ckiod, and the 
many battles which I have manfully sustained upon your acconnt, I 
shouM prolong my letter to such a length, that you would aeidier have 
time nor patience to read it ; I shall, therefore, hasten to a point which 
I have much at heart-^he communicating to you, in as few words as 
possible, a sketch' of my sentiments with regard to the impropriety of 
a person in your situation taking O0ic^ and t^is I do with all the firee- 
dom of friendship, to warn and to ^rm you against the many tempta-* 
tions with which you may possibly be now surrounded ; well knowing 
that my opinion may be of weight with my friend, however unsupported 
by ai^nment, merely because it is my opinion. I should seem also to 
myself to swerve not only from the duty of friendship, but from every 
other duty also, if I should withhold my advice, though unasked, at the 
present important and irrevocable crisis. 

In the first place, I mn&t suppose, that in taking (Mfice, as in every 
other curcumstanoe of your public life, your first and principal aim and 
object would be to do your country service; and this being taken for 
granted, as by me at least it ever must be, I declare it as my firm and 
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fixed opinioDj that, wbateyer may be the case in Engtcmd, it is utterly 
impossible that OfBce in Ireland can confer the power of doing good ; 
no Office with na bdng in any degree MimateviaL This has long been 
my opinion^ thoagh never so fixed and rooted in my mind as it has 
been since I have seen how little yon^ my Friend> were able to do when 
in a sitoation far more powetftd than actoal Office. A man in Office 
may do mischi^~^tness H n ; bnt that he can do no good we 

have a receiiA example ui a person mdonbtedly well inclined, and 
whose station, if in this conntry any eonid be ministerial, ongbt cer* 
tainly to be considered as snch. A powerfal Party coming in all toge- 
ther, may possibly be of service; yet not from dieir Offices, bnt from 
their strength in Parliament, the only power that can give any real 
inflnence towards thwarting or defeatii^ the evil designs of an Irish 
Administration. Bnt it may be sud tha^ though political power be 
not abs<^tdly ecmBsrred by Office^ yet, as a confidential appMftdh to the 
Minister is natnraUy obtained by it, there will be an opportmiity for th€F 
salntary operation of good advice; and noacions mearares may by this 
means be so tempered as to be rendered lesa hnrtfhl, or possibly iiiiky- 
ceat. In speculation this may appear plansible ; bnt I am sorry to say 
tlMt facts and experience nnifimnly d^dbure against it. No good man 
will ever be the ikvonred- agraet of an Irish Yicenoy. His giving whole-^ 
some and patriotic connael will be alone sufficient to exclude him from 
favour I and as diere ever will be competitors^ the worvt Adviser wiU 
always be preferred to ibe best ; tbe bold Undertaker 6f evil will be em* 
ployed in preference to the man who should endeavour to palliate it ; 

and in the hyiA Cabinet a H-*^--' ^n will ever take place of a Flood. 

I have hitherto supposed that the Patriot, even under the baleful shade 
. of. Court Influence, will yet remain a Patriot, and that the wholesome 
herb, though transplanted into a poisonous soil, will still retain, unim-^ 
paired, its salntary qualities. But are we sure of this ? A man may no 
doubt accept of Office with the best and purest intentions ; and &at this 
Would be your case I am more than confident. But what preservative 
can secure us i^ainst political contagicm ) What str^ftgth and sound* 

' K 
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ness of constitation coald justify a man for ventoriDg into a climate 
poisoDed by the plagae ? Let ns, for a moment, suppose a Sidney, a 
Hampden, a Flood in office. Their intentions will no doabt still con^ 
tinue unaltered ; but will their judgments remain unwarped ? Un^ 
known to themselves, ' their sentiments, their opinions will change; 
they will view objects through a different medium, and instead of look^ 
ing at all Court measures with suspicion, as every Patriot ought to do, 
they will see them in their most advantageous light ; instead of search- 
ing for latent mischief, they will labour to discover some barely possible 
good ; and: should the evil be too conspicuous to be concealed even 
from their clouded sight, still they will endeavour to palliate it, and will 
frame to themselves excuses which their unbiassed judgment would 
spurn at. The measure, to be sure, is bad, but then opposition is dan^ 
gerous ; who knows in what evils the Country may be involved ? Some 
time or other Government will have it in its power to carry this mea« 
sure, and why not as well now ? They who oppose it, oppose from 
interested considerations ; and shall I join in serving them and in carry- 
ing their schemes into execution ? Should I now fly off, it might be at- 
tributed to levity, or perhaps to pique and disappointment* The Mi- 
nistry, too, have obliged me, and I must be grateful ; (for in this case 
the reverse of Mandeville*s proposition is sometimes true^ and private 
virtues may become public nuisances) ; besides, some equivalent may 
hereafter be obtained, and by serving Government now I may possibly 
have it in my power to serve my Country hereafter. These, and a 
thousand such flimsy arguments, will be apt to occur ; and certain evil 
will be committed under the wretched pretence, and with a precarious 
view to a barely possible good. But such narcotics applied to the 
conscience will have the natural effect of all opiates ; they will stupify 
while they lull, and by degrees all feeling will be lost. An honest man 
may say to himself, I will accept of Office, but I will retain it no longer 
than is consistent with my duty to my Country ; and by a timely resig- 
nation I shall gain more credit than I should do if I remain unplaced, 
which might be attributed to inability of procuring Office. This, too. 
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IB specious } bnt, alaQ ! sad experience bas taught ns, that, df all duties^ 
that of timely resignation is the most difficnlt. A mau.npon ^£2000 
a year may live well and happily ; double his income, he will live more 
smnptnonsly, though perhaps not more happily. Bnt can he return to 
that state, , which, though affluent, will then appear to him poverty ?- 
Facilis descensus Averni, sed revocare gradum, hoc opus, hie labpr est ? 
If this bf really the case, and that it is so the ^perience of ages has 
taught us, what good man would venture toJUl his mind with Office, or 
would throw himself into temptation merely for the chance of being 
able to resist it ? And can we blame the people who wish to have their 
Representatives unplaced, and by tests tq secure them so ? By tesU of 
OfficCy I mean the only tests which are, in my opinion, admissible, and 
of which I so highly approve that I will do all in my power to further 
their universality. For what do such tests mean ? The Constituents 
only say to the Candidate — Sir, we esteem you — ^we think you worthy 
to be our Representative — your intentions, we know, are good— your 
judgment, we are convinced, is sound ; but we wish that those good 
intentions should have nothing to thwart them ; that your judgment 
should remain unwarped, unbiassed ;-^in a word, we wish you to con- 
tinue imr Representative, for we are well apprised that you cannot 
serve God and Mammon. Such, and many more, are^ in my opinion, 
the general mischiefs arising from Office, — ^milschiefs which are balanced 
by no one real good. Bnt if from generals I should descend to your 
. particular case, the arguments against your acceptance so multiply upon 
me, that to detail them cannot possibly come within the compass of a 
letter. Let it, then, suffice in a word to declare, that, from my know- 
ledge of your disposition and of your sentiments, I can confidently affirm 
that in Office it is utterly impossible you ever could be happy. Certain 
as I am of this truth, friendship alone, unbiassed even by Patriotism, 
warns you against it ; and wh^t the Patriot would recommend, the sin- 
cere and tender friend fron^ the bottom of his heart advises. 

Bnt I have not yet answered one word of your letter, neither am [ 
DOW in a condition to answer it. You desire me to be cironmstantial 

k2 
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widi regard to the grievanceB of which I compUined in my last ; hot t 
have abeady written too mtidi to undertake such a detail. TThat task 
alone wonld require a vidome. Let it suffice to say^ that every day pro- 
daces new and povoking loads npon this wretched^ exhausted^ insulted 
Country^ already sinkijig under her burthen ; and that, instead of pro- 
mised retrenchment, fresh and insulted expenses are daily created by 
this professed economical Administration-— an Administration which, as 
you may well remember, I, even at first, amidst all its flattering pro- 
mises, suspected ; which in every instance. One only excepted, the 
Absentee Tax, I have strenuously and uniformly opposed; and which, 
as I am confident they can never mean other than mischief to my 
Country, / ever will oppose, and wish I were armed with an hundred 
votes, or, what would be nearly equal, with your unbiassed tongue, to 
render my opposition thoroughly efiectual. Tes, from the bottom of 
my heait I do most sincerely hate and detest our present Administra- 
tion* Exclusive of my public motives, for private reasons, if private 
they may be called, I hate and detest them : they have seduced my 
Brother; they have done far worse — they have endeavoured to seduce 
my Friend ! 

And now, my dearest Flood, upon reading over the tedious volume 
which I have written, I confess myself in doubt whether or not I ought to 
send it to you ; since perhaps the warmth of my zeal towards you and to- 
wards my Country may have transported me too far, and compelled me 
to write what perhaps not even our friendship can perfectly justify. No- 
thing, not even the acknowledged fallibility of human nature, even in 
the best of men, can give me a right for a moment to suppose that you 
are capable of acting otherwise than as you ought. Tet what I have 
written you must see : for I should esteem it a crime against friendship 
to conceal from you any thoughts of mine, which in any way regard 
you. Neither can I fear that any thing contained in this letter can 
possibly displease you, when you consider that all I have written pro- 
ceeds from two motives only, which are, I am confident, equally dear to 
you — ^Friendship and Patriotism. Do not, however, imagine that I mean. 
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in any degree, to pry into your secrets ; nothing, believe mc, can be 
farther from my ideas. Whatever you choose to keep secret from me 
ought, I know, to be a Secret ; and absolute duty alone could compel 
you to conceal any thing from one who is, and ever will be, 

Yow faithful friend^ 

Charlemont. 

I forgot, amongst the arguments against the Patriot's acceptauce of 
Office, to mention ope, which, though trite> is not therefore the less 
fordble^that Opposition and PatriotiAm are thereby discredited among 
the people ; aod this I am the rather induced to urge, hackneyed as it 
is, because, since the mischief is gceatar in fMroportiou as the person who 
quits what the people deem their interest for what they suppose his 
private advantage, was the object of their love and confidence, as public 
credit is injured by the failure of a Bank in proportion to the confidence 
reposed in it. The argument, I am certain, applies more precisely to 
you than to any man since Ae Mt of Pulteney. Once more, adieu- 
compliments to all friends. It is not impossible but that I may see you 
soon in London. 
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LETTER XXXVm. 

JV*om Lord Charlemont to Henry Floop, Esq. 

Dublin^ Jun^ 6th, 1775. 

MAPHJSUS^ a madman of the fourteenth century, wrote an addi- 
tional Book to the ^neid ; and some blockhead or other, if I remember 
right, even hasarded a Supplement to the Iliad ! These are authorities, 
though by no means excuses : yet, bad as it is, (and it cannot be worse 
than I think it), take what follows :— 

Hence with that adage proud. 
By haughty Stoics preach'd aloud. 

That Virtue is its proper meed f 
No ; bounteous Heaven, her sons t* incite^ 
Hath phic'd in view the guerdon bright, 

A guerdon bright indeed ! 
Tis Fame— for this my Henry stands 
Firm in his country's cause ! 

'Gainst ev'ry foe her right maintains. 
Asserts her liberty, her laws ; 
And views with scorn the hireling bands 
Of mercenary willing slaves. 

Exulting in their chains ! 
For this the tyrant's frown he braves ; 
Nor can the Tempter's dangerous skill 
Decline his soul to ill. 

Or stoop his mind to shame ! 
Though from her cloud of vapours bland 

Rais*d from th' exhausted land. 
Dark Corruption round him shower 
Riches, Titles, Pomp, and Power, 
UnmoVd his steady course he bends 
To where (he glitt'ring goal ascends. 
And gains eternal Fame I 
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Heaven grant that it may be so ; that yon may ever retain unim- 
paired those honours^ for which you were bom ; and that yon may still 
continue an object of my: admiration, as I feel yon ever must be the 
object of my love. Such are the zealous, the warmest wishes of a 
faithful, a tender, but, alas! an anxious heart; which, though it be 
sufficiently sanguine to hope the best, still, in a matter so essential to 
all ita feelings, cannot be entirely void of fears. Indeed, my dearest, 
dear Flood, I am completely miserable about you. This impenetrable 
glooin of mystery which still hangs over you — ^this cloud which sha- 
dows and obscures the pious ^neas, disagreeably puzzles my hopes, 
though it cannot extinguish them. I had flattered myself that our 
meeting might have cleared the important point; but still shadows, 
clouds, and darkness rest upon it ! Many and many are the causes 
which render this state of uncertainty highly distressful to me ; and 
you know me well enough to guess them all. Yet is there one cause 
which, whatever it may cost me, for both our sakes, I think it my duty 
to mention. You remember an interesting Conversation that passed 
between us not long before your departure. At that time, as you may^ 
well judge by the tenour of my conduct^ compared with your knowledge 
of my sentiments, I was thoroughly persuaded that you were exactly 
as I wished you. I then; flattered myself with a hope> of the most 
pleasing kind ; and was almost selfish enough to wish that you might 
have occasion to make use of my offer. But, alas ! that dear object of 
my heart is now, I doubt, unattainable. The uncertainty of^your pre- 
sent situation, notwithstanding my trust and confidence in you, renders 
the execution of that darling project moraUy impossible. For, though 
I would still stake my life and fortune upon the propriety of your 
political conduct, my conscience tells me that I have no right to 
hazard that which is not my own, but which I hold in trust for my 
Country. One method alone remains, which would perfectly reconcile 
my wishes to my duty, and would make me the happiest of mortals. 
But this I need not now mention, and, if ever the mentioning of it 
should be necessary, I would much rather it came from you than from 
me. But no more of this ; — ^what 1 have already said has shaken every 
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nenre in my frame. It has eome from me like the tearing away a 
forked arraw. Neither do. I bdyiere it was neceMary, as I am certain 
that yon are snfficiently aeqaainted with my hearty and with aQ its 
feelings, to know as wdl as I do all that passes dierein upon this 
delicate point* Indeed, I should have mentioned it when we last met, 
but the joyfol surprise of oar meeting, and the suddenness of your 
departure, afforded me no opportunity* Adieu, my dearest^ dear Flood 
— * I can write no more* Indeed I am not well — ^my fieunily, too, is still 
distressed* My child, though better, is not yet well, and Mary is of 
consequence still uneasy ; an anxiety of which I thoroughly partake.—* 
Adieu. Believe me ever unalterably 

Your fiuthful and tn:dy affectionate friend, 

CHARLEMOin'. 

Upon reading over my letter, I am tlummghly persuaded diat I 
have given myself a deal of mmeeessary trouble, certain as I am, from 
iuy thorough knowledge of your sentiments, of your heart, and of its 
feelings and friendship for me, that this matter must kmg since have 
appeared to you exactly in the same light as it does to me. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

IVow Lord Charlemqnt to H. Flood, Esq. 

Dublin, June ISth, 1775. 

My dwro^t^ dear Fload| 

AS y^u promise to write to me with respect to the prhicipal subject 
Qfmj lft9l^ I wjU 9t present enter no faitber into that point ; neither do 
{ think it hy uny means necessary, as I am tborongfaly confident tfiat all 
my id^Qf npoQlhat head, and all die dionghts of my heart with regard 
to it, w» f^ weU fcsown to yon as they can be to myself. Of this, 
ind^, I WAS fnUy con^rineed, eren before yoi| told me so ; and my 
letter was rather cfdcu^i^ti^d to confirm and to jnstify yonr already formed 
opiniw^ tha^ tQ givf yon any mformation respecting my sentiments, 
whieh, how deeply soever they so^y he imjpreseed on my sool, I wear 
sp mnph cfx the snr&ce, that one far Jess qnick-sighted than yon are, 
both from natnral ftagficky and from the eympadiy of friendship, might 
e^lsUy hfiYe disooyered them. 

The letter whjbch I wrote in answer to yonr's fiiom England, desiring 
intelligeivce with regard to some poitienlar points and persons, was 
wholly taken pp wjth a ^oantter which appeared to me far' more im.* 
portmit thw finy infor^pi^ation I eonld hare commanicatcd. 1 could, 
indeed, only have ^aid in g^eral^ ^t Administration was unpopular 
even among its own creafw as ; that the few real good men w^re daily 
njiore ^nd more confirmed in theu* opmion of the rectitude and necessity 
ofoppp^im ^ that the fluetnaling band would probably he fixed by 
their didike to the $— ^, and by the eritieal period of the Parliament; 
tibat a proper md nnysfi^ spirit seemed to be rising in the country, 
especially i^i the n<nthem pnits; and ihat the partioolar person at 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 LETTERS TO HENRY FLOOD, ESQ.| &C. 

whom yoa hint, was likely, as well from interest as from a sort of 
acquired principle, to be firm and active, provided only he were assured 
of concurrence and support, an assurance which the tenor of the last 
Session seemed to give him some right to require. Tliis was all I 
knew ; and even this appeared to me a ground-work sufficient on which 
to build a respectable opposition ; at least it was certainly so to one who 
thinks as I do, that, though every possible method is to be pursued 
towards the strengthening a national party, yet that a failure in success, 
or even a certainty of defeat, is no reason for ceasing to oppose where 
there is well-grounded reason for opposition. In truth, my dearest 
friend, I am well nigh sick of politics, and begin to think that the ut- 
most an honest man can do, in the present state of afiairs, is to preserve 
himself untainted, to watch the turn of the times in expectation of a 
more favourable conjuncture^ and to act, in the mean while, upon every 
occasion, according to the unbiassed dictates of his conscience. An 
Opposition, exclusive of its success, is, I am convinced, essentially and 
indispensably necessary to the existence of a constitution circumstanced 
as ours is; and the more respectable and formidable it is, the better. 
I am also thoroughly persuaded that no season ever called for and 
warranted opposition more than the present. Tlie share I shall have 
in this party, the part I shall act, will ever be unimportant. Yet I have 
a name— I have a diaracter— I have, however inconsiderable it may 
be, an hereditary following ; and nothing will, I trust, ever be able 
to induce me — ^no, not all the wealth and pre-eminence that kings 
can bestow, though I am, through my own folly, a needy Man, and 
though I am by no means unambitious of the power of serving my 
friends, to withdraw my mite froov^e almost exhausted treasury of the 
nation. There it shall lie : small as it Ih, it lies there free from interest ! 
With regard to the plans of Union, and to all those means which you 
call human, I should be happy and proud, according to the utmost 
extent of my abilities, to cooperate in them. But though they should 
fail, as it is by no means improbable they may ; though our numbers 
should be reduced to the few perhaps imprudent men who think as I 
do ; nay, though I were left alone, unassisted, and derided for my sin- 
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golarity, I should think it still my duty to mysdfj however unprofitable 
it might be to my country, to stand alone ; and, in doing that which I 
ahonld deem right, to dissent from every one. Every possible means to 
procure success, or to render even defeat in some degree profitable, 
ought undoubtedly to be pursued. But rectitude, in the end, though 
it cannot command success, can never fail in one great and important 
point,— the satisfaction of our own conscience* Were I the Member of 
a Roman Republic, and that there existed a Caesar, I trust I should act 
the part of Cato, in one instance only excepted — that I would die in 
the attempt of the Tyrant's destruction, rather than by my own hand. 
Excepting that single particular, he acted, I think, the only pait which 
was left him to act The gods take care of Cato ! So they did : they 
gave him spirit to save himself from slavery, and to eteniize his date 
by an immortal crown. 

. With respect to the Declaration to which you allude, I am heartily 
sorry, my dearest fiiend, that we differ in opinion. There is no point 
which I have weighed more carefully ; and upon the most mature con- 
sideration, I am so thoroughly convinced of the propriety of that mea- 
sure, in the present situation of affairs, that, weae I myself now a 
Candidate, I would not suffer myself to be elected without having pre- 
viously made stfch a Declaration, every one of which I look upon to be, 
as far as it goes, a partial Place-bill, and the only one assuredly within 
our reach. I can, however, easily conceive a difference of sentiments 
upon this head ; and according to his own opinion every man must act. 
But that this is the light in which I see it, and the only light in which 
I probably ever shall see it, you have kindly and fairly concluded from 
the hint hazarded in my last letter. 

You tell me that you wish I should pay you a visit at Farmley : so do 
I most sincerely — nothing could give me more pleasure. Is there upon 
earth a Man I love more than you, or in whose company I find more 
delight ? My affection for you must be proof against every thing ; since 
even an interval of deviation (it is, thank Fate ! no more), in the idem 
sentire de Republica, has not been able to affect it. But indeed, my 
dearest friend, I am by no means as yet in a state of health for excur- 
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sidiuc>^l am Mill liaUe to tbdM Mried ftttitekd tipoti tny bead atid 
^yes) l^hidh toake my lijfe mkei^ble \ Md h^ye at this instant^ in ord^r 
td obTMte ihem^ a perpitnal bliiter Qpdtl tny neck. Till the physicians 
permit me to leave off tbi6 tit)bble80ine temedy, it fs impossible for 
me to stir from home t ttt)d this ^as the principal f^ason why I did not 
see yon in England. They flatter mfe, howeter, that a little time will 
pnt an end to this disagreeable necessity i and as soon as I can be 
certain that the stopping of the blister is attended by no ill consequence^ 
I shall be at liberty to take my pleainre, that is to say^ to visit yon. 

Yonr friendship^ and not yonr jndgment^ approves of the lines t sent 
you. The approbation^ however^ makes me happy> for I would much 
rather you were my friend than my judicious Admirer. But I am not a 
little vexed at your supposing I coilld have a better theme ! 

Farewel, my dearest, dear Flood. All our compliments to Lady 
Frances ; and believe me ever unalterably 

Yonr faithfiil and truly affectionate friend, 

CHAftLfiMONT. 

Lady C. directs this letter, and it is sealed with a Medusa's head, for 
fear of openers. 
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LETTER XL. 

From the Right Hon. C. Jenkinson to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

London, Oct. 18M, 1775. 
Dear Sir, 

BY a letter from Dublin I onderetand that you have determined to 
accept the Office of Vice-Treasurer ; and I see by the Gazette that the 
King has already ligned a letter, appointing ycm to be my Successor. 
Allow me to take this early opportunity of expressing the joy which 1 
feel on this occasion. As a private Man, I take a warm and sincere 
part in every advantage that happens to yourself j and 1 lament that in 
the progress of this business any thing should have happened that was 
disagreeable to you. As a public Man, I rejoice that the King has 
brought into his service a gentleman of so great importance, and of 
such distinguished abilities. Pennit me, at the same time, to make my 
acknowledgments to you for the many proofs of friendship and regard 
which I received from you during my residence in Ireland ; and to 
assure you that I am, with great truth and regard. 

Dear Sir, 

Your faithful humble servant, 

C. Jenkinson. 

My best respects attend Lady Prances. 
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LETTER XLI. 
Prirni Lord Harcourt to the Right Hon. H- Flood. 

Duhlin Castle, 23i2 Oct. 1775. 
Dear Sir, 
THE Packet is just arrived, and I have the pleasure to acquaint you 
that the King's letter is come. I wish to see you some tune this morn- 
ing. I go to Church at 12 o'clock, and shall be back at the Castle by 
2 o'clock. 

I am, dear Sir, with the greatest regard, 

Your most humble and obedient servant, 

Harcourt. 



LETTER XLIL 

D. Webb, Esq. to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

My dear Sir, 
IMMEDIATELY on the receipt of your letter I went to Bath, and 
put the enclosed manuscript and printed paragraph into hands of quick 
circulation : the next day I found that the substance of both had found 
its way into most of the London papers. It is asked — what security 
hath the Public that a salary taken from one office may not be annexed 
to another ? I answer, that it is hard to make you responsible for the 
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temperance or virtue of men in power ; that the difficulty which you 
have thrown upon A d n to make an Office fit for your acceptance, 

proves in you a greater attention to the Public than to them, and should 
produce in us a fair presumption that your future conduct with regard 
to both will be of the same complexion. On this ground, rejecting 
minuter circumstances, I dwell ; or, as your eloquent S y would 
more manfully express it, I fix my foot upon this rock. Heavens ! 
how long shall Eloquence assume the part of a prize-fighter, and, half 
bold, half timid, balance under the shelter of a hanging guard ? Restore 
her, for you can, to her wonted dignity, and look into confusion the 
Printer's Devils. 

Farewel, my dear friend. How is your health ? How does good 
Lady Frances ? 

I am 

Your ever faithful 

And affectionate friend and servant, 

Daniel Webb. 
Newton, I4th Nov. 1775. 
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LETTER XLIIL 

D. Webb, Esq. to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

I WILL trast Lord Charlemont another time. You are now just 
what I wished yon to be seven years ago — you hare filled up the mea- 
sure of my most «anguiue hope. It is a tempered energy, a manly 
self-possession ; an articulation supported through every syllable ; an 
action liberal^ mimethodized, sometimes graceful, and always impressive. 
I will speak well of you where I can ; where I cannot — ^be silent. That 
Close w{^s exquisite : it was a perfect accord of voice, sentiment, and 
gesture. Is not this that which Demosthenes understood by the word 
Action ? While I triumphed with you, I suffered for another — ^poor 

J ^n, Omnium judicio capes imperandi si nunquam imperasset. Mr. 

P y has taught me to quote Tacitus, and you well know how to 
make it applicable. The S y is not a man of abilities. The 
Amendment was not a subject for a division at the opening of a Session: 
the withdrawing it would have been popular and handsome ; but he is 
in trammels, as poney, and will never do more than shuffle. 

Ever your*s, 

D. Webb. 
Suffolk Street, Wednesday. 
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LETTER XLIV. 

Daniel Webb^ Esq. to the R^ht Han. Henry Flood. 

AS I cannot hope for the pleasure of seeing yon before yon leave 
town> you must indulge me in a few momente conversation on paper. 
I congratulate with you on the abmpt dismiosion of your Bill. It wan 
the victory of power, not of prowess : umble to cope with yon hand to 
hand^ they mounted the flying island of Gulliver, and crushed you 
under the we%Iit of tbeir rubbish. I sfaaU reserve for a futore conyer* 
sation the particular remarks I made on ihe n^hole debate ; but I cunnot 
withhold my impatience to decfcure the pleasure I received firom your 
conduct throughout: it was masti^y— -to my apprehension, consMk^ 
mate. I wish for your converse^ as a man of talents ; I request your 
friendship, as a man oi Worth. 

I am^ dear Sir, 

Your faithful and obedient servant, 

Daniel Webb. 
Jfitrri&n Street, March 27 th. 
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LETTER XLV. 
D. Webb^ Esq. to the Right Han. H. Flood. 

Dear Sir, 

. I BEGIN to have some confidence in my ideas, from the moment 
that yon declare in favonr of them. 

The power yon so happily exercise over the feelings of others is the 
snrest proof that yonr own are tme ; ?md I had rather meet with the 
approbation of one snch reader, than the nnited testimonials of the 
University of Glasgow. It is well the Reviewers do not hear me ; 4hey 
wonld have no mercy. I am to acknowledge, in a different form, my 
obligations to yonr Mnse for her elegant compliments ; and wish that 
on this, as on a former occasion, she may not be charged with having a 
language of her own. Yon will not forget that I am to have the 
pleasure of your company at dinner next Friday. 

I am. 

Dear Sir, most sincerely your's, 

Daniel Webb. 
Merrion Street, \4th Afril. ' 
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LETTER XLVI. 

Lord Harcourt to the Right Hon. H, Flood. 

Dublin Castle, 2d Feb. 1776. 
Dear Sir, 

1 WROTE yesterday to Lord North, and I hope my letter may have 
some weight, if it is in his Lordship's power to comply with what you 
seem so earnestly to wish. At the outset of this Parliament I had rea- 
son to helieve he was under engagements to some of his friends to 
bring them into Parliament when proper opportunities should offer ; 
but I cannot pretend to say how he stands circumstanced at present 
with regard to those engagements. 

From the Report of die Commissioners, it will be impossible for me 
to make any provision for Sankey, without the greatest dishonour to 
my Administration, and a manifest detriment to the public revenue, to 
which it is my duty to pay a proper attention. 

I am, dear Sir, 

With the greatest regard and esteem, 

Your most humble and obedient servant, 

Harcourt. 
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LETTER XLVIL 

Lard CHARLEMQirr ia the Right Hon. l^. Flood. 

Dublins Jug. I3th, 1776. 

A VERY few lineB I shall write to you^ my dearest Flood ; but I 
am confident that yon will think those very few lines worth the 
postage. Lady Charlemont has brought into the world a Yery fine 
boy, and is herself as well as possible. I should have sent you this 
good news sooner^ but, as we have been formerly liable to sad dis* 
appointments^ I thought it better to wait till the dangerous period was 
past. It is now the twelfth day^ and all is well. The ladies join with 
me in compliments to Lady Frances^ and desire their best wishes to 
you. Write to me^ and tell me how you are^ what you are doings and 
how the world goes. Believe me ever 

Your most faithfcd and affectionate friend^ 

Charlemont. 



LETTER XLVIIL 
Lord Charlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Dublin, Sept. SOfh, 1776. 
My dearest Flood, 

YOUR letter has afforded me the more particular pleasure, as I 
began to grow uneasy at having heen so long without hearing from 
you. lUness, I feared, had prevented your writing ; for I was confi- 
dent tliat your silence proceeded neither from neglect nor forgetfrilness. 
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Your congratnlations never can come too late ; so weU I know your 
hearty that whenever any thing fortunate happens to me, I instantly 
receive them in idea. Mary and my younglings are all well ; and my 
last boy, as I am assured, is a perfect beauty. I shall probably visit 
England about Christmas : I say probably only, because I have been 
so often disappointed in expectations of this kind. Shall I find you in 
London at that time ? Our accounts from America^ which are generally 
as early as your s, agree with what you mention of the Howes having 
joined, and an action being imminent — a trembling moment, indeed^ 
as you justly term it ! But what ought they to feel who have plunged 
us into this extremity ? 

Who the devil is to be our Lord Lieutenant ? the Devil, I suppose; 
for they have been gradually growing worse and worse. Old Nick, 
who would be, at least, more entertaining than Old Simon, possesses 
many talents which would particularly fit him for the office of Viceroy. 
He lives warm — an excellent ingredient! — He is an old hand at 
temptation, and seldom fails in gaining a majority. He is, besides, 
so well with the Ministry, that he would no doubt come over with 
very extensive powers. As to a Secretary, he could hardly fail of 
meeting one to his mind ; and Macartney, in her quality of Witch, 
might still retain her auspicious influence. Dublin is as empty as 
possible, and in proportion stupid. Blakeney, however, arrived yester- 
day from France, and while he stays with us we shall have no reason to 
complain. Adieu, my dearest Flood, and believe me ever unalterably 

Your faithful and truly affectionate friend, 

Charlemont. 

P.S. Lady Charlemont and Miss Hickman desire their compliments 
to you, and join with me in best respects to Lady Frances. If yon see 
any of my friends, remember me to tbem^ and assure them of my 
affectionate remembrance. 
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LETTER XLIX. 

Lord Charlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

My dearest Flood, 

YOU are certainly right not to ventnre abroad^ and yet I think that 
we must see you^ for^ withont your revisal and approbation, I will sign 

no protest. I shall propose to Lord M and to B , as soon 

as they call on me, to adjourn our consultation to your house. For my 
own part I am quite unprepared, for between business, idleness, and 
dependance on you, I have not thought a moment about it since the 
Debate. I believe, however, you had better send your paragraph as 
soon as it is written, for which I will give you a reason when we 
meet. 

Your*8 ever, 

Charlemont. 



LETTER L. 

Lord Charlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

JUST returned from P— — m Hall; every thing has succeeded ; the 
worthy Peer immediately complied with my request with all that readi- 
ness and sincere heartiness which exalts a common favour into a real 
obligation : the Dowager was present, and was as hearty as he. The 
Petition is to be transmitted to me as soon as possible with as many names 
as can be procured, and his own at the head as S n ; he will also 
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write to Dayy Latouche^ who^ as Colleague^ is the proper Person to 
deliver it. As I found no difficulties^ I did not chuse to mention your 
offer of suppressing it^ if hereafter required ; nor your promise that 
1} should not be made use of unless absolutely necessary. I tliink indeed 
at all events it ought to be presented^ as it must have a good effect; 
should it succeed^ we have what we desire ; and should it.iail, it puts the 
refusal into that very light in which it ought to be seen. I need not, 
I believe, remind yon of thanking our friend by letter ; indeed^ his great 
readiness deserves it. All here join in compliments to you, to Lady 
Frances, and to Parry. I shall keep the Petition till I receive your 
conunands concerning it. Adieu, my dearest, dear friend. 

Tuesday, Oct. 3, 6 dcloch. 



LETTER LI. 
Lord Charlemont to the Bight Han. H.' Flood. 

DuUin, Jan. 22, 1777. 
My dearest Flood, 

SOME months ago I wrote you a long letter, to which I have 
received no answer : but what of that? Our connection is surely far above 
the trifling observance of ceremony, and I ought to have written again 
and again, till I had compelled your indolence to answer me : neither 
do I pretend to much merit in thus transferring the blame from you to 
myself. Self-interest, as is, I fear, too often the case, lies hid under this 
show of generosity ; and the latent meaning of this apparently generous 
proceeding is in fact no other than this, that in the present circumstance 
I would rather chuse to be faulty myself than that you should be so* 
Besides^ even though I were to incur the whole blame, I have excuses 
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readjr at hand, and tbose but too admissiUe. I have been ratBch o«C of 
order, min^ out of spirits^ and of consequence unhappy. Whenever my 
desire to ocmverse with yon prompted me to write» that Ustless indolence 
which still accompanies aU nervons comfdaints sKly infsinnated that yoy 
were a letter in my debt^ and that my writing might therefore be 
^ferred. But I hare now got the better of all snch idle insinnations, and 
in spite of ceremonial, in spite oi nerves, in spite of yonrself, write to 
yon again, thoroughly persuaded that, let what will be the cause of youif 
silence, whether too much business, or too much idleness, it cannot be 
forgetfulness of your friend. The possibility of this I will never 
believe for many good reasons, because I know your-^because the belief 
of it would make me unhappy — and because I am sensible that I am 
unalterably 

Your faithful and truly affectionate friend, 

Charlemont. 

P.S. The ladies present their compliments to you, and join with me 
in compliments to Lady Frances* My love to all those whom you 
know to be my friends. When are we to see you in Ireland ? I still 
think of going to London, but without certainty. 



Digitized by 



Google 



liBTTVRf TO TB« EIMIT «0M. H«N«Y FLOOD. 97 



LETTER UI. 

Right Han: C. Townshend to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Stanhope Street^ June 29/A, 1777. 
Sir, 

I AM extremely obliged to you for the honour of yonr letter, which 
I should have acknowl^gjed sopi)«f^ k#d I nqt .^ot^rtainreid bopev of 
^yiugrmy i?6«pects to you in persoo. { iriabed^mw^ t» have qmlt&ed 
myself ift IreWid for tKe new -Office to whioh ^e .(iiAghcMi been 
graciously pleased to ^pojisA ni^ ; l^^ty it h?ing nepc^sary §fx Lord 
Nugeptfs health that he sJbould go fthis J»ni»m^ to Spft* )re shaU be 
obUg^ to keep the 'King's letter here itiUitJu^eu^.c^ August, orllie 
b^gfifinifig of September oeixt, iu .order rthat .the .(k^A\ S^ajl of Ireland 
may not be potto our PAtiairt.iillinrilfam leas than tfar^ months of the 
sneetiftg of our Pairlimiont, wben <lie osoal Bill enabling U6 to qualify 
onraeltes heve may paa^- 

1 think iit a very fertunaiie as mdl 4S JbioiQtoufable cirenmstance for 
me, that I have two swlhCkulleagnea as l^oid Nugent and .youKself: you 
may be assured that I shall be happy to nBoaive your instructionfi, and 
to concur with you in .every thing wfaich jrelates to our office. 

I am, with great regard^ Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

Charlbs Townshbnd. 
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LETTER LIII. 

Right Hon. C. Townshend to the Right Hon. H. Floob. 

Stanhope Street, August Sth. 
Sir, 

BY a very common accident yon directed the letter yon did me the 
hononr to intend for me, to Lord Nngent ; and that which yon meant 
for Lord Nngent, to me. I have forwarded the latter to Lord Nngent 
at Grosfield, and last night I received mine from his Lordship. 

Sir H. Cavendish wrote to me some time ago, and I had a long 
conversation npon the snbject of his letter with Mr. Ellis, who was so 
good as to give me a fnll acconnt of all that matter ; bnt, as my Patent 
has not yet passed the Great Seal of Ireland, I have acquainted Sir 
Henry that I cannot act at present, and at the same time I have assnred 
him, that, whenever I am vested with die proper authority, I shall be 
happy to concur with Lord Nngent and you in every safe and advisable 
method of making the payment of what is due from him to the Crown 
as convenient and easy to him as possible. 

I am much obliged to yon for your polite attention to me upon this 
occasion ; and beg leave to assure yon of every return in the power of. 

Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Charles Townshend. 
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LETTER LIV. 

Lord Harcourt to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Dublin Castle^ August 20M. 



Sir, 



1 AM sorry to hear that the Noctamal Meetings are not discontinu- 
ed, as they may he productive of great disorder and riot. The Sheriff 
of the County has, I apprehend, already, sufficient authority to call out 
the Posse Cpmitatiis whenever the exigencies of the case may require 
it; and the Army when called upon, is obliged, in common with all other 
Subjects, to assist the Sheriff in the preservation of the peace. Upon 
enquiry at the office, it does not appear necessary to issue out any 
particular order to the Troops on this occasion : but if you know any 
two neighbouring Justices, either of the County of Kilkenny or 
Tipperary, a general order shall be lodged in their hands, empowering 
them jointly to call upon the Troops for their assistance whenever it 
shall be deemed necessary. If you think such an order would be of use^ 
you will send to Mr. Waite (in Sir John Blaquiere's absence) the names 
of the two Gentlemen in the Commission in whose hands yon would 
wish to have it lodged, and the order shall be dispatched without loss 
of time. 

I had a good deal of conversation with Mr. Warden Flood, who 
called upon me the day before yesterday at St. Woolstans. I heard • 
yesterday from Sir J. Blaquiere, who seems now to entertain rather a 
more favourable opinion of the affair which he is soliciting, than he did 
for some time ; I am sorry, however, it is not in his power to write with 
nu>re certainty of success, but that depends on others^ not on him. I 
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was in hopes the matter would have been decided before now ; but in a 
transaction where more persons than two are nnavoidably concerned^ 
delays will happen in spite of all Blaqniere's diligence and activity^ 
which have been fnlly exerted on this occasion. 

I am^ Sir, 

With the greatest regard^ 

Your most humble and obedient servant^ 

Harcourt. 



LETTER LV. 

Ffxnn the Right lion. H. Flood to Lord Harcourt. 

I^ElflMlT me to take the earliest opportunity to acknowledge the 
honour of your Excellency's communication, and to express my 
happiness to find that the security of the Country is in a state 
satisfactory to your Lordship, whose information is universal and of 
the best kind. 

1 should not have yentured to have mentioned what I did, but from 
the testimony of my own eyes in observing how the idea of invasion, 
when idiought certain, affected several here, where I had an opportunity 
of personal remark. I am perfectly content that my individual safety 
should depend on that of the Public, about which, though I am with 
reason solicitous, I have as few fears as any body. I do not deny that 
ah enemy may infinitely distress who cannot conquer. I know that 
great reliance is to be had ou the native valour and generosity of the 
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Irish^ and I have not mentioned to any body here what strnck me in 
the countenances of many of the lower order^ who have come within my 
observation. 

My wishes have confided in a favourable reception from yoor 
Excellency^ feeling that they have his Majesty's service and the public 
good for their object. 

I have the honour to be 

Your Excellency's most respectful ot)edient servant^ 

H. Flood. 

LETTER LVI. 

£. Jerningham^ Esq. to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Conduit Street, Jan. 27. 
Sir, 

I TAKE the liberty of presenting you my best regards^ and of 
b^ging the favour of your acceptance of my Poem. Thepoetce minores 
at Rome were ambitious of reading their verses to the most celebrated 
Orators : it is the same kind of ambition that prompts me to trouble you 
with mine. I should be happy in renewing our theatrical conversation 
at the Playhouse, where I recollect having the honour of frequently 
meeting you last year. 

I wish you was here, particularly now, that you might enjoy the 
singular entertainment a French Gentleman, Monsieur Tesier, affords in 
his reading a Play. Nothing can give an idea of his excellence, but the 
inragining a troop of Comedians equally perfect* The last time I saw 
him perform, Mr. Garrick was present, who owned he had exceeded his 
expectation. He read a comedie harrnmante, in Which he had frequent 
opportunity of displaying both his tragic and comic powers. 

I have the honour to be. 

With the greatest esteem. 

Your mast obedient humjble servant, 

EdW'AAD JiEBMlNGHikM* 
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LEiTER LVII. 

Lord Charlemont to the Right Hon. VL. Flood. 

Dubliny 22rf Dec. 1778. 

My dearesti dear Floods 

IT is an age at least since we heard from eadi other, and that is a 
fault ; yet, thank my Stars, it is full as mnch your fault as mine, nay 
something more so, as I am the first to break silence. Prepare your 
Tongue, and get your Lungs into the best order, for every one now says 
that we shall have a Parliament. Evep I, who have hitherto been so very 
incredulous, begin now to believe it. War^ they say, is inevitable; if 
so, we must meet: but whether jander the happy auspices of our 
present Chief, or for whom he is to be changed, is as yet a doubt. 
Most imagine Lord Harcourt, but for my part I believe it will be ditto, 
unless some means are found to inform the folks on the other side that 
they had better give us another. S. L. 0.,:who is always speculating for 
his Countiy's good, mentioned to me last night i^n idea of his, which, 
though wholly indigested^ may possibly be worthy of consideration, and 
which I sLall mention, unformed as it is, for you to reflect on. 
Suppose, says he, some one on whom we could depend were now in 

England, armed with proper credentials, to inform the Mr ^y of the 

state of this couptry, whiqh probably is misrepresented, to begid a 
negociation, and, upon obtaining such terms as the country with honour 
might accept, to propose some methods by which, without ruin, we 
might, in case of war, support the common cause ; but where shall we 
find any one to undertake this } The scheme appeared to me at first 
glance not unplausible^ and, as any thing seems better than pur present 
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shamefal inaction, I replied^ that if any snck idea shonld npon dne and 
mature consideration be thought expedient, a chargi d affaires shonld 
not be wanting ; for that, however nnfit, I myself wonld undertake it, 
provided my instructions were ample, and that I might be allowed a 
Companion; adding that possibly, if yoi^ approved of it, you might be 
induced to accompany me. In the mean time I desired O ^ who 
this day sets out for Ae country, to put down his ideas upon paper, and 
to send them to me, as I shonld probably soon have an opportunity of 
consulting the D. L. whidh I would certainly do as soon as I could 
see him. Consider this matter, and give me your thoughts upon it: 
what I have given you is merely an outline, but I would wish to know 
whether you think it could possibly be wrought up to any thing. At all 
events, secrecy you well know is absolutely necessary, for whidi reason 
I beg that you would bum this letter. 

You have undone me with Lucas, by having carried off to the 
country the pamphlet which he lent me, and which he intended 
to reprint here. Find out some means to let me have it as soon as 
possible. 

For Heaven*s sake come to town. I absolutely hold it Staff" of 
the Conscience to be absent from the Metropolis at this season, even 
though it be Christmas. 

My love to my Brethren and Sisters of the Coterie. Write to me 
soon, and believe me always the same. 

C . 
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LETTER LVIII. 

L&td ChaRlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

YOUR kind letter^ my dearest Flood, has been greatly comfortable 
to me ; for though my first fears were in some measure done away, I yet 
remained in much anxiety. Not having it in my power immediately to 
wRit upon you in consequence of your message, I called at the Hotel the 
next morning, thinking that perhaps you might not yet have sailed, and 
was surprised and alarmed at being informed that, instead of going 
aboard the Packet, you had returned to Garmley much indisposed. 
My alarm was however a good deal lessened, when I soon after heard, 
frcmi one who had seen your friend Smyth, that your indisposition w« 
no other than a slight attack of the Gout, which had induced you 
prudently to decline the hazard i^ a sea voyage. Yet still I feared, 
nor could any thing have perfectly restored me to tranquillity but a letter 
written by you, for which 1 therefore most sincerely thank you; 
still, however, I am not informed of your intentions with regard to 
England, and shall wait with some impatience for farther information, 
hoping from your answer to this an assurance that you will pass some 
part, at least, of the next Session in Dublin. You know, I suppose, 
that we have, most expensively, sent away the remains of our late Chief 
Governor ; his friends, for the sake of consistency, determining that his 
administration should conclude as it began, and that even death should 
not put an end to its profrision. 

Lord Buckingham wUl be here early in next month ; and though, from 
some experience, I cannot help entertaining hope from an administration 
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uAiieh wiU in many respisctis so totally differ from the last^ yet am I snr^ 
tbat he^ like all other Lieutenants, mnM be narrowly watched*; a strong 
reason why yonr attendance wiil be necessary. Bnt indeed my heart 
tells^ me that I need seek no' other reason for wishing you to attend, bnt 
this alone, that I am, and ever shall be. 

My dearest Flood, 

Yonr most faithfnl and tmly affectionate 

Charlemont. 



LETTER LIX. 

His Excellency the Earl of Buckingham to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Dublin Castle, June lith, 1779. 
Sir, 

IT wonld hate been highly improper to have expected that you 
should state your opinion upon the subjects mentioned ill' Mr. Waiters 
official letter^ without fiuiu^ Ihe same mfiterials as were 

communicated to those gentlemen ta w^pm similar applications were 
addressed. But in f^ct, till ^^. acpouptB and the ot»i|€FvatiQqs pf the 
Commissioners of the Revenue are drawn up (for which they have 
requested indulgence in point of time) no important documents can be 
produced. 

The demftnds for arms have been very general fo|r some time past, 
all of wbiob have been dedined \ upon* the whole, if you consider how 
much the Army now in Ireland exceeds the usual numbers, and the good 



Digitized by 



Google 



106 LETTBRS TO THE RIGHT HON. HBMHY FLOOP. 

disposition, of wbich I receive the strongest assurances^ of the Nation 
at large to resist a foreign enemy, there is reason to believe that an 
invader would have litde chance of success.* 

It will ever give me great concern not to meet every wish of your'«, 
as I am, 

With great truth and regard. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Buckingham. 

The Army^ including the Regiment of Artillery, amoimts to more 
than 13,000 effective men. 



LETIER LX. 

Lord Cha&lemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Duhliny\2 July, \7Sl. 
My dearest Flood, 

THE hope of meeting you at Newry gives me very great pleasure, 
which, ho^rever, would be much increased if I could flatter myself that 
you would contrive matters so as to come to Dean Marlay's, who lives 

' — -^ 

* Thii was about the time of the Irish Propositions, wheo the Court of France 
expecting a Rupture between England and Ireland, sent for La Fayette from America to 
command a body of French Trooiw destined to iuTade Ireland. The Editor had this 
anecdote from Mr. Lamb, a Member of Congres#» sent to negociate a Peace with Algiers 
in 1785. 
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within six miles of the Review Groimd, and with whom we shall be for 
three or four days previous to the Review. Here I shall be able in 
some degree of quiet to enjoy the pleasure of your company^ whereas 
at Ncwry, from the hurry of business and of ceremony^ no such hope 
can be entertained. 

The Ladies join me in best respects to Lady Frances, and desire 
their best compliments to you. Believe me ever unalterably. 

My dearest Flood, 

Your truly affectionate and faithfhl 

Charlemont, 



LETTER LXL 

Lord Charlemont to the Right Han. H. Flood. 

Dublin, Jan* 1st, 1782, 
My dearest Flood, 
YOU should have long since heard from me, bnt that I have been 
prevevented by illness ; and though I now sit down to write, it is 
merely because I must write to you, and not that L conveniently can.: 
my stomach complaint is not much better, and consequently my nervous 
sufferings grow worse and worse, and particularly my eyes are so weak 
aft to render them scarcely fit for use. 

The altered Money Bill, as I suppose you have heard, succeeded 
beyond expectation. In the Committee, Ministry attempted to smuggle 

o2 
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through a Sill, adqpting one of the aUeratioDa out of. tfaree^ bat were 
defeated by the perseverance of a .few, and by the want of sofiicient 
umnbers for a division ; and afterwards in a fuller House they £urly 
gave up the point, <and . sent the Bill back word for word as it was 
formerly sent, reserving to themselves the power of inserting the clause 
which had been added (and which all parties agree is not only nsnal^ 
but useful, and was omitted by mistake) into some other Bill. This 
seems to be a point gained, and I believe we owe our success, not only 
to the perseverance of our friends, but principally to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant's thinking himself insulted by the alteration. The House seems 
to me to be vanning mad on the subject df Popery. Gardiner's Bill, 
which, as castrated, may, for aught I know, be rendered innocent in its 
operation, is however in my opinion extremely exceptionable in its 
mode; which, in direct opposition to what ought to be the first 
principle of all laws in favour of Papists, seems calculated to irritate the 
Protestants as much as possible, and to oblige the Papists as little. 
No Law of this kind ought certainly to be proposed without a moral 
certainty of its being carried almost unanimously; yet will this Bill, 
I believe, be strongly opposed in the Commons, and possibly rejected 
by the Lords. For my own part, I have not yet made up my mind 
about it, as I have not seen it, and know its purport only by report : but 
I wish to heaven that Gentlemen would, in this delicate point, let the 
country alone ; suffer things to remain as they are, and not hazard the 
ruin of that growing coalescence, which, to my certain knowledge, was 
beginning to take place between men of all persuasions. 

Neither is it, as I am told, at all certain that even the exploded part of 
'die Lvw may not again be brought into qaestipn, and that some wise 
Man may not move by way of amendment that, which it would, in my 
opinion, be ruin - to grant. Indeed, I begin to fear that ihe.faamorons 
account given by some wag of the piesent House of Commons may not 
only have humour but truth in it. 

Well, but my dearest Harry, I can write no more ; my eyes b^n to 
fail me, and I must conclude. My spirits are very low, and that 
circumstance may |>eicha]>s^ make iw ^see matters in anu^favoorable 
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light : but I do not like the present progress of affairs. There is^ to be 
sure, one laminons spot, at which I love to gaze, and which administers 
comfort under all my oppressions : yon may gness what that spot is, 
when I assnre you that I am. 

My dearest, dear Flood, 

Your faithful and more than affectionate friend, 

Charlemont. 

Can you read this scrawl ? I am sure I cannot write it over again. 
All our Ladies send their compliments to you and to Lady Frances : 
mine to her Ladyship ; and to her,' snd to you, the compliments of the 
season. 



• LETTER LXIL . , 

Lard ChakijZM€»t to the llight Han. H. Flood. 

DubUn, 13th April, 1782. 
. My dearest Flood, . . 

FOR heaven's i^ake come immedia^ly; to .town ; rmatters are in as 
good a train as possible, l^ut we want your wisdom, and advice. I have 
but a moment to write;, ajad mnstlliereforie ccmdude my ,4hort note, as J 
shall conclude my life. 

Your most truly 

Affectionate and faithiul 

Cha&lemont. 
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LETTER LXIir. 

Jj3frd Charlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Duhlin, the 5th May, 1782. 
My dearest Flood, 
I HAVE received both yonr letters safe, thongh the first nc^t 
exactly in due time, and should have answered before now, but had 
so many volunteer letters to write, that with my weak eyes it was 
scarcely possible. I have heard nothing of any call upon me from 
Carlow, neither have I any right to expect it, as I am perfectly unknown 
in that County, and as there are many Gentlemen who ought, in my 
own opinion, to be preferred to me. At all events, nothing could give 
me more pleasure than an opportunity of seeing and conversing with 
you, and, if I can find any possible leisure, you may be assured that for 
my own sake I shall not fieiil to attend your kind and friendly invitation : 
but my time is likely to be so filled up during the course of the summer, 
that I much fear it will be difficult for me to find a few days unoccupied 
by necessary avocations. Could not you leave your plough, and visit 
Dublin, though but for a day ? Activity of body as well as of mind is 
your peculiar quality. Come then, and see a friend, who longs ardently 
to talk with you. My jaunt to London has been in all respects a pleasant 
one; after almost eight years* absence, I found all my fi-iends as fond of 
me and my acquaintance, and as civil to me, fis if I had been absent 
but a few days ; indeed, absence seemed to have increased the friendship 
of the former, and to have added kindness to the civility of the latter. 
I have a thousand things to tell you, far beyoi^d what can be contained 
within the compass of a letter, so that it is necessary that somehow or 
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^tber we shonU see each other. I left our dear friend Blakeuey 
very ill at Bath.; he loTea yon as nsnal^ and we had some conversatioii 
.about joviy rnnch to his satis&cticm. Sqe you 1 mnst and .will, bitt 
the surest way is by your coming to Dublin: if by any accident I 
should go to Carlow, which I by no means expect, yon may be sure 
that J should be happy to wait on yon ; but of this I do not at present 
see the least probability. The Ladies send their best compliments to 
Lady Frances and to you: mine to her Ladyship, and believe me 
ever unalterably 

Your faithful friend, 

Charlemont. 



LETTER LXIV, 

From Lord Charlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Dublin, 2Sth June, 1782: 
My dear Flood, 

MY journey to the South, after having gone through all my 
Northern business^ will be so precipitate, that it will, I fear, be 
absolutely out .of my power to comply with my own inclination in 
accepting your very kind invitation. In short, I have so much 
to .do, and so little time to do it in, that I must attend to business only, 
without any thought of pleasure. Foreign news I know of none ; and 
respecting domestic intelligence, you are, i suf^ose^ already informed 
that the Dungannon Meeting have unanimously entered into what I 
thihk very proper resoluticms, declaratory of their satisfaction. Some 
there are still discontented^ and I am sorry for it ; but how could it 
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be oAbarwise, when Aiey have the sanction and impreBiion of your 
opinion-^of your eloquence? O^ my dear Floods what are yon about? 
You never hare taken a part so disagreeable to my feeUnge^ because yon 
never> till now, have done any thing' which I could not somehow 
justify to mysdf and consequently to others, llie cry is against you ^ 
I do not join in it s friendship* forbids me. But, alas ! why must I be 
silent ? why cannot I dtfeddyou, as hitherto I have ev^er done ? 

I did not mean to have mentioned this matter, but in writing to you 
I am so used to speak my thoughts, that I conld not avoid* it. I 
desire, however, no answer U^ this part of my letter, as I do not wish 
to enter into a controversy with you upon a subject on which, after the 
fullest deliberation, I am clearly decided. 

All our affectionate compliments to Lady Frances, and believe me, 
in spite of the essential difference in our present opinion, 

Ever your*s, 

CHARLEMOKr. 



LETTER LXV. 

The Duke of Crandos to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Amt^mfy 10 Nov. 1782. 
Pear Mr. Flood, 

AFTER having pestered you with such a very long letter, but a few 
Posts since, I ought to be ashamed to trouble you again so soon ; but 
what I mentioned in my letter of the 7th as not unlikely to happen 
before the Meeting of Parliament, I find, by my letters last night, will 
probably take place still earlier. If the Duke of Riehnumd, Lord 
Camden, Lwd Kq[>pel, General Conway, &c., did not resign on Friday^ 
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I hai^e reason to think they will find themselves under the necessity of 
doing so in the course of next week. The new arrangements proposed, 
are, Lord North to be President of the Conncil, Mr. Jenkinson 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Robinson to be his Secretary, Mr. 
Pitt Secretary of State, Lord Townshend to return to the Ordnance ; 
the Admiralty not settled yet, nor do the other appointments yet 
transpire : it is said Lord Com'wallys is to succeed Mr. Conway. As 
matters get riper, I shall send you repeated informations, without 
apologizing. From what I send you by this post, you lyill easily form 
your judgment of what is likely to be the plan of Government, and yon 
will see I vras not rash in the conclusions I had drawn in my last. 
I indosc you the extraordinary Gazette with the account of our affairs 
at Gibraltar^ &c., under Lord Howe. I think the combined Fleets have 
disgraced themselves, and we have got great Glory; yet I cannot 
help wishing it had been attended with something more solxd. 

The Duchess sends you a paragraph out of another paper*. We 
both join in best compliments to yourself and Lady Frances. 

I am, dear Sir, your\ &c. 

Cranixis. 



* Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman m Dublin, dated Oct 27:—'* I moit sincerely 
wish, for the sake of my country (England), that the Parliament of this kingdom were 
permitted to sit thb winter; for I have heard from good authority, that, if the Englnh 
ICiuistry would consent to the darling mea«ii« of the Toluoteers, an tiMl Bill ci Rights, a 
proposition would be made in the Irish Parliament of the greatelt advantage to Engfaiadc 
the proposition is, that the Commons of Ireland should vote four sh^ of 100 guns each, 
to be called after the four provinces of this kingdom, to be presented to the King and 
Parliament of Great Britain, as an earnest of what Ireland would do for her sister kingdom, 
when, by a free trade, her means shall have been increased. I understand that Mr. 
Floodis the person who intends to make this motion, and that he wil! meet with support 
from aU parts of the House. I wish that persoas in power oo your sUc may not stand in 
the way of so noble a grant! The marine of England stands in oecd of eveqr support; 
and if the British Parliament were sincere in the repeal of the 6th of George I, and 
intended to renounce a claim never to be again revived, it would be bad policy indeed to 
refuse to say so unequivocally, particularly when such advantages would immedialely 
accrue to England from such a declaration,'^ 

P 
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LETTER LXVL 

Duke of Chakdos to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Mnchenden House, 22d April, 1783. 
Dear Sir, 

MY letters are so freqnent^ I fear yon wfll necessarily look npon them 
as persecutions ; bnt I had engaged in my last to give you some inform 
mation relative to the progress of the Irish Legislature Bill through our 
House. It was moved to be read a second time yesterday se'nnight; there 
was no debate on the merits of the Bill^ but all parties being pretty fuU 
of matter, a very long desultory conversation took place, and great part 
of it had as much to do with the Bill, or Ireland, as it had to do with 
Pekin or Canton. Upon the whole^ I thought the Duke of Portland 
did not seem much pleased with the BiU, and in my opinion lost a very 
favourable opportunity of paying some proper compliments to Ireland, 
and totally declined any explanation of his Irish System, or even 
informing us whether he had any. In the course of the ideas I 
submitted to the House, I could not refrain from acquainting them 
with the very violent proceedings of Lord North towards you, in 
advising the King to strike your name off the Council Books of both 
countries, unheard, without notice, and without giving any reason : 
I threw out, that it was not improbable but, after the Recess, I might 
move the House to take that business into serious consideratioo. 
However, before I determine upon that point absolutely, I must 
know whether I have your permission so to do ; if I have, you will 
be pleased to send me any particular information you may think of 
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use. After the House was iip^ Lord Carlisle told me that it was at bis 
instance that you was removed from the Conncil^ and that, on his 
informing you of it, yon said that he had done very right. In my 
^idea, this makes no difference ; for a measure of the Lord Lieutenant's, 
adopted by the Minister^ becomes hb own, and he must be responsible 
for it. 

I wish to hear from you on this subject as soon as possible. The 
Lord Lieutenancy of Ireland at present goes a beting : the Duke of 
Devonshire, Lord Fitzwilliam, and Lord Derby, have refused ; Lord 
Northington is the person at present talked of. Both Houses are at 
present adjourned for the holidays. 

The Duchess joins me in sincerest good wishes to yourself and Lady 
Frances. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your very faithful and obedient humble servant, 

Chandos. 



LETTER LXVIL 
£. Malone, Esq. to the Right Han. H. Floob. 

London, April 24, 1783, Queen Anne Street, East. 

Dear Flood, 
YOU will probably, before you receive this letter, have heard that 
Lord Northington is appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland^ and Mr. 
Wyndham of Norfolk (not Lord Egremont's brother), a gentleman of 
good fortune, his principal Secretary. 

p2 
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This new appointment is the occasion of mj taking np the pen^ at 
present^ for the purpose of asking yon* whether yon mean to come to 
England shortly^ or have any wish or intention to form any part in 
, the new Administration in die next Session in Ireland. I tronble yon 
wilh these enquiries not from idle curiosity^ bnt because I am well^ 
though not officially , informed that the new Government is thoroughly 
impressed with the sense of your iknportance ; and of course I should 
think would wish to make an arrangement that shouM be the means of 
obtaining your friendship and assistance. 

I shall not enlarge farther on this business till I hear from you 
what your intentions or wishes are. Among other things that I have 
reason to think are attainable, I have good grounds fo^ believing 
that the CMfice of Chancellor of the Exchequer may be vaca^ ; and if 
any office is an object to you, I take it for granted that mtist foe one. 
It is so long since I have seen you, that I am entirely ignorant 
whether such an Office, or any other, is at present an object of your 
wishes ; and I am also aware, that you may have particular reasons 
for <BOt choosing to disclose your intentions to any one. I request, 
therefore, you will be so good as to communicate or withhold your 
thoughts from me on this subject as you please. If you think fit to 
emjdoy me, I think it may be in my power to put things in such a train 
as will be agreeable to you ; and you well know that there are many 
occasions in which a middle man is a useful one. 

You will, I am sure, readily believe, tha^ I have no other object or 
interest in this business, but doing you, and the* Public at the same 
time, a service. I must, however, once more repeat, that what I write 
is neither at the desire nor even with the knowledge of any person 
concerned in Government ; but is merely in consequence of my putting 
together a number of things that have lately fallen within my private 
observation, and in which I think I can^t be mistaken. Mr. Wyndham, 
the new Secretary, is an acquaintance of mine, bnt I have not seen him 
iincehis new appointmrat. He is a man of stri/ct honour, and does not 
go to Ireland with any view to emolument; it being with- great 
difficulty that he was prevailed upon to accept of his present employment. 
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I am doabtfiil where you. are. at. present, bnt will direct to Dublin. 
I wish either business or inclination led you a little more to this part 
of the world, being, my dear Flood, with perfect truth, 

. . Your sincerely affectionate, 

Edm. Malone. 



LETTER LXVIIL 
W. Markham, jibp. ofYorhy to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Bloomshury Square, May 3, 1783* 
My dear Sir, 

MY friend Lord Northington has undertaken the Government of 
Ireland ; and knowing as I do the rectitude of his mind, and his many 
respectable qualities, I have anxious wishes for the success of his Adminis* 
tration. I had a conversation with him this morning. Your importance 
was too conspicuous to escape making a part of it. I told him that 
I thought myself justified, by long experience of your character, in 
assuring him, that though you had expressed quick resentments of what 
you thought ill treatment, yet no man had a clearer or purer sense of 
a fair and honourable conduct. That it was impossible you should 
have any views contrary to the public interest ; and that, while the 
measi^ires of Government were honestly directed, I did not believe you 
would seek an interest in opposing them ; and that as no man possessed 
the means of doing so essential services to Government, I wished him, 
if possible^ to look to your support. I went so far as to tell him, that 
if he thought my long friendship with you might be made useful in 
facilitating the approaches to a friendly intercourse, he might use my 
services. 

He Expressed himself much obliged to me, said he knew your value, 
and esteemed your character, and wished for nothing so much as to 
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have the assistance of your abilities: that it should depend upon 
yourself what share in the public business you might choose to engage 
in ; that you should be as confidential to him as you pleased^ and should 
never have reason to complain of his conduct. 

I was led by the esteem and affection which I have always had for 
him, and my unremitted wish to make myself useful to yon, to make that 
offer to him, persuaded that it will be an act of kindness, essential to the 
honour and interest of both, and I heartily pray it may be with effect. 

I wish you to send me an answer which I may communicate to him. 
Our kindest compliments to Lady Frances. 

I am, dear $ir. 

Your most faithful servant, 

W. EwR. 



LETTER LXfX. 

J. Graham, Esq. to the Duke o/Chandos. 

My Lord Duke, 
I BELIEVE your Grace did not give my brother any directions 
respecting the writ for Winchester, and therefore I take the liberty of 
mentioning to your Grace that where there is a probability of any 
opposition, and indeed of^en when there is not, it is of consequence to 
secure the possession of the writ, as by that means the Election may 
either be brought on or delayed, as best suits the purpose of the 
Candidate : this being the case, I thought it advisable to apply to the 
proper officer (Mr. Harmood^s Deputy), and he has promised to deliver 
the writ to me as soon as it is sealed, which he expects will be on 
Saturday evening, by paying some small additional fees. I slall be 
glad to know how your Grace would wish to have the writ sent down. 
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and whether immediately to the Under-sheriff for his Precept^ and if so 
I shoold be glad to know where he lives : my brother has always on 
soch occasions as these sent a Clerk express with the writ 

I am very respecrfnlly. 

My Lord Duke, 

Your Grace's most obliged^ 

and obedient^ faithful^ humble servant^ 

James Graham. 
Lincolns Inn, 6th Oct. 1783. 



LETTER LXX. 

Duke of Chandos to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Jvington, 10 Oct. 1783. 

Dear Sir, 

Mr. Harmood dined with me yesterday^ who told me that he 
had, settled every thing relative to your business with your friend at 
Winton^ and that his Deputy will deliver on Saturday to Mr, Graham 
the instrument wanted. I inclose you a letter I received last night 
from Mr. James Graham (the. Elder brother being in the country). 
I think you had better let him wait upon you, unless you wiU take the 
trouble of calling upon him at Lincoln's Inn, and talk to him upon the 
subject. I shall write to him by this post, and desire he will send the 
instrument down by one of his Clerks, as he will be able to swear to 
the delivery, and prevent the Under-sheriff from playing any tricks : it 
may be attended with some small additional expense, but certainly will 
put the business on a surety. 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 LETTERS TO THE RIGHT HON. HENRY FLOOD. 

I hope yon wiU not think me impertinent in hinting another matter 
to yon which may have escaped yon, which is a Qnalification. It will he 
hest to settle that whilst yon are in town ; for though they cannot oblige 
yon to specify your Qualification before yon take yonr Seat, yet I 
apprehend they may, on Election, oblige yon to swear to one ; but Mr. 
Graham will inform yon of this most minntely, if yon think proper to 
consult him upon k. We were very glad to hear that yon got safe to 
town without losing yonr trunks. In a company of twenty-two at 
dinner here yesterday, your health, &c., went round in Bumpers of 
Champaign ; the company were much disappointed at not seeing you 
here, but said that of yon which would make you blush, could you be 
ignorant^>f your meriting the best which can be said of yon. 

Another Company, I believe, not less numerous, will follow the steps 
of their Predecessors yesterday this day. Since yon left Avmgton, I 
have been infmned Lord Sandwich is to reswne his Seat at the Head 
of the Admiralty in the room of Lord Keppel. The Duchess always 
jpins me in every good wish, and the whole circle desire their proper 
compliments. I remain with the greatest truth. 

Pear Sir, 

Your very obedient, faithful, humble servant,. 

Chandos. 
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JJETTERLXXI. 

Pani?^- Web^^ JSsq. (<i the Right ZToft, I|en(iy Fuon. 

My dear Sir, 

YOU may remember tl^^t it wm my viak fWun the £mt pf our acquaint- 
ance to see you a Member of the English Parliament : if it was from the 
recollection oF this circumstance that you gave me the friendly notice of 
my wish being wcomplished, I am the more obliged to you foF this 
instance of your attention. I thought the scene of your action too 
narrow for you, and, though it has been greatly enlarged since that time, 
yet, the volunteers must pardon me, if 1 think thata eveji now, the 
British Senate is the first political theatre in the world ; and if the first, 
the fittest for such abilities as yours* You tell me that you are come 
in on the most unexceptionable form ; I had not the least doubt of 
that from the moment that f first he^rd of it : little Spirits are piade to be 
instruments, the superior to employ them. Talpnts lik^ yours would be 
disgraced by acting under any athisr direction than that of the public 
good and your own honour, two things in name, and but one by their 
nature. You say you could put a great many questions to me, touching 
things past ; I could put many more to you concerning those which are 
to come, and with a certainty of bping mijch jbetter apswered : take 
two or three with this indulg^i^ce, that yop niay answer them or lyt 
as it happens to suit you. Can you so temper independence as to 
stop short of separation ? Can you trade in your present circumstances 
without protection ? And, are protection and independence reconcilable 
ideas ? Equalization of Tr^cle^ what a conception ! is nqt the thing 
itself founded in equality ? I should be mOre ei^plicit to a||pther ; you 
will understand me. What is Trade, if suOQessful> but a system, in 
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which the Individual outwits^ and the Government huUies ? You want 
strength for the one, and experience for the other : I will not question 
the happiness of your disposition for either. Things will mend, and the 
time will come when you may trick and cozen as well as your neigh- 
bours. Apropos ! give me your opinion of the following lines ; it will 
be less trouble than to answer such old-fashioned questions : if you 
approve them, they shall become a part of my little poem on the 
Madness of Men, a subject inexhaustible, whether the examples be 
drawn from the aggregate or the individual. You will judge of the 
Poem as it may deserve, but I will admit of no abatement in the good 
opinion which I 'Wish to have of your very affectionate 



7 Nov. 1783. 



And obedient humble servant, 

Daniel Webb. 



Let the Nations bow down to a Senate or King, 

With respect for the name, and distaste of the thing ; 

It matters not much how we vary our plan^ 

One. maoy« or few, stili the agent is Man. 

Senate, Monarch, and Mob, are composed of one clay ; 

If they're mad who command, are they wise who obey ? 

Who was he who first brought bitter herbs from the East ? 

They are nauseous — ** That's right, import sweets from the West ;" 

Is this right 1—'' Very right, it is well understood, 

^' That to multiply wants is a national good: 

** Mark the progress of things — traffic, taxes, a fleet, 

** Stretch your arms round the globe, till your Colonies meet ; 

'* Let your flag in its pride to th' Antipodes roam, 

*' Send your thunders abroad — and stop payment at home ;" 

The dominion of wealth, a commercial controul. 

Founds a greatness of State on a meanness of soul ; 

Exults in a splendour, which^ fatally bright. 

Self-destroying consumes that which gives it its light. 

Not such were thy principles, Sparta, thy pride 

Was by virtue, no les^than in arms, to preside : 

Hear, ye Statesmen, and blush, when on record ye find 

That the poorest and best were the first of mankind. 
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" LETTER LXXIL 

Duke of Chandos to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Avington, 9 Nov. 1783. 

Dear Sir, 

THE great anxiety of mind which the Dnchess and myself have 

suffered from the receipt of your letters of the 30th past and 1st inatant, 

you must much easier conceive than I can express. We both unite 

in one idea and one request. We are most thoroughly convinced 

that you. have been most grossly, maliciously, and enviously attacked 

and insulted by Mr. G.^whidi nothing can justify, and whose conduct 

must be reprobated by every one breathing, possessed either of good 

sense or honour. You have acted like a Man of honour and feeling in 

consequence of his ill usage ; and to take any farther steps^ particularly 

after what passed in the House of Commons afterwards, would draw down 

the censure of rashness on yourself. You are amply possessed of the 

sentiments of the House, by their not suffering him to reply to you ; 

that alone was a full and most honourable justification of you, and 

the severest censure upon him. It is from these reasons that we do 

most earnestly intreat you to pursue this business no further ; and we 

shall be under the cruellest anxiety till we receive an assurance from 

you to that effect. I intreat you to be persuaded that I feel for your 

honour, as much as I could for my own, and nothing should induce me 

to join in this request, was I not convinced in my own mind that you 

have received and done every thing becoming a Man of the nicest 

honour, and such satisfaction, that, in your circumstances, I should be 

most perfectly satisfied with. His conduct has been that of an assassin^ 

a2 
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an assassin for Government, who, I suppose, is to pay him. Unptovoted 
as he was, there is but one way to answer for his conduct. There is but 
one opinion here relative to the shameful business ; and whatever glosses 
hireling writers may put upon his outrage, no man of honour or 
common sense can have any other than what I have imputed to him 
above. I conjure you to ^eonsidw the value your life is of, to your 
family, friends (iu which number we must place ourselves in the first 
class), and to both countries. Be assured Mr. G- must lose 

himself in the eyes of iaill men, tod parties ; even his own must abhor 
him. 

I received'in'titro letters "a fall account of the whole business, from 
my friend Coote ; to whom I should not do justice, was I not to 
idTorili you 'the part he takes in Ihe ill nsi^e you have received, and 
how hl^Iy be visnerates and respects you : I have a very great regard and 
^dteem fw him (not the. less for his feelings on this late affair), and 
shall be much <$bliged to you for any couhtenanefe you )nay be kind 
enough to give him. I think you judge right in your intentions 
i^ellttiv^ to tbeCiastle. It was iny wish to have reniflined here till after 
Christums, hut on farther consideration fadve iietermined to remove 
to Ltodbn to-=morraw, to be in readiness for ^the^ttilKeting of Parlrament. 
I wiil write to you from thence ; at present otir minds are too fall 
of you to think either of the Poplins or the Lawsuit, but beg you and 
Lady Pnmces to be convinoed we are mc^st perfectly sensible of your 
kind attention to n ; pur best wishes atteaid you both. 

i intreat you to send me a line by the ifst Mail. 

I ain, dear Mr. Flood, 

YourTery fat&fal and dbedient ^humble servMt, 

Chandos. 
P.S. We are much ohliged by your letters frxim Holyhead. 
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LETTER LXXIU. 

Duke of Chandos to the Right Hon. H, Floob. 

London^ 12 Nov., 1783. 
Dear Mr. Floods 

I CANNOT but remain under very great anxiety about you till I hear 
from you again^ which I am in hopes of every hour. To corroborate 
the opinion I took the liberty of giving you in my last, I have the 
satisfoetioii of '&iding every body in the same way of thinking'; and 
this (morning at the (Levee it 'was much talked of, and his Majesty 
eaqpressed his astoni^hmeiit at the violence. I^verj body exdaims frt 
the Speaker's suffering Members to run such lengths. Believe me, as 
an honest man, your honour 9ud tsharaoter ^stands perfectly clear in this 
country ; the attack appears malicious, m^provoked, imd unjost, as it is 
untrue: I do flatter myself that you will see the business in the light 
I wish, and in which aU others behold it The Parliament met 
yesterday, when we received a speech from the Throne as innocent as 
it was gracious ; so innocent, that the Address in both Houses passed 
Nem. Con. Our Address was presented to-day, but 1 did not go up 
with it, as it did not contain whatl think it ought to have done : and 
though I may think the Ministers have succeeded in not saying too much, 
yet 1 think they ought to have said more. 

The House of Commons are to go upon the East India business 
next Tuesday. Yesterday I had much conversation with Lord Temple, 
who mentioned you in the kindest manner, and expressed the highest 
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indignation at the treatment yon met with the other day. The Houses 
are by no means fnll, though more of the leaders in town than I could 
have expected. All is quiet at present ; ' every one looks shy upon his 
neighbour. There has nothing yet come to my ears worth your 
notice ; except, that I am informed the King has positively refused the 
making the Peers. The Duchess, whose feelings I assure you have 
been much affected by the late business, joins me in every good wish to 
you : our minds are at present not a little agitated, as our daughter was 
this morning inoculated. We desire you to remember us most kindly to 
Lady Frances. 

I am, dear Mr. Flood, 

Your very obedient, and faithful humble servant, 

Chandos. 

P.S* My Kinsman, Lord Rodney, desired I would take an opportunity 
of mentioning to you, that his Pension from Ireland, which he 
apprehended had been intended him (in Ireland as well as England) 
without deduction, brings clear into his pocket very little more than 
half, from the variety of deductions : you will take notice of this, or 
pot, as you may think proper. 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

Duke of Chandos to the Right Hon. H. Flood* 

London^ 18 Nov. 1783, 
Dear Mr. Floods 
YOUR kind letters of the 7th and 11th (the last of ivhich 1 received 
last night) are now hefore me; I return you my hearty thanks for 
them^ as they have made our minds something easier relative to yon. 
The salutation that a certain gentleman met with^ 1 am not surprised at ; 
it is such an one as he must expect from every unprejudiced person 
everywhere^ and is exactly what he deserves^ and is strict truth. I had 
written thus far when your*s of the 13th came to my hand ; I am 
highly pleased with the compliment^ a very dbtinguished one indeed^ 
which you have received from the Delegates^ which I think must be a 
finishing stroke to the person 1 have alluded to above. 

Few honourable and distinguished situations fall to a man*s lot without 
their difficulties ; there are no roses without thorns : yet your abilities 
and good sense^ assisted by honest and truly patriotic principles^ 
will^ I am certain, carry you through the slippery path you have to tread, 
with safety to yourself, and real advantage to your country; I need not 
say to your own glory, for, had not that been firmly rivetted in the eyes 
and hearts of the public, you had not been called to the situation. 
You are now endued with the power of carrying your country to the 
attainment of the objects they wish for in a temperate and constitutional 
process, and of making Parliament the channel of what may yet be 
wanting to complete, legally, what the Parliament of England meant to 
convey to them. Other modes^ the offspring of violence and intern-* 
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perance, might overturn the Constitation^ but conid never establish a 
settled free Goyemment. A gust of wind may overset a vessel ; but no 
storm^ however strong or greats can ever set her right again. Conduct 
like your*s cannot fail of making Ireland a great country ; not only 
without prejudicing England, but even making her more splendid^ from 
the reflecting beams. It has ever been my firm opinion, long before 
this question was agitated between the two countries, that the more 
Ireland was freed from the heavy shackles with which she was formerly 
loaded, the more advantage this country must reap frt>m her ; and I 
firmly believe a confined idea of the true policy of Government, and an 
avaricious and unjustifiable desire of monopolizing trade in a few 
manufacturing towns in England, were the causes of such mischievous 
and ungenerous measures towards the Sister Kingdom^ Whenever 
Ireland becomes possessed of her natural advantages to their due 
extent, and her constitutional privil^es, in amity and conjunction with 
England, I will pledge my little knowledge in predicting that both 
countries must increase in honour, wealth, and commerce. What then 
must be the result? Respect from foreign countries, plenty and peace 
at home, and the firmest foimdatioa of our natural constitution ; that is 
to say, the free enjoyment of that heavenly united government of 
limited monarchy, and liberty without licentiousness, or the anarchy of 
a Republic. Feeling your present situation^ and knowing your 
principles, I have ventured to write my sentiments thus freely to you, 
not presuming to offer you an idea, but to give you ray reasons, why 
(aknost preceding my fitiendship to you) I rejoice ao greatly in your 
present unexampled, glorious^ and (permit me to add) most righteously 
deserved situation. I must now speak to you as a private man, and J 
beg you to attend to me ; for if I know my own abilities, I tiiink I am 
better ^alified for a friend than a politician. I have no deficiencies ui 
my heart, though, God knows, very many in my head. Last week the 
I>Qdiess and I were very appreh^iaive lest you might be assassiii«ted i 
now we agree equally in opinion, that wet feet, or over-exertion in a fit 
of due gout, may be as &tal as a kadea bolus, w indsion ^f a Toledo 
blade; tift^'efore we entreat yoo keep house till you ai« well, wd 4q 
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not make prooessions on wet groaad. I honour the House of Commons 
for the indulgence given yon to speak sitting ; in that posture^ your 
language^ eloquence^ and argument, have raised you to the skies : had 
yon been on your l^a, you must have soared to the heavess. You 
make me happy in yocur increasing numbers on the different Divisioas : 
when a snowball is once sent rolling, every turn it makes increases its 
magnitude : roll it on, therefore, till it comes to the size of the ^lobe, 
and, when it has completed that dimension, no cme can he so fit to 
guide its motions as yourself. 

I can easily conceive, from the paio of the gvut, whaft you must 
have suffered, when you retired from the House ; and the relief from 
nature that yon received, reminds me that the Oak perspires, whenever 
an hardy and daring man attanpts its root with the axe; an Elm may, 
but no Oak can be undermined, for that has a tap root. I hitherto 
approve of every step the Delegates have taken ; their last move^ as I 
have told you above has charmed me. How much do I feet myself 
indebted to you, in the centre of all your business, to vindicate me from 
General L/s attack. The General was in part right ; however^ there 
never was an office I more ambitioned, if I could have been aj^pointed 
to it at a time that I could have served Ireland, and have hem invested 
with full powers: but he is indeefl much mistaken inme^ ijFbe Coutd 
imagine I would have taken the Office from a Spring Administration, 
the bastard offspring of an unnatural eoq^^ttactiouvto have loaded Irobnd 
widi a Peace estahBshment of 16,<M)0 men> when one rotten. pavt of 
that corrupted Adimnistration had 4rawn e^ry eflfecslive man out of the 
country, and left them to fall a saeri&ce to any fioreign pcywer that might 
have invaded them, in order to protract a war which he for years had 
made a job of. No ! I had rather wait behind his dbair,. or give him his 
stirrup, than occupy the Castle at this moment. The Volunteers 
preserved Ireland in titne of war^ aiid\ba.ve cerUtinly a right to expect a 
reduction of the forces in time of peace; and whilst they exer^ 
themselves for that purpote constitutionally, and as loyal subjects to 
their Sovereign, they have a right to my best wishes, however insignifi- 
cant they may be. Nothing of any moment passes here worth your 
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notice. This day Mr. Fox is to bring on the East India business in the 
House of Commons. Yon may depend upon hearing from me, as often 
as I can find any thing to make a letter tolerable. Your most 
admirable defence has been very imperfectly printed in oar papers ; 1 
shall therefore endeavour to get it into one of them correct. 

In a former letter you was so kind as to say that I might trouble 
you Relative to my suit which has been so long depending in Ireland, 
I therefore now avail myself of your kind permission. I had a letter 
last night from my Agent, Mr. Tomkinson, from Dublin, to inform me 
that he had every reason to imagine that the Lessees were using every 
possible means to prevent the special verdict being argued this term : 
I will only observe upon it, that I was ten years before I could obtain 
a trial at bar, when a special verdict was granted : it is near seven 
years since that period, and I have not been able to procure an Argument 
before the Judges : if you can, from acquaintance or connection with 
any of them, represent the hardship of the case, I shall be much 
obliged. If you will be so good, any half hour you are at leisure, to send 
for Mr. Tomkinson, who is at Mr. Perree*s, Peter Street, he will give 
you the exact state of the suit. I know your goodness will excuse the 
liberty I have taken with you ; a decision is all I ask, but a delay of 
Justice is, in fact, an oppression of the most cruel and dangerous kind. 
The Duchess joins me in the heartiest wishes to you and Lady Frances. 
I thank God our little Girl goes on well, and we are now in daily 
expectation of the disorder appearing, and trust in Providence that in 
my next I may send you a very good account of her. I am sure I need 
not add that I am, with the greatest truths 

Dear Mr. Floods 

Your very faithful and sincere friend. 

And humble servant, 

Chandos. 
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LETTER LXXV. 

Duke of Chandos to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

London, 2lst Nov. 1783. 
Dear Sir, 

I MEANT to have sent you the inclosed paper hy yesterday's post ; 
hat it being the day on which the small-pox was coming out upon 
Lady Anna Eliza, you will easily imagine that hoth my dear Duchess 
and self were a little unfit, even for Politics. As I know you are much 
interested for us, I am sure you will he glad to hear the child has a good 
sort, and is going on as well as possible. 

In the inclosed paper you will see Mr. Fox's opening of the East 
India business : there is much ingenuity in his speech, and shews 
that he has taken pains with the subject; but many objections to his 
Bill appear to me. 

I do not like the mode of appointment of the seven Commissioners : 
it smells too much of an artful design tu increase that influence in the 
present Administration which Mr. Fox, &c. took to wrest from the 
former one : I will, however, postpone further observations till I sec 
the Bill. One absurdity appears to me in their proceedings already ; 
which is, they have ordered the Second Reading before the Call. The 
Prince of Wales is to take his seat at the Council-Board this day. I 
sent you so long a letter a few days since, that this ought to have been 
still shorter than it is. 

I am, dear Mr. Flood, 

Your very faithful 

And obedient servant, 

Chandos, 
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LETTER LXXVL 

JTie Duke of Chandos to the Right Houi H. Flood. 

London, 22 Nov. 1783. 
Dear Mr. Flood, 

AS ill news flies apace, yon may possibly have heard, before yon 
receive this, what ill-fortniie has befallen ns in the East Indies, for the 
partTcnlars of wliich I refer yon to the inclosed paper : I think the most 
violent party-man will now allow the necessity and propriety of the 
Peace. Where would have been our East Indian possessions without 
it ? The Proprietors have been unammons for petitioning the House of 
Commons against Mr. Fox*s Bill : that, and the sad news jtrst arrived 
from iSrat quarter, have occasioned East India Stock to fell at least 
20 per cetft. This is the thitd army tve have lost. I lament the death 
oF poor ^ Eyre 'Coote; but, if he was to die, I am glad it happened 
before the defeat 

Mr. WoodfidDl has promised to insert your Reply in ihe Morning 
Chrohidle of Monday next, which I shall send you. He sent me a 
very civil note, that he would be always happy to give immediate in- 
sertion to any thing that came from or belonged to you. As much 
pains have been taken to prevent the Public being rightly informed of 
that business, I was determined to have it correctly published. I thank 
God our dear child is out of all danger. The Duchess and I join in 
GompKments to you and Lady Frances. We hope you have got quite 

clear of the gout. 

I remain^ dear Mr. Flood, 

Your very faithful 

And aflPectionate humble servant, 

Chandos. 

P.S. We should be very happy if we could be of any service to you 
and Lady Frances here. 
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LETTER LXXVII. 

The Duke of Chandos to the Bight Hon. H. Floock 

LondMiy'KNb6:\19&: 

Dear Mr. Flood, 

YOUR letter of the 19th has given ns very great comfort. The 
East India Bill occasions great commotions, and I think is very likely 
to blow up the present Administration i^ry speedily ; and therefore I 
cannot but lament your being absent at this very critical period, and yet 
am aware how muc& yon are wanted where yon &re. It is said, and 
I believe with trath, that Lord IVfansfield and Lord Stormont have both 
refused to support the Bill. Yesterday the Duke of Richmoad, -Lord 
X&nHow.and LolrdXeiliple^dintfl whh'me, to talk tke BiU tjver. ' Mr. 
PHt was to have beea ^^ith us, ;biit was kept in the House of Cottunoos* 
Wfe were all unanimous, that it ivas best for us to take no st^ in -the 
HeMe of Losda, forsome d^ya at leasjt. To-taoirow the second reading is 
to tike place in the House. of Comioonfis: it seems to be the firm deters 
miqatiaa of Administitrti^n to ilrive.the BiU first t|flr6ugh that House ; 
but as we.have yet not a single evidence or papef b^ore us, I tbii^ 
they must give us some time : I hope we may he able to protract it till 
after the holidays. On the event of this Bill I think will depend the 
£ite of the present Ministers. I do not absolutely wish for an alteratioii 
JbefiMre Chrigtmafi, yet I think mndi art and ability must he exerted to 
pre^ient the fiever coming to a crisis too soon. 
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We are much pleased with the contents of your last' Dablin paper. 
I have now only to add onr best compliments to you and Lady Frances. 

I am^ dear Mr. Flood, 

Your very sincere and faithful 

Friend and servant, 

Chandos. 
P.S. If you can send a friend some of Lord B — ^11 — ^t*8 or Lord 
M — ^tm — 8*s oratory, without egotism^ it may be acceptable ; but it 
must be duty free. 



LETTER LXXVIIL 

The Dtichess of Chandos to the Right Hmt. H. Flood. 

ChandoS'House, Nov, 29, 1783. 
Dear Sir, 

I FEAR you will have concluded by this time, that the first fruits 
devoted to me from ^o;ar consecrated quill have been slighted, and that I 
have even forgot you ; but I knew not where my thanks and good 
wishes might meet yon, till I heard of your arrival in Dublin. What 
happened to you then, I would wish to obliterate ; retaining only in 
mind the joy I felt at your having so honourably triumphed over your 
enemies. The Duke's sentiments went hand in hand with mine to you. 
upon that subject, therefore he has lef): nothing for me to add upon it. 
I must renew my request to you, to take care of your health ; first, from 
the friendship I bear to you ; and next, for the sake of this unfortunate 
Country, where your assistance is much wanted, to save it, if possible, 
from sinking. I 'will hope you may not come too late. Rapid are the 
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strides Mr. F — is making to establish himself arbiter of these king- 
doms^ which he will effectively do, if his East India Bill passes both 
Houses of Parliament: then adieu to the liberties of these countries. 

You have now done every thing you can do for the benefit of Ireland, 
consistent with your principles of moderation. It is your opinion that 
Ireland cannot exist as a Nation independent of England. You are in 
the Minority in your own Parliament — ^you probably may be in the same 
predicament here ; but then you will have a more ample field for the 
display of your unbounded abilities. You will shine forth as a bright 
luminary in our darkened hemisphere — ^you will make the hacknied 
rogues bow down their heads, abashed at your superior talents, founded 
on just and right principles. You have moderated the spirit of rebel- 
lion in your own Country; — ^you may do more here — ^you may prevent it. 

I shall not trouble you with any news, as the Duke writes constantly 
to you, though, by your account, you have only received one letter 
from him. 

We join in compliments to Lady Frances and yourself, with every 
good wish ; and hope you will soon afford us the pleasure of seeing you 
in England. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your fiEiitbful humble servant, 

Anna Eliza Chandos. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

Right Hon. H. Flood to the Duke of Chan Dos. 

Saturday y April 10, 1784, Cleveland Row. 

MR. FL(X>D presents his conpliments to the Duke of Cfaandos^ 
. aod begs leave to repeat on paper to his Grace what he stated when 
the Dnke did him the honour to call on him last Tuesday at CleTeland 
Row. 

On the death of Mr. Lovel Stanhope^ Member for Winchester, Mr. 
Floods in September 1783, received a letter from his Grace, desiring him 
to come to Winchester, to attend the canvas, in consequence of an ofler 
which the Duke had made to Mr. Flood the summer before of the first 
vacancy there, to which he could recommend. Mr. Flood attended. 
Then for the first time his Grace mentioned an engagement to the 
Duchess for her brother Mr. Gamon. The Duchess was pleased readily 
to relinquish that engagement, and repeatedly to declare that she wished 
Mr. Flood to represent Winchester for life. Any engagement to Mr. 
Gamon as to Winchester for the future was never hinted : on the 
contrary, a totally different object was, at the time, specified for Mr. 
Gamon. 

To prevent the possibility of error in another point, Mr. Flood 
declared that he could not enter Parliament but as a firee Representative, 
and that he should be always ready when a Seat could be found by his 
Grace, and when called on to acquire a Seat for any friend the Duke 
should nominate. Mr. Flood last winter, without waiting to hear at all 
from his Grace, did speak to a man of business to look out for such a 
Seat ; wishing only to consider Winchester as a security for his not 
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being left out of Parliament in any events without which secority he 
conld not have consented to have come in for the fragment of a 
Parliament. 

Last winter, before Christmas, when a Dissolution, was hourly 
expected^ in the continual conversations^ on the subject which passed 
between his Grace and Mn Fkiod, not a hint ever fell, that his Grace 
had any intention to have Mr. Gamon returned for Winchester. On 
the contrary, Mr. Gamon's friends advised Mr. Gamon to accept an 
office which was wholly incompatible with a seat in Parliament. 
Neither was it ever suggested to Mr. flood to look for a seat elsewhere ; 
on the cotttrav]^, he went^ by his Grace*si expreaa dtsu^ to* tke Mai of 
business before mentioned^ to order him to take eeEtajn: steps: ve^pectiog 
the election of Winchester^ at Mr. F16od's»expaQce^]olikemiaMier aa 
the same person had done on Mr. Flood's 6rat dection.fi>r that city* 

After Christmas also,, the poasibilitj of Mr.^ Flood dtfrering* with 
Administration beings mentioned^ the Duke said^ that be wiahed that no 
occasion of decided difference might arise, lest it mi^it produce soma 
application to embarrass his Grace in having Mr. Flood returned for 
Winchester on a Dissolution : can any thing be clearer ? 

There being no disagreement about the facts between his Grace and 
Mr. Flood, and Mr. Flood having repeated the idea on which he 
originally accepted his seat, namely, his readiness when called on, and 
when another seat should be found by his Grace, to acquire such seat, 
without any expence to die Dbfte^ &t any friend his Grace should 
nominate ; he has nothing now to add, but that he continues possessed 
with every ^spositvou' to- ^teflrtote Ms' GtsmTsf arrangements on the 
subject, consistently with what he owes to himself. 
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LETTER LXXX. 

Duke of Chandos to the RigJU Hon. H. Flood. 

Chandos House, Sunday, 11 April, 1784. 

THE Dnke of Chandos makes his compliments to Mr. Flood ; he 
troubles him with this, merely to acknowledge the receipt of his note 
of yesterday's date, which he will answer in a very few days ; he wonld 
have done so inmiediately, bnt only came up to town this morning to 
attend the King to Chapel, and is obliged to retnm to Minchenden to 
dinner, having company there, and being under particular engagements 
for to-morrow and next day. 



LETTER LXXXI. 

Duk of Chandos to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Minchenden House, 13 April, 1784. 

THE Dnke of Chandos makes his compliments to Mr. Flood, and 
in consequence of his Note of the 10th will endeavom- to put his thoughts 
on paper, as clearly as possible ; but should he not be sufficiently 
explicit, he trusts Mr. Flood will impute it to the delicacy of part of the 
subject, and not to a wish to decline satisfying Mr. Flood on the 
several points he mentions in his Note. 
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The Duke originally recommended Mr. Flood to his friends at 
Winchester at Mr* Flood's request^ and conceiving that he was equally 
serving Mr. Flood and the Public in so doing : and before Mr- 
Stanhope's deaths it was perfectly understood^ and expressly declared 
and repeated, in the presence of Mr. Graham, that the Duke could not 
recommend Mr. Flood to Winchester for a longer period thafl the then 
Session of Parliament, as Mr. Gamon was the object. And on the 
other hand, it was as often repeated on Mr. Flood's part, that whenever 
the conduct of Mr. Flood did not meet with ' approbation, he would 
instantly accept of the Chiltem Hundreds, and vacate his seat, without 
any condition whatever, or without ever mentioning that it should be 
on the Duke's finding another seat. These were the Duke's sentiments 
and his ideas of Mr. Flood, and he has since desired Mr. Graham to 
recollect, and put down in writing, the substance of what passed, which 
perfectly agrees with the above : and Mr. Graham adds, that Mr. 
Flood very severely reprobated Mr. Stanhope's conduct in not vacating 
his seat. 

Whatever has since passed, must in some degree have reference to 
the . above, and the Duke never pledged himself further : he owns he 
wished to serve Mr. Flood, consistent with the claims of his own 
family ; but was it ever expected that his wishes should be inverted 
into claims on the part of Mr. Flood ? 

The Duke aever expected : that Mr. Flood should enter into 
Parliament otherwise than as a free Representative ; but the Duke never 
stipulated, or promised to secure Mr. Flood a seat in another 
Parliament. On the contrary, Mr. Flood consented to come in for 
Winchester in the last Parliament without any stipulation whatever for a 
future ; and the Duke is happy that a Man of business was present at 
the time, to remind Mr. Flood that he then declared, that a Seat for the 
remainder of the then Parliament (which might probably have three 
years to run) wt^s all that be wished for, from Winchester. 

Mr. Gamon's place was never intended to preclude him from entering 
Parliament at a friture period. 

s 2 
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Be£aM Ghitstmai it^ asA jscu aftatt itii tery tm tba* tibe Duke 
meaiit to recommend Mbr. Eloodito iab £rienAe mt WiMcfamtir, iftd that 
die Duke iMatioued «• Mr. Fbod lus9eiitiianiti«kmt Uft coodfiot^ 
>ftadlihk was iqpcHa a auppottlaeii that Nb. Flood at Wavt liad Mi own 
lupottkene^t foiicibl|f inqp^^ 1» ivoald vacacte U» 

Seat «4](Mi iiiii «c^diiot Wds coat approved, cmfl tkat 4ie wocdd cttm^ 
lime ^0 fld in fe¥oiir €f Mr. ioraiiuBii. 

SincB ^hat time, events ha^ (wcmned to mdnoe ibt Ihkt not te 
reoomiaend Mr. Elmd; Mr. iaamon'a expectation and Mr« Floods 
condnot ihaTiiig 4uifileaBed Ua Contftitnetits. As to tiie first, if MSr. 
Fleod bad been r^tomedi Mr. GdMoon wonkl XMlt have given «p his 
claim -for a letig period, and wken oonneoted with the second, was 
certainly foUy snffident to rndsce the Ddke io take the pait he \aA 
done* 

If Mr. Flood had been in the kingdom «t the time of the Dissokition, 
and the Dnke had con^nkeA him as afticsid, he is certain Mr. Flood 
would have desired the Dnke not to recommend him again, at the tiik 
of losing his own interest and disobHgiBg ins friends by such 
recommendation* If Mr. !FWd wiU take ihe tmttble to -enqiifare, he 
will find that his late Cobatitiienta wore ahnoet nnammfonsly av^erae to 
his re-election* 

The misapprehension seems to be, as to the Doke'a 'finding another 
Seat for Mr. Flood : the Didde need not rqieat -what he has already 
mentioned on this subject; but he is 'Confident, if Mr. Flood wjfl give 
himself the trouble to think, he could not eonoei?eldQuit the Dnke woidd 
promise that which he had not in his powerto give. But .if he rntild 
have^given Mr. Flood earlier notice of -the Dissohition, it woidd hate 
given him pleasure, and he will be I'vry happy to assist Mr. Flood in tiis 
present wish for a Seat in Parliamem ae fitf as possible, and in evti^ 
other act to serve him, the sincerity of whidi he pi^annes Mr. ^Flood 
will not doubt, from the Dnke*s oonstaot conduct towards him. 
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LETTER LXXXrr. 
Sigbt Hm. S.. Flood <o ihe IkJce tf CiKyffAos. 

-^j^nT 15, 1784, Cleavetand Mow. 

MSL VUXfD mids Ifis ooinjdiaetftB to itie IMke of Cbatidoi. 
lAte ait nigbt, tlie Idtb, be Rceii^lJftelMioiir of hi» GMGe*6 tetter 
^tfiAiKt date, ^i(& eonttdns «nMer m new as tonqnire^ej^anMion. 
On seeing the retnm for Winchertier when be got to London, Mr. 
FJood isfipposed tomeiuiPDanimon change to iiaw taiken ^ace *; and lest, 
if iie iMot himedi^ wme awkwrarflnets nigiit arise, he reqnested an 
inlmiste ifriend to wnit aa his fiiraee, <ln espreas certain gronnds of Mr. 
FkNMTs enrprise* The <% after lis nrnt^al, namely, the Mi intft., Mr. 
FJoad ^ad the banonr ^ seohig tibe Didse «t CleaMland fiow, and, in 
the reapectiiis omvereaitions cvi^dii rhi^ fukfoA and n;44i Mr. Flood, tibe 
grounds ^f fiact m^vt sdnutted by ins Grace^n Whidi Mr. flood reposes. 
The Doke told Mr. Flood he woald ^o <everf ihfaig he tx>nld to t^asedy 
niiBt Mr* flood cottfdained of. Mr. Flood said 4hm, the 'Ohiitem 
Hundreds were i^ertainly in his Grace'^a power. His Grace said, ^bnt 
whhoQt dwdfing on it, thtft ^ere was ^ difiktiky in the peo(de of 
Winchestor. Tim mesftioned, iifr. Flood did not enter fofly into ite 
gtonnd, bntsaid, it W4mld be strange if ins aitppoiit^f the Wincb 
Address shonld bam htut him at Winchester, when bis ^^ry worthy 
CoUeagoe had not been prejudiced by the contraty conduct. T%nt topk 
bemg aeaauod in his Grate's letter, Bfr. flood adds^ llidttK hnows 
Windierter onongh to lospoct higMy 'Ae Comtitoetits <of h, mA not the 
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less for knowing that their attachments are not to be shaken^ and that 
the same persons who recommended him before conld certainly 
recommend him again with equal effect. In short, Mr. Flood has a 
conscioos knowledge that his own vote at Winchester is not to be 
shaken by any event, and that he wonld give it at any time in support 
of a certain interest against any pretensions of his own, or of any other 
person : he knows how many others are in the same sentiment. 

On Saturday the lOth inst., Mr. Flood put on paper for his Grace's 
recollection the grounds of fact that had been admitted as before 
mentioned, thinking it a matter of necessary attention so to do, in a 
case where both their honours were concerned, and in which he presumes 
it is equally the wish of both that nothing injurious to the feelings of 
either should happen. He must therefore confess his surprise that in 
the Duke*s Letter of the 13th, after the subject had taken its position 
for so many days, his Grace should refer to the recollection of his Law 
agent, and to a period of time antecedent by a year to those expressions 
and events which govern the present question. . 

It is true that, in the year 1782, the subject of a seat in the^British 
Parliament for Mr. Flood (generally, however, and not specifically for 
Winchester) was brought forward by the Duke, for it never, originated 
with Mr. Flood. On the day before Mr. Flood was to leave his Grace's 
house at Avington, for London, the subject was particularly pressed by 
the Duke, and he expressed concern that it had not occurred to .him 
when they were near the Isle of Wight, where a vacancy had just 
happened : the Duke said he would write directly . about that vacancy, 
and send to London after Mr. Flood, if necessary. Mr. Flood went 
next morning ; the Duke unexpectedly came after him, and then, at 
Chandos House, there was a short conversation, with his Grace's Law* 
agent to this effect : The Agent was sent to a person, in London 
concerning the before-mentioned vacancy, but it. was found to be 
engaged. He was. then desired to look out .any where else he could 
for a seat at Mr. Flood*s expence.' There was.. no vacancy at 
Wiiichester at that time, noi: was Winchester mentioneid but incidentally 
thus. The Agent was desired to try whether Mr. Stanhope yrouH 
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iM^cept the Chiltem Handreds, on condition of a Seat being to be 
acquired for him at Mr. Flood's expence^ as soon as possible ; or upon 
the means being supplied to Mr. Stanhope himself. If a vacancy in 
Winchester conld be so obtained^ the Duke declared he would bring 
in Mr.' Flood for that Parliament. Mr. Flood admits the declaration 
went no farther at that time ; but was not till a year after that Mr. 
Gamon's name was mentioned for Winchester at all^ as is stated in 
Mr. Flood's letter of the 10th insti It is evident that on that occasion 
Mr. Flood was to have treated with Mr. Stanhope, not with the I)uke^ 
for the Seat at Winchester. Now that Mr. Flood should agree to be 
at the expence of another Seat in order to vacate Winchester, on the 
condition of rendering his Seat dependant on another, is an idea which 
confutes itself, and is worthy mentioning, as it manifests a radical 
misconception, which he presumes will be no longer retained. The 
sentiment, however, namely, that Mr. Flood would render either his 
SeiEit. or conduct dependant on the approbation or disapprobation of 
another, is totally inconsistent with his being a free Representative, and 
is a conception which cannot meet with too speedy or too perfect a 
disavowal. The whole idea of the Chiltem Hundreds from beginning 
to ending amounted simply to this, that, whenever another Seat could 
be procured at Mr. Flood's expence, he was ready to vacate Winchester. 
As to Mr. Stanhope's conduct in not vacating Winchester as above 
proposed ; certainly, as the proposition then made was to sdlow Mr. 
Stanhope to' make an advantage <}{ the Duke's influence at Winchester 
which the Duke himself had never made, Mr. Flood thought it would 
be extraordinary if Mr. Stanhope should refuse such iaji offer. Mr. 
Flood's conclusion to the agent was, that an independent Seat was his 
object, and he commissioned the agent to get such a Seat for him. So 
much for the year 1782, which, however, cannot alter what is 
subsequent; however, what is subsequent might affect that. 

As to his Grace's assistance in looking now for another Seat, with 
reference that ought to have preceded the omission of Mr. Flood at 
Winchester ; nor could such a search, in his Grace's present situation, 
and with Mr. Flood's readiiiess to accommodate^ have miscarried: an 
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lUic^rtuoty^ rw4)ere4 tmw more jH^ecaripiis Uy dah^, is ocAu cqniifidnt 
fiMT » certai»ty> wbkb vaa th^ ooly advmtsige ^at Mr. Flood crvw 
aoagbt &om Wincheit«r« A«^ to Uft Grace'^ fiiendship^ Mr, Flo^ w3i 
always respect }t » htwght i bot in tibis caae h^haA cud^i ta deiirelfittt 
ike D«ke wUl adbm^ to bh (mtq deelarfrfioaa Mi« Flood ia ivkj 
seosiUe of Ua Gs9ce^n rmk t bat the Dake wdtt haowa^ tbat m eetkam 
desenpt&ona of mf n^ tboagb of dUfareait rcn/ui^ there awar csa W any 
idea of frieBcbhip bat on the gronnd of fmfeU aad €fMi{ reripracity ; 
that hia Giao&*B frieDdaUp aad AAr. FloodTs^ aeyeF bad> aaid neaer cooM 
have^ wsf otbw fbraidatiiofi. Hia Grraee dedattd ^not pnrataly 
aithei?) that his object wafl> that Mi, Flood>8ho«UI be m a ateaaion ^ 
affidancy, which bis Ckace baft nat aoaght far bnweUE: hk Grace 
stated Mr, Fb)od*Si sJitaatioB; a»t cMna aa high aa it was: possible fbv 
Mr. Fkod U> wi^. Mr,. Flood bmA aot thcrefbae eotat iala aa 
eatimata of tfieaa himself; nei^hea nonb Mr^. Flood toMBund ht&Graea 
of words Bsed by Mr, Flood at the tiate of hia dertioiv and iipoa baa 
Grace's gcHQg iota <^fea laat Chriatsnaa. They were too mariied to 
escape his Grace's secoUeetioii> aad oontaitted! Aa most aipKcit 
atipaladon of Parliamratary liberty. 

The Didce^ in bis lett^j adaiita diat both hefmre and c^er Chaiatmaa 
last hia Grace intendadto bring Mr« Flood ia foe Wmdieattr ; it ia 
clfiar> therefore^ that thaa bia Grace was «oA mgmg^d to Mr. Gamaav 
Oo the lOtb of March last, abont a fortoif bt befiire Asr DiaaobifenD^ the 
Dake wrote a fiieDdly letter to Mn. Flood to Ivalaad> botmadano 
mention of tjbds change of saatimeat. Isife^paa^tilial^atsohiteaperiad^ 
engagements shonld be takcft r^acdleaa of Mr. Ffeod^ witfaoai 
commnaication with bio^ and witboot aay aotioe toi look e lsewli mp e ; 
or any care oa tha part of the Dake mA of hia Ageot to provida^ a 
sabstitate for the Seat so to be taken away fitua Mr. Floody oontrary 
to his confessedly jast and groonded) expactetioBa ?. If aodk deriaaationa 
are of no weight in mattera of hanoanUa epgi^eflient^ what can 
aoDstitate claims or estoWah aecimfcy ^ Aa to any fohielaoce ia the 
Coastitaenta of Wincbastaa,, Ma. Flood baa afaready said enjEingk onitbat 
parted the aa<ypct» As>to^ hia GcaiM*» haadng^ apolaaes to. Mc Flood 
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after Christmas about his condact, he is sure that his Grace does not 
mean to insinuate that he thought himself authorized to animadvert on 
Mr. Flood*s Parliamentary condnct ; or that his Grace did not say that 
he wished that no decided difference might arise between Administration 
and Mr. Flood, lest it iqigtit tndiicc some application to embarrass 
his Grace in his purpose of having Mr. Flood returned for Winchester 
in case of a Di^olntion. 

The promise to Mr. Gamon as to Winchester, mentioned to Mr. 
Flood in 1783 by the Duke and Duchess, was relinquished by them 
^or Mr. .G«mon as soon. as mentiobedr^atfdaoewas stivted by thetn as 
ihi object for Mr. Gamon, and Mr. Floo^ was enpLgei by their Girttces 
toal^sist in obtaining k whenever he douU; The Doefaess f^atw^y 
expsfftsed her wish that Mr. JF^locd might sit for tife fm* Winchesttt:. 
Mr. Flood. always said be was ready>totu;qime a Seat, Mthput eicpen^e 
.to the I^nke^ for any friend of the Duke's, orfor himself : thaltitihiui 
not been required, lies not on Mr. Flood, but on the Agent. 

Mr. Flood's situation was not an object for adventure. The Duke 
has so fully 0xpre9se4 his sense of that, that Mr. Flood will not dwell 
on it. 

The more that Mr. Flood revolves this subject, the more he is 
convinced that there cannot be two sentiments finally with respect to 
it between his Grace and Mr. Flood, and therefore he is the more 
desirous to be thus explicit in the matt«r. 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 

£. Malone, Esq. to the Right Han. H. Flood. 

Dear Flood, 

I HAVE this moment received yom* note. When I waited on the 
Duke of Chandos at your request, on the 6th inst., I mentioned to him 
jour having gone, beforre last Christmas, by his desire, to his Law- 
agent, to order him to take certain necessary steps, at your ezpence, 
preparatory to your being re-elected for Winchester, in case of a 
Dissolution. His Grace certainly admitted the^act to be so. 

Your s very truly, 

Edmond Malovx. 
April l&th. 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

E. Malonb, Esq. to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Dear Flood, 
YOU have my free consent to shew or give a copy of my note of 
yesterday to Lord B., or to any other person. 

Your*s sincerely, 

£. Malonb. 
AfrUl^h. 
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; LETTER LXXXV. 

Lord Bellamont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

My dear Flood, 
I HAVE delivered your letter to the Dnke of Chandos^ who 
received it with every mark of regard towards you. After having read it, 
he said it would require some little time to consider it with the attention 
due to you and to the subject : he repeatedly expressed the most sincere 
friendship and personal respect for you, and said he would call upon me 
in Charles Street on Wednesday morning. 

Your*s with truth, 

Bellamont. 
. Charles Street^ Monday ^ I9th April. 



LETTER LXXXVI. 

Lord Bellamont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Dear Flood, 

Your note, which I have this moment received, gives me equal 
concern and surprise. Nothing was wanting ^ of precision in the 
transaction of my delivering your letter to the Duke of Chandos ; it 
was as follows : I acquainted him that I had a letter to deliver to him 
from you in answer to his Grace's letter to you of the 13th instant ; I 

T 2 
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apprised him that I had no questions whatever to ask him. I told him 
that my sole object in consenting to be the bearer of that letter was to 
prevent new difficulty from arising between his Grace and you, from 
any possible misconception of words, for which I came accordingly 
prepared. As soon as I returned from Cbandos House, I communicated 
to you in writing the Duke*s answer. With regard to your uUimatum^ 
I did not, t confess, expect you would have laid me under the necessity 
of once more repeating to you that I neither have, can. have, or will 
have, any thing to do wxdi it. You keow my decided opinion of and 
settled determination upon that snjbject. I must now observe to yon, 
thoi^h with the deepest regret, thai; the matt^ contained in your Note 
renders it impossible for me even to receive the intended visit of the 
Duke oi Chandos, orto be in a,^y manner the vehicle of communicatioa 
between you and him, however promising and conciliating the present 
appearances. I shall make my apology to the Duke in writing for my 
not being at hbm^ to receive his visit. 

I propose taking leave at St James* this day, in order to set out for 
Ireland, not a little disturbed in my mind at the requisition contained 
in your note, by which I am compelled to return to you the se\*eral 
papers you deposited with me. 

I am, with best wishes, 

Dear Flood, 

Your faithful friend, 

^. Bbllamont. . 

Charles Street/ Berkeley Square^ 

fFednesday, 2\st April, 1784. 
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LETTER LXKXVfl. 

My dear Lord, 
I REQUEST that what was wanting of precision in the conversation 
yim had with the Dnke on Monday, may be supplied in the conference 
of to-day. Yoii have my ultimatum^ and all I desire is a, precise answer. 
I cannot receive a new person, but expect the answer through your 
Lordship ; otherwise the end of your iotorpoaition wfll be lost. 

1 am, my dear Lord, 

Youi^s mos£ sincerely, 

Hbnry Flood. 

Wednesday morning j 9 o*clock. 

Cleveland fUm^ AfrU 21^, 1784* 



D^r Flood, 
:I tiAVrJBrakWyftpprisdtyattlittt llie re^ whsdiis < 

m fdtHE^ s^ote of '1;his day lb ise jus rendered it impossible for iiie to 
W the vdikle cf eoxraiBBtcalioii betwmn yon And tiie Dribe ol 
QjMid«% flKid tftAt I akooM aceoipdiiigly amid any luterviMr wiih ikft 
Duke. I am now to acquaint you^ that I have siaoe vMci wd a kttcr 
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from the Dnke, directed to mc^ which I therefore find it my duty to 
return to him unopened. I feel how mnch you are acted upon by the 
medium through which you view your situation, and with respect to 
which you know how essentiaUy I differ from you in opinion. I am sorry 
I was not at home when your servant called this afternoon. If you 
have any matter to communicate to me, I entreat you will do it upon 
paper, for the concern I feel renders me unfit for conference. 

Your sincere firiend, 

Bellamont. 

Charles Street^ Berkeley Square, 
fVednesday evenir^y 2\st Aprils 1784. 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

Right Hon. H. Flood to Lord Bellamont. 

April 22d, 1784. 
My dear Lord, # 

I DO not know that we differ in any part of this subject : in the 
present stage of it, which is all that is before us, I am sure we do not. 
I neither did nor do wish you to go beyond that stage : you told the 
Duke that you knew my mindfully as to that stage. This is what I 
express by the word ultimatum. Every stage must have a mind or 
intention belonging to it, which is properly its ultimatum ; at least so 
I think and mean. I wished a precise answer : does any man wish for 
an answer that is not so ? There was certainly a want of precision m 
what the Duke said on Monday, and he was so sensible of it, that he 
desired it mig^t not be considered as dn answer, but took till yeateiiday 
to fimn his answer. 
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If. yon withdraw thus snddenly (which I hope yoa will not), 1 request 
yoa will do it in the manner least injurious to my cause. People may 
surmise that you withdrew because you thought my pretensidns feeble 
and unsupported ; my knowing the contrary will not avail, and therefore 
1 request your testipnonial of it : and if you write to the Duke (which 
I hope you will not), desiring him to send his answer to me directly, 
as he sent his first letter, I request that you will also guard him 
against any misconception concerning your opinion as to the equity of 
my case; otherwise you will see that your entering into this stage of 
the business, and not going through with it, may do me essential 
mischief. 

I am^ my dear Lord, 

You/s sincerely, 

Henry Flood. 



LETTER XC. 

Duke of Chandos to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Chandos House, 22rf April, 1 784. 

THE Duke of Chandos makes his compliments to Mr. Flood, and 
Lord Bellamont having done him the honour of delivering Mr. Flood's 
letter of the 15th to him on the 19th, troubles him with a few lines in 
answer. As it was the Didsie's wish to be correct in what he said, he 
thought it would be equally satisfactory to Mr. Flood, as to himself, to 
have the relation of the original grounds of recommending Mr. Flood 
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«t Winchester stated by a thiitl person who iMs present, ^d the 
Ddce conceives what dien passed to be material^ i>ecaH8e ibe new 
intended to pledge or bind hims^ to a greater 'extent than he did «t 
diat time, if Mr. Gamon's name was vot then mentioned, Ae Did»e 
repeatedly declared that he conld not assist Mr. Flood Ht Winofaest^ 
for a longer period dian that Parliamenty consistent with bis own iriews 
«nd engagements towards his own own family and coimectionsw Ite 
Dcdce assures Mr. Flood, that he nerer had the smallest idea l^at ht 
conld have any pretence to contronl or animadvert on Mr. Flood"^ 
Ptsrliamentary conduct ; and nothing conld be further £r(Hn his iatiBntiM!i 
than from any expression to give him the least degree of offence, or ^dJBIfr 
any thing that could be injurious to his feelings. 

The Doke cannot help repeating what he said in his former letter ; 
that he never meant to pledge himself to recommend Mr. Flood to 
Winchester for a longer period than the last Parliament ; and that even 
had it been otherwise, the Doke could not effectually have recommend- 
ed Mr. Flood at this time to the City of Winchester: for the 
consequence would most certainly have been the ruin of his interest 
there, as most of his friends were determined not to re-elect Mr. Flood. 
This last reason alone the Doke knows Mr. Flood himself (if he had 
been upon the spot) would have deemed sufficient, and Mr. Flood may 
be convinced of the fact, on the slightest enquiry. 

The Duke most certainly would have communicated with Mr. Flood, 
both as to his intentions and the situation of Winchester, had not his very 
sudden departure for Ireland (which was so much so^ that though the 
Doke had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Flood the night before he went, 
he either did not know of his going the next morning, or did not think 
it necessary to apprise the Duke of it) and the as sudden Dissolution of 
Parliament prevented him. 

As soon as the Dnke did know of the Dissdlntion^ be wtote to Mr. 
Flood. 

In no pUrt of this business bath the >Doke ent had im idea <rf 
want of attention or r^ard to Mr. Flood; so ftr froUi it, ^ 
has always been hiq^py in giving hifa ev€Fy.>potliUe|iioof of both. 
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LETTER XCL 
Right Hon. H. Flood fo the Duke of Chandos. 

MR. FLOOD sends, his amq^iients to the Duke of Chandos : in 
answer to his Grace's letter of yesterday, he hegs leave to repeat, that, 
in his conception, the year 1782 has nothing to do mth the present 
question. Winchester was not then in object; nor was there an 
expectation of a vacancy there, unless it could be found at Mr. Flood's 
expence. Add to this, that notwithstanding any thing 1^ Dlike could 
^clare in 1783, yet, on his Grace's cfaan^g hi» purpose in 1783 acd in 
1784, the former declaration must fajl to thie ground of course. The 
Duke admits that both before and after Christmasr last he meant that 
Mr. Flood should come in for Winchester this Pasliament^ and that he 
never intimated a change of intention until he wrote to Mr. Flood, in 
Ireland,, a letter dated the 24tli of^March la&t. The new return for 
Winchester being dated the 2d of April foUawing^ thus the iiiforma;tion 
was of no possible avail. 

Mn Flood left London suddenly ; he staid to the last moiaeot, till 
he was sent for express^ and till he was near being too late for the 
business to whicbhe was swnmonedi Before he stepped into his chaise, 
he wrote to the Duke, it being too early to see him : and several days 
before he bad infonned his Grace that he must soon go^for a short time 
to Ireland ; he could not name the day or hour. 

Mr. Flood left London the 5th of March last ; the Duke might have 
communicated a change of sentiments by letter, as- well as in 
conversation ; but though his Grace did write to Mr. Flood on the 10th 
of March, he never intimated any such change. Mr. Flood cannot 
doubt the Duke's influence at Winchester ; neither can he doubt his 
Grace's opportunities to obtain a^soecwdaneum at Mr. Flood's eipence ; 
and it is impossible for him to add more for the removal of difficulty 
or doubt. 

April 23, 1784, Cleveland Raw. 

V 



Digitized by 



Google 



154 LETTERS' TO TBE RIGHT HON. HENRY FLOOD. 



LETTER XCII. 

Lord Bellamont to the Right Hon, H. Fjuood. 

Dear Flood, 

I HAVE this day taken leave at St. James's : I need not tell you I 
shall not think of moving nntil I have taken leave of you. I am this 
moment going upon business preparatory to my departure, but shall be 
returned by ten o'clock. I will write you a line when I have disposed 
matters for setting out, if I do not hear from you in the mean time, 
that I. may not at all events miss you. I would to God you would 
allow me to see you to any purpose of my anxious wishes, for that 
which I still do, as I unremittingly have conceived to constitute your 
real dignity. 

Your sincere friend, 

Bellamont. 

Charles Street , Friday evening y 
23d April, 1784- 
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LETTER XCIIL 

Right Hon. H. Flood to Lord Bellamont. 

My, dear Lord^ 

I NEED not tell yoa that I should be happy to see you on any 
other subject. But as you have relinquished Ais subject at a time and 
in a manner which I must be free to say I cannot approve, I am sure you 
will excuse me for not resuming it with you. 

I am, my dear L6rd, 

Your's sincerely, 

Henrt Flood. 
April 23, 1784, half past ten o'clock. 



LETTER XCIV. 

Duke of Chandos to the Bight Hon. H. Flood. 

Mmchenden House, 26 April, 1784. 
THE Duke of Chandos makes his compliments to Mr. Flood, and is 
favoured with his letter of the 23d. The Duke cannot but regard the 
transaction of the ye^r 1782 as the basis of every thing which has 
passed since. 

u2 
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The Duke, in a former letter, admitted that abont Christmas, when 
he imagined a Dissolution was likely to happen immediately, he was 
inclined to recommend Mr. Flood for Winchester, though he never 
had engaged so to do : and his reason was, that he thought at that time, 
if Mr. Flood could be accommodated with a Seat^ he might probably come 
into Office, and that there might at thai moment be no other means of 
his getting a Seat : therefore^ under that pressing circumstance^ he would 
have trusted to Mr. Flood's giving up bis seat at Winchester, as soon as 
he could have got another Seat for himself, rather than he should have 
risked coming into place. 

Mr. Flood's not coming into Office, and tbe Parliament not being 
ftssolved, certainty altered the case. 

The Duke has some reason to liiink, that it was Mr. Flood's opinion, 
as well as his own, that as llhe Parliament was not dissolved before he 
went to Ireland in Marcl^ that the Dissolution would not take place till 
the summer. This was the reason that the Duke did not communicate 
with Mr. Flood on the sulagect of Winchester by letter. 

The Duke never could think of endeavouring to obtain a perpetuity 
at Winchester for Mr. Flood,, to the prejudice of his own family^ or 
that any of them should be brought into Parliament at Mr. Flood's 
expence. The Duke meant to accommodate Mr. Flood for the remainder 
of the last Parliament ; but must repeat^ that he never looked upon 
himself asunder any engagement rdative to a new one: and cannot 
conceive it possible, that the friendly disposition alluded to above, 
under very pressing circumstances, can ever be constrained into a new 
engagement. 

Having said this, the Duke begs to repeat what he said in his former 
letter, that he will be v«ry happy to assist Mr. Flood's wishes, relative 
to his obtaining a Seat, to the utmost of his power. 
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LETTEH XCV. 
Lord Bellamont to the Right Hwi. H. Flood. 

CAor/es ^'/reef, Berkeljf Square^ 27th April, 1784. 
Dear Floods 
IN Tonr letter of die 2M, iMt., you vugg^t to me tSonbtg, i^M^ by 
havikig dedioed to be the vdbide of commtiiiitetion between tb^ Dkiker 
of Chimdos and yotb I may polsftly gire rise to conjectwre itijtui^M 
to yoa : yon foond tbose doab(» npbti my having been the beaner 0! 
your lett» to die Dnke, in answw t6 hie Grace's letter to yon of die 
ISdi imt. I cannot think of setting ont for Ireland Without satisfying 
yovr doubts, aldiough the p«ridd» at whidi I consented tb be the 
bearer of a letter from yon to the Dnke, and the sole point Which I 
nndertooAc, vi^ that (rf^^^erenting n^fw dnftades to accommoditilin irotti 
thut letter, does, to my sense of tbingi, tsftctuatty pvechtde any such 
conjecture. The express principles upon which you applied to me to 
be die hemst of yow letter to tlic Dtbe was to prevent^ by toy 
peiMnal eommotiiaflitton of yotir lettef, misooneqitmi of wintb* The 
express terms upon whidh i consented to foi^ the bearer of your letter^ 
were, 1st, that I should be satisfied to die Mmost of niy undetetanding^ 
that nn word, seMettce^ or impUoairimi wos contained in your fettet 
HaUeto gite umbvAge; iuid> fldiy, diat I sbooU be furbished Widi 
satisfaetory matter of expliuiatiday if tmy uikibkvge shedld be taksn 
as toeny word or matter contained in il^ fiir whidi pnipose I keft back 
]ftMir letter with your hsMwIedg^ dmugfa coDtrary to ymt repeated 
aptiKotttioiis to me, from Tborsday ef emng die Iddi that yon d^rered 
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it to me^ until Sunday afternoon the 18th that I did for the first time 
desire leave to wait upon the Dnke the next morning. Yonr request 
to me went no £Eurther ; and I. repeatedly premised to yon^ previous to 
my consenting to it^ that I should set out by apprising the Dnke that 
I l!^ no question whatever to ask him, the sole object and entire 
extent of my waiting upon him being to satisfy him^ if any thing 
contained in that letter should appear to him to require explanation. 

Upon my return from Chandos House, I communicated to you in 
writing the Duke*s answer, viz. that it would require some little time 
to consider your letter with the attention due to you and to the subject, 
and that he would call upon me in Charles Street, on Wednesday 
morning. This answer, accompanied by other circumstances stated 
in my note to you, did, I conceive, leave his Grace and you upon a 
more conciliatinjg footing than you would have stood with respect to 
each other, if I had not been the bearer of your letter to him. I have 
thus fully performed every thing which I had promised to do, and have 
manifested my personal regard and friendship towards you, as also my 
earnest wishes for accommodation between the Duke and you, so far 
as I could consistently with my stipulated determination of not making 
myself a party in the transaction. I therefore do not conceive that any 
conjecture injurious to either party can possibly arise from my having 
declined the honor of his Grace^s intended visits or to be the vehicle 
of communication from his Grace to you, or fitmi you again to his 
Grace- 
It only remains to satisfy the question you have put to me, touching 
my sense of the equify of your claim. My thoughts as to every idea of 
claim on the one part, and of disavowal on the other with respect to 
matter of compact, founded upon previous friendship, and referring to 
habitual and confidential communication between men of the Duke's 
and your description, are so well known to you> and I doubt not so 
justly accepted and felt by both, that I cannot be at a loss to ascertain 
the extent and meaning of the proposition. I conceive it is as follows, 
viz. whether or no your expectations of being in case qf a Dissolution 
returned for Winchester cq;>peared to me well founded^ upon the groimd 
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of the Duke's message by yoa, to his Law Agent, to take, at your 
expeuce, certaiu necessary steps, preparatory to your election for Win- 
chester, in case of a Dissolution, as stated by you to have been sent before 
Christmas last; and not to have been retracted in his Grace's letter to you 
of the 10th of March, to have been also admitted by the Duke in his 
conference with the Gentleman who waited upon him immediately on 
your arrival, and to have been again admitted by his Grace in his 
personal communication with you on the morning of the day I first saw 
you after your arrival. 

The question, I say, being, as I conceive, whether or no your 
expectations of being, in case of a Dissolution, returned for Winchester, 
did upon those grounds aj^pear to me well founded ; and whether the 
Duke's intention of recommending you to Winchester did appear to 
me thereby clearly expressed? My answer is, they did. To which I 
am to add, that I remain clear and unaltered in that opinion, so long 
as those facts^ upon which I have formed that opinion, remain 
uncontroverted. 

I am, dear Flood, 

Your sincere friend, 

Bellamont. 
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miTER XCVI. 

Right Hon. H. Flood to the Duke of Chandos. 

Tuesday, April 27, 1784, Cleveland Row. 

Mlt FUXXD ^Oiida bin owiplMBievte to the Didi» of Ghandos: he 
liop^d h|Ui laat letter wopli bwre finished ibi^ evplanaiticai of this matter^ 
but his Gbrace's.answier of yestevday's date reqoiveei a wood. Mr» Flood 
hfta stated the traoaactioo of 1783^ exactly accoidisig to. the faot> and 
he leaves it to speak for itself. 'i?he Doke e:i|Mre98^ his intentioa, 
as well after Christmas as before, that Mr. Flood should come io fior 
Winchester this Parliament. Neither was Mr. Flood going or not 
going into Office mentioned as having any thing to say to the matter. 
This Mr. Flood positively affirms. Mr. Flood is free to say that 
intentions repeatedly declared in serioos matters, and between serious men, 
embc^rlcffig peraons of a certain description in concerns of depth and 
moment, affecting their whole situation, held on to the last moment, 
and until opportunities are lost that cannot be retrieved ; he is free to 
say, that in his mind, and as he conceives in that of all mankind, such 
circumstances do constitute a aesaus ground of obligation to all the 
feelings of honor. To those feelings in his Grace's breast Mr. Flood 
has confidently appealed, and to those feelings he wishes to give the 
freest scope. 

His Grace, he is sure, will be so good as to remember that Mr. Flood 
never has wished to occupy Winchester for one moment longer than 
until another Seat was obtained, and that without the smallest ezpence 
to the Duke. 
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LETTER XCVII. 

Lord BELLAMo;b(r tQ the Bight Hon. H. Flood. 

Dear Flood, 

THE word ^ Eqnity," to which yon object, is your own word. Being 
called upon by you to answer your proposition, it was incumbent upon 
me to state your proposition with precision. 

Had I taken upon me to state it in any other wOrds than your own, 

I might perhaps have stated, the proposition different from what it was ; 

in which case n^y answer likewise might possibly have been different. 

With regard to these words, '^ until retracted,'* I conceive you will not 

find them in my letter thus coupled together. The word *^ retracted" 

referred only to. the message of the Duke by you to his Law-agent, 

which you stated to me had not been " retracted"* in his letter to you 

of the 10th of March. With respect to a short expression of my 

opinion, free from the antecedent mattar in my letter, I conceive it 

would in no sort answer the object of my letter, which is to do justice 

to you, to the Duke, and to myself, by shewing the entire transaction 

at one view, so far as relates to me, in case any reference be made to 

me^ or to the circumstance of my having delivered a letter from yon to 

the Duke, in answer to his Grace*s letter of the 13th instant. The 

antecedent matter is necessary, to shew that I have frdfiUed every thing 

I undertook. The subsequent words, which you consider hypothetical, 

appear to me positive. 

Your sincere fiibid, 

^ Bsi'tAMONT. 

Charles Street, Berkeley Square, 
Thursday, 29<A April. 
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LETTER XCVIIl. 

7%e Right Han. H. Flood to Lord Brllamokt. 

Cleveland Row, April 29th, 1784. 
My dear Lord^ 

I HAVE received your £Eivonr of yesterday. As it appears to me, 
yonr Lordship need not to have been at the trouble of mentioning the 
word Equity, for it meant what yon express by that reasonable- 
ness in which yon so fully agree with me. One idea, however, I do 
not understand perfectly. You allow that reasonableness bn the 
ground of what has been a]lmitted, '^ until retracted.** I conceive, 
however, that you cannot suppose the possibility of a retraction's being 
either attempted or sufiered at this period. If you ever shall have 
occasion to refer to your letter at large, it will remain. In the mean 
time, a short expression of the sentiment in which we agree, free from 
the antecedent matter (as well as from those '' hypothetical words**), 
will be better for me to refer to — if reference to either shall be neces- 
sary— which I doubt. 

I am, my dear Lord, 

your*s sincerely, 

Hkvrt Flood. 
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Dulce of Chasi>m to the Right Hon. H. Fix^od. 

Minckenden Souse^ \st May, 1784. 

THE Dnke of Chandos makes hisk .compliments to Mr. Flood, begs 
leave to say that he did not mean to infer in that part of his letter of 
the 26th past, (alluding to his. intentions before Christmas and soon 
after) that he then mentioned to Mr. Flood the reasons of those inten- 
tlmis i bie stated {hem in 1m§ lettef tnerel^y tb ptt)v4 faib liot hari^^ an 
idea of pledging hiiAself, in any degire^> relative to a ne^ Parliaknent; 
much less did he imagine it could be eSspected ft'om hikn, at sdl ernmtt, 
to find a Seat for a new Parliament, even at Mr. Flood's expence. 

;lt is manifest the Dnke conld have no interest in this business, but 
a wish to accommodate Mr. Flood to the utmost of his power, from 
principles ist friendship abd regard. 



LETTER C. 

Right Iton. H. Flood to the puke of Chandos. 

Cleveland Row, May Isty 1784. 

MR. FLOOD sends his compliments to the Duke of Chandos. In 
answer to his Grace*s note of this clay's date, he begs leave to say that 
ai)y ide^'o{ Mr. Fleod*s going into Office could not have affected even 
the Duke's mind in what he said after Christmas concermng his 

x2 
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purpose of Mr. Flood's being returned this Parliament for Winches- 
ter; for it was said expressly on the possibility's being mentioned of 
Mr. Flood's differing with Ministers. Mr. Flood begs leave to add^ 
that the justness of his expectation must be measured by what the 
Duke did mention to Mr. Floods and not by what his Grace did not 
mention to him. Mr. Flood thinks it unnecessary to add to what he 
has before said : he has nothing to diminish. 



A Memorandum of Sir Lawrence Parsons. 

WEDNESDAY, the 19th of May, Mr. Parsons receired from Mr. 
Flood the following Letter, with a desire to read it to the Duke of 
Chandos, which Mr. Parsons did the same day: — 

" Cleveland Row, fFednesday, I9th May, 1784. 
^^ My dear Sir, 

^^ I AM sure you do me the justice to fedi that no man can more 
*^ lament the peculiarity of my situation respecting the Duke of Chandos 
'^ than I do, or can be more disposed to accommodate his Grace in 
*' every wish to rectify it. You know it is not the value of a Seat, but 
^^ superior feelings that actuate me. A necessity to vindicate those 
^^ feelings in a manner inconsistent with the honour of the Duke, I 
^^ should esteem a very great misfortune; I wish, therefore (as you 
*^ permit me so to do), to suppose it may be prevented; and if it should 
" not, I will give, beforehand, every satisfaction to his Grace for the 
" liberty I must take which my life can offer. 

^^ I am, my dear Sir, 

^^ Your's faithfully and affectionately, 

'^ Hrnry Floo0. 
*^ Sir Lawrence Parsons^ 
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^oir an answer to this the Duke referred Mr. Flood to what he had 
already stated to him in his letters on the subject of Winchester ; and 
added, that he was still ready to assist Mr. Flood as far as lay in his 
power ; and expressed a wish that Mr. Flood would wait tiH the Jhur^ 
teen days after the meeting of ParUament were expired, or till the 
opening of the next Session, as some opportunity might occur in the 
interim of obtaining a Seat for him. Mr. ^Parsons asked the Duke — 
If Mr. Flood was satisfied to wait tUl the opening of the next Session, 
would the Duke then return Mr. Flood for Winchester, unless or until 
a Seat could be obtained elsewhere? The Duke answered in the 
negatiue>. 

) Saturday, the I2th of June,. Mn Pacsons took the. same letter to the 
Duke of Chandos, with a message indorsed. Mr. Parsons had direc- 
tions from Mr. Flood to read both to tb^ Duk^,.^nd, on the Duke's 
ieBwing personal satisfdctiony.t0 apppint the shortest day^ as Mr. Flood 
was obliged to return to Ireland the week following. 

The message indorsed was as follows : — 

'.The within letter signified, that, as matters then ^^ stood, Mr. Flood, 
^^ if he were to deliver his sentiments, must declare, that the Duke of 
^^ Chandos, had wA^A dishonourably by him. It |s with great pain that 
'^ he feels this declaration is at length extortedfrom him." 
June.l2th, 1784. 

To this the Duke answered^ that he could only repeat whaf he had 
already said so often — that he was ready to give Mr. Flood every as- 
sistance in his power to procure him a Seat in Parliament. Mr. Parsons 
asked the Duke, Was that the answer he should take back to Mr. 
Flood? The Duke said he could give no other. Mr. parsons, th^n 
saidj be thonght it necessary to inform the Duke, as he might have 
something^^^Aer to add^ that Mr. Flood would be pbliged (9 leavf 
the kingdom in a few days. The Duke's answer to this was, that ij^ 
Mr. Flood. #ould furnish any friend here with powers to conclude for a 
Seat in his absence, he would do what he could to obtain one for him. 

' ' ' L. Par'SonsV 
June 12th, 1784. 
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LETTER CI. 

Lord Charlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

DO not be afraid, my dearest Flood, nor do me the injustice to har- 
boar the least donbt of my being capable of preferring any conntry 
whatsoever to that which yon inhabit* As long as the younger sister can 
boast of snch children as yon, and one or two more, selected ont of her 
nnmerons offspring, there is no sort of chance that the elder should ever 
prevail over her in my affectionate and dntifnl regard ; and thongh I may 
like well enough to pass some of my time with my rich and magnificent 
Auntj yet I shall ever esteem my poor Mother's humble cottage as my 
real home, and as the maternal hearth to which both my duty and my 
inclination will ever recal me. How very unlucky I have been in not 
arriving in time to find yon in town ; and how much more so do I 
account myself in not having it in my power to indulge my inclinations 
by accepting of your kind invitation, and by following you to the 
country ! But the truth is, that though I am now tolerably well> my 
health is still in so precarious a state, as to oblige me to a perpetual 
continuation of sea-bathing, the only sure preservative against that 
cursed complaint which has so horribly tormented me, and the dread 
of which still continues to alarm me. Were it not for this important 
consideration, though I never had any thoughts of going to KUlamey, 
J. should certainly see you in the county of Kilkenny ; for, indeed, I can 
by no means content myself with constantly hearing of you, though the 
universal applause of your winter*s achievements, which is from all 
sides echoed to me, might certainly be sufficient to satisfy a friendship 
less selfish than I confess mine to be. Is there no chance of buBipesa 
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calling yoQ to town ^ Indeed^ I long to see you ; nor is it posfsible that 
I flfaonld be satisfied with this distant method of assuring yon that I am, 
with the strictest truth and sincerity, my dearest Flood, 

Your most faithful friend, 

And afiectionate humble servant, 

Charlemont* 
Marino, July llth, 1786. 

My best respects to Lady Frances^ and my affectionate compliments 
to Langrish. 

LETTER CII. 

Lard Charlemont to the Bight Hon. H. Flood. 

Dttft/m, 12M iVcw. 1786. 
My dear Flood, 

THE renewal of a correspondence which has been too long inter- 
rupted, is much too precious to allow me to leave your letter for a 
moment unanswered ; and I therefore sit down to write a few lines, 
in «pite of a distressful and alarming weakness in my eyes, which 
renders the smallest exertion difficult and painful to me. I heard of 
your being in Dublin, and immediately enquired where you were to be 
found. The fruit of my enquiries was, to be informed that you had 
sailed. One would imagine that you were under the jurisdiction of 
Shakespeare's witches— 

«« Come like shadows, so deparf 

The English Papers have lately been infested with the idea of a 
Union; but, exoq>t from them, I know nothing of it; neither can I 
suppose it possible that any such notion can have entered the heads 
even of our present Administration. - When we had no Constitution th« 
idea was scarcely admissible : what, then, must it be now ? I hope and 
believe, however, that it is merely the inflammatory lie of the day. 
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grounded perhaps upon certain late British Peerages. At aU events^ 
the attempt would tend only to disgrace the Movers^ and to nuse a 
flame in the country. 

As to the Conmiercial Treaty^ it is difficult to say any thing, as its 
real contents have not, I believe, transpired. I have, however, generaUy 
talked about it to some mercantile people. Opinions seem divided : 
some few think it possible that we might send our hnens with advantage 
to France ; but I will mention my fears, and those of many others. If 
we should send any linen, which I think doubtful, it could only be of 
the superfine, the least essential: article of the trade; and if French 
cambrics were to be poured in upon us, that profitable branch of manuf 
fiicture would be annihilated. But the great danger I take to be, that 
if the French be favoured in the article of linens, other nations (the 
Prussian dominions, for example, and other parts of Germany, who have 
all of them treaties with England under the terms of the most favoured 
nation) migfat^ lay claim to the «ame immunities, which would be not 
only dangerous, but, I should fear, fatal to our staple and only real 
commerce. Wliether yon will be able to understand my nieaning I 
know not; but I send these ideas^ crude as they are, to one who is^ I 
am convinced, an unalterable friend to the constitution and commerce of 
Ireland, and whose abilities are equal to his wish to serve his native 
country. 

Adieu, my dear Flood ; — ^my eyes will not suffer me to do more than 
to assure you that I ^im 

Your most faithful 

And affectionate humble servant, 

Charlemont. 

I wish to heaven you trould give bs something better for the support 
olfour Injaqt Academy than your ippqey I 
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LETTER cm. 
Lord Chablemont to ike lUghi Hon. H. Flood. 

DuMm) S6M dwMy 1787. 
My dearest Floods 

AS you hUTe flattei'ed m^ ititb the hope of meeting you in the Norths 
I delayed writing till I conld be able with some degree of precision to 
give an adconnt of di^ manner in whitih iny noitbem progress 19 to be 
eondbet^. On t&e 9th of Jnly I shall be at Beltews Town Hili, 
but shall relHrtl iW>di th^oe to Dnblib ; shall set odt agaitt on the I5th, 
tihall be at Ne^ry dft the 1^> and tbe 17tb at Belfast, where the 
Reviews ladt thr^ days : tta the 2ttth I shall be at Derry, and shall 
remain there %Wt M ^hree dty^i ftolii thenl!^ to Sir Annesley 
Stewart^ in the CdnAty ^fii^^itegei, from wb«AGe> feifter a short visit, I 
shall pinM^ed t6 the Comity ttf Armagh, Where I harre many visits 
to pay, wMeh will fill np the time till the N«^#i^ Review on the 90di of 
Atigtitft i nhUh ]lieiiig Mtaclnded^ I shall retnrfi to f)ublitt. And so 
finishes my campaign^ prosperonsly I hope^ bttt stiH more so if I shotrld 
have the pltosnre of meethig yoo a;! any or all the places I have 
mentioned. No news stfirrii^. My letters fmm Ikdgland assure me 
that there is an implaeable animosity and vix))ei»t quarrel between Lord 
Sandwich and Lord G. Germaine. 

I have lately been much out of order with a weakness in my stomach, 
which still continues troublesome. Believe me ever. 

My dearest Floods 

Your faithfully and truly affectionate, 

Charlemont. 
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LETIER CIV. 

Lord Charlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Dublin, 21th July, lUhl. 
My dearest Floods 

IF Griffith still be with yoo, retarn him my most sincere thanks for 
tiie information he sent me of yonr recovery, for which I am the more 
obliged to him, as, by his alacrity in performing that dnty of friendship, 
he evidently testified the kind justice of his opinion, that every thing 
which concerns yon mnst at all times most iqtimately interest me. 
I received his letter during the hurry of Reviews, and had hot then a 
moment's leisure to thank him for it, and I now . chuse rather to write 
to you than to him, in hopes that your health may be sufficiently 
confirmed to allow you to send me a single line, which may vouch its 
confirmation ; but if writing should still be inconvenient to you, at all 
events let him add to the obligations already conferred by another line 
of comfort, assuring him that his last letter was not.only in the highest 
degree a consolation to me, but was honoured by the joy of armies. 
Farewel, my dearest Flood ; believe me ever with truth and sincerity^ 

Your most faithfal, and truly affectionate, 

Charlemont. 
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LETTER CV. 

Lord Charlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Marino, 2d August, 1787. 
My dearest Floods 

A LETTER written by yoor own hand mnst necessarily have 
afforded me the most sensible pleasure, since I look .upon it as a proof 
of yonr recovery ; than which, besides the private considerations of 
friaidship, nothing can be more desirable to me, whose rnling passion 
is, I tmst^ the love of my country, and of its honour. The body of 
the Volunteer Army is undoubtedly diminished, though the ' North 
still keeps up a very respectable peace establishment. I this .^ear 
reviewed at Belfast, notwithstanding the horrid weather, above 1800 
men, near 1000 at Broughtishane, and full 800 at Downpatrick. 
Their appointments and discipline are as good as ever, a certain sign 
that their spirit is unaltered, and indeed I believe it is unalterable. 
' The Royal Irish Academy is at present adjourned for the summer 
season to meet again in October, at^which time, or possibly sooner, we 
shall give the world a specimen of our labours, which will not, I hope, 
upon the whole displease you ; nay, I will venture to flatter myself 
that it will so far meet your approbation as to induce you to render our 
second volume still more valuable. Indeed we expect it from you, not 
only as a Man of Letters, but as a Patriot. As you will discover 
among the Essays a trifle, de mafaqon, I find myself inclined to make 
my excuse for it beforehand, assuring you that I produced and suffered 
it to be inserted, though conscious of its total want of merit, merely 
'pofwr encourager les auires. 

The Ladies desire their best good wishes and congratulations upon 
your recovery, joining with me in the most sincere respects to Lady 
Frances. Adieu, my dearest Flood : believe me ever unalterably 

Your most faithful (ind truly affectionate, 

Chaei«£Mont. 
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LETTER CVI. 
Lord CliAftLfiMOHT #0 fAe At^^ H&n. H. Flood. 

Marino, 15M 5(fp/. 1787. 

My dearest Flood, 

I DIDy it is true, £or§ft, to mention in my last letter th^ discoFery which 
has be^ made with regard to O^sian, which however is not, I believe, 
of that importance wi^ich yon seem to suppose. Doctor Yonng, one of 
the most ijagenions, learned, and amiable men now existing, in a tour 
to the North of Scotland, and to the Hebrides, ^obtained in Manoscript 
several Erse Ballads, of which he has given a literal translation : from 
parts of theae Ballads it is clear that M'^Phexson hm taken many 
passages in bis poem, though so strangely altered, and bedaubed with 
oraamenl^ so swollen with bombast, and disfigured by figures, that their 
simple origin is barely cognisable. One circumstance is, however, 
whimsicaji and curious, that wherever Ireland is mentioned, a3 it 
frequently is, the Caledonian has taken care to put Scotland in its place. 
I'hase translations, with a short dissertation, in which not a word is 
said against the Pseudo-Ossian, wilt be published in o\« Transactions \ 
and indeed, though their antiquity be certainly not very remote, yon 
will, I think, find them both curious and amusing, as weU fkom the 
simple poetic beaaties of some, as from die oddity and whinrneaUty of 
Qtbers. 

With regard to my paper yo^r friepdly affection will be totally 
disappointed. It is, tbaqk fate, far below criticism; and when you 
perceive how extremely trifling it is, you will do me the justice to 
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bdievc that 1 snfiered it to he iQserted merdy ivilb the ri^y^ #f 
enoovniging my diffidrait brethren ; and I hawtiie satuftftioQ ti» Aiak 
that it haa had the dcaired eflect* 

The man who can speak'like yon can alwatya write ( b«^ ewfttiMmgh 
I had the aMnrance and foUy^ MAiJdk Indeed 1 hvm not, to think siyaelf 
a wflter, alas ! the. vice vtrsa is not tme. 

AU onr compliments to Lady Frances^ and be^te me ever nn* 
alterably^ 

Yonr most faithful and truly affectionate, 

Charlemont. 



LETTER CVIL 

Lard Charlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Dublin^ 25th Nov. 1788. 
My dearest Flood, 

HOW it has happened I do not know, but, though you have written, 
I have not received any letter from you since your departure from 
Ireland, and even began to be a little jealous on dicrt aeeounf : and 
now in answer to; yonr Qommands by oar friend Parsons/^-rLord 
LongfordI not being in town^ I had mewrae to^ bit sisAe^ li^dy 
£lia8ibetb> wiho oopfirmed what I befoM balacved^ that ber bniifaeD had 
resolved never more to sell. She ha^, however, at my request wxittcn 
to Mrs. Gneville^ wlio is now; i« Eofj^d^ and wtU» aoao) ^eeoiive an 
answier eoDplanatocy of her terms, ndiicb S will tiikt can to travmib M 
yon. i harm dao employed sooM aetivet fiinids to enqnire elsewfaemw 

I ffloa not sure wA^ther I oagbt to waiL yon sncoevs al SrafoM^ bu^ 
amce it is* a fiiTooiibe objeo!, injr wifahesi mna^idt spite,o£BM^ coiiici^ 
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with yotir*s. An English Seat deprivea ns of yonr attendance in your 
most proper place. Yonr abilities are transplanted to a foreign soil, 
where, however they may flourish ; they do not afford, as they ought to 
do, a shelter to your. Country. 

Before your departure for England, may we not hope to see you in 
Dublin? ^ 

Your*s ever, • . ^ 

Most faithfully and most affectionately, 

Charlemont. 

The King*s life does not seem to be in immediate danger, though his 
situation is, I fear, most deplorable. 



LETTER CVIII. 

Lord Charlemont to the Right Hon. H. Flood. 

Dublin, 19tt Dec. 1788. 
My dearest Flood, 

I HAVE this moment received a note ' from Lady E. Packenham, 
with Mrs. Greville's answer to her application. She is, it seems, 
determined not' to make any engagement on the subject till the vacancy 
happens. 

In the present critical and' unprecedented situation of public affairs, 
however ardently I generally virish for your attendance here, I am 
happy that you are in London, as the interests of Ireland require a 
vigilant guard, who knows and loves her Constitution. Nothing can, 
in my opinion, be clearer than her rights. Freed from the slavish 
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bondage of EDglish Acts of Parliament^ she can never submit to be 
in any degree bound by the Resolntioiis, Declarations, or Adjudications 
of a Convention. This however must^ I conceive, be well understood by 
all parties, and especially by that with which you seem to be connected, 
whose genuine Whitish principles must prevent their entertaining a 
don^t upon this head ; yet, in the present hurry and confusion, 
watchfulness may be necessary, and where can we find a more alert 
watchman ? Our present Lieutenant must, I conceive, be left here till 
he opens the Session, since, till there shall be an Irish AdjiLdicaium^ no 
change can, I should think, be made in the Viceroyalty ; and when 
proper documents shall be laid before us, I -will venture to assert his 
Royal Highness will find an unanimity here far more perfect than (I am 
sorry to say) he is likely to find in England. What these Documents 
should be, is a question of some difficulty. Perhaps letters from the 
two English to the two Irish Speakers, supported as they would be by 
public notoriety, might be deemed sufficient, or perhaps it might be 
better the State Physicians should visit his Majesty, and make their 
report. This, however, I do not look upon as very essential, but 
certain it is that whatever is done in England, in point of Adjudication, 
must be repeated in Ireland. Though at first glance somewhat startled 
at Mr. Fox's proposition, it has I confess, upon mature consideration, 
greatly pleased me. Our Monarchy is, thank fate. Hereditary, and 
nothing but exti*eme necessity should induce us to admit of Election in 
any part of itw You observe how, in writing to you, I hazard all my 
ideas crude and indigested ; a certain symptom of that invariable 
firiendship with which I am 

Your ever affectionate and faithful, 

Charlemokt. 
Love and compliments to all friends. 
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Fi^cfl Sd. 68, 63, 6*, zniiht CamientSf for << J. Blaquiere, Es^." 
read Sir John Blaquicre. 
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As muck has been said of Mr. Flood*^ poetical ahUities in the 
course of these Letters, we give the following Ode, which seems to have 
been privately printed, having no date to it. 

FAME, AN ODE; 

By HENRY FLOOD, Esq. 

O MIGHTY FAME? 

Thon for w}iom Caesar, reckless,* fought, 
And Regnlns his righteous suffering sought ; 
What can the sense of mortals tame. 
And Nature's deepest murmurmgs hush, - 
That thus on Death they rush ? 
That horror thus and anguish they controul. 
Touched by thy airy power, that lifts the daring soul ? 



IL 

The Indian on the burning iron bound? 

By busy torturers compassed round. 

Beholds thee, and is pleased ; . 
And, with a towering frenzy seized, 
Tells them they know not how to kill ; 
Demands a torment fit for men to feel. 
And dictates some fierce pang, some more envenomed wound. 



z 
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III. 



The female spirit, still. 
And timorous of ill. 
In softest climes, by thy commanding will. 
Dauntless can mount the mournful pyre. 
Where a dead husband waits the funeral fire. 
No unbecoming human fear 
The exalted sacrifice delays ; 
. In youth, in beauty's flowering year. 
Serene, she mingles with the blaze. 
Beholds, unmoved, the gazers' bosoms heave. 
And takes, without a tear, her consecrated leave. 

IV. 

The hall of Odin rang. — 
Amidst the barbarous clang 
Of boastful chiefs and dire alarms, 
The warrior hears thy magic cry, 

lliundering, ^* To arms, to arms." 
Struck by the sound, behold him fly 
0*er the steep mountain's icy bar. 
And drive before him Shout and Pain, 
And Slaughter mad, the dogs of war ; 
Then, of his bootless trophies vain. 
Back to the hall of Death return. 
And brood upon the name which his wide ruins earn. 



The orator renowned. 
Foe to tyrannic outrage blind. 
At whose dread voice stood Macedon astound ; 
What moved his mighty mind ? 
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He saw the Grscian genius braved. 
And his own Athens half enslaved ; 

Beset by woes. 
By base, domestic, treasonous foes. 

And overwhelmed by arms : 
Amidst these congregated harms. 
He meditates the proud relief of death ; 
And, whilst the future he surveyed. 
Thus burst into prophetic breath : 

'^ My deeds shall sound 
^^ Through all the wondering nations round, 
" Wherever Freedom's honours shall be founds 
'^ And all my present ills shall be by Fame overpaid/* 



VL 



Long on the watery waste Columbus hung. 
When Nature now, with boding tongue, 

Seemed to pronounce his doom ! 
Famine smote the blasted crew — 
Portentous tides beneath him flew — 
Her aid the astonished card withdrew : 
And rushing to an untrod grave. 
Desperate, he seemed the abyss to brave 
Of Ocean's wild, immeasurable womb. 

vn. 

Rescued, at length, from Ruin's ways. 
In vain Iberia's thankless shore he sought, 
And a new world in triiimph brought, 
Envy, her slaqders lewdly brays ; 
His godlike toil, a ruflSan train betrays, 

?52 
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Pensive he paused— *— Rejected for mankind. 
And half his lofty thought resigned ; 
When Glory beamed upon his mind. 
And bade him ne'er bow down to sleep. 
Till o'er the vast Atlantic deep 
His saib adventurous he again unftirled; 
And snatched a deathless name from his recovered world. 



VIIL 

Brief is the fkame of mortal birth : 
» Wherefore the misubmitting mind 
Less brooks to pass forgotten into earth ; 

And, whilst to anxious doubt inclined, 

It longs for some etherial scope 

Whereon to rest the aspiring hope. 

Fame cries from heaven, *^ Be brave ; 

'^ Dare greatly, and thy name shall live, 
^ And thou upon the tongues of men survive, 
^Though death should shut thee up in an eternal grave.' 



IX. 



Hence that unquenched lust. 
In noblest minds the noblest deeds to dare ; 

That, should they sink in dust. 
Their memory may renounce this fleeting doom ; 
And, shaking off the tomb. 
May wander through the living air. 
And traverse earth with their renown. 
And ckernize their date by an immortal crown. 
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Tke subfect of Parliabientart Reform having been agitated so very 
Jteqttentfy of laie, the Speech and Proposititm of the Rigid Hon. 
Hbnr# Flood on that suhjecty ' as delivered in the House of 
Commons on Thursday^ March A, 1790, willj it is hopedj not 
prove unacceptable in this place j espedaUy as it is a specimen of 
Mr^ F*s Parliamentary Speeches. 



Sir, 

I RISE to propose a Reform in the Parliamentary 
Representation of the People. I cannot mention' the subject without 
making yon sensible of its importance : it is surrounded with 
difficulties ; some that are inherent in the subject^ and more that do 
not in reality belong to it — difficulties of private interest in the 
prepossessions of those who, having benefited by the perversion of the 
Constitution, are unwilling to restore it. To such persons I have but 
one application to make, and that is, that they will suspend those 
prepossessions till they hear what I have to propose ; and .then, if they 
find that th^y can do a noble justice to their country without a 
personal injury to themselves, that they will receive, or, at least, that 
they' will examine it. ' ^iThere is another sentiment which I wish to 
obviate, and that is, that it is preposterous for any man to attempt a 
Reform, in which, some years ago, the Chancellor of the Exchequer did 
not succeed. Bowing to the superiority of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, my answer is plain — ^First, that I have avoided the objections 
that militated most strongly against his plan — ^next, that the lights 
which he has thrown on the subject are a great assistance now — that 
his declared patronage of the principle^ as well as that of his Right Hon. 
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antagonist^ are a farther enconragement ; seeing that it cannot be 
supposed^ that persons of their talents and information^ who differ in 
so many other things^ shonld concur in this^ if it were not for the 
oyerbearing force of an irresistible conviction. I have to add^ that 
snch a principle, so vital to the Constitntion^ and yet so strongly 
opposed by private iiiterest^ is the very thing that cannot be expected 
to snoceed at once ; bnt that it is the very thing of which we may be 
certain^ that with dne perseverance it will succeed in the end. . For 
myself I shall only say> that I have too much confidence in the 
magnanimity and wisdom of this Honse^ and of the People of England, 
not to trust that they will rather consider the weight of the matter^ than 
the weakness of the Mover. 

Under these auspices I begin^ and will say what, but in d confidence 
in your virtue, I dare not say, that you are not the adequate 
Representatives of the People. That you are their legal representatives 
I freely admit, and that, as. such, you were entitled, as well as any other 
House of Commons, to all that was resolved, with respect tp your 
powers^ in the last Session of Parliament. And I appeal to the 
candour of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who, I am sure^ will 
readily acknowledge^ that the words " full and free Parliament/ that 
were used upon that occasion, were not used indirectly to anticipate the 
present question^ nor to declare the adequacy of that representation, 
the inadequacy of which he has himself arraigned. But I go farther, and 
say, that you aire not only the legal Representatives of the People, but that 
you arean highly usefnl and honourable council — a council, which in any 
other Government of Europe would be a great acquisition !-^But, to the 
honour of the British Constitution be it spokeq, that the British Consti- 
tution entitles us to something better, — namely, an adequate represent- 
ative : now this it cannot be, unless freely and frequently elected by the 
body of the People. Before I go farther into this sulgect, however, I 
must stop to notice a declaration of a Right Hon. Member (Mr. Fox), 
tb^t he was an enemy to absolute government, whf^ther in the form of 
Monarchy, Aristocracy, or Democracy ; — I go farther, and am an enemy 
to any two of those orders combined, without the intervention of the tliird^ 
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And though I do not distingnish between any of the three, so as to 
express a preference, yet I have a right to say, that as all jnst 
government must be founded in the choice of the People, and must have 
their. benefit for its end; so it is clear, that the popular order of 
government is at least as indispensable and as valuable as either of the 
other. Now^ vrhat is the popular order of government in the British 
Constitution? It is the Representation of the People; that great 
arcanum and wise mystery of our government, by which it so much 
excels all the governments of antiquity. By this principle, though 
scattered over a great country, a great people can possess an efficient 
influence in their own legislature, without being legislators themsekesl 
But how ? not by the shadow, but by the substance of representation ; 
or, in other words, by an actual and not a virtual representative. Now 
in what does actual representation consist ? In this, that as, by the 
general law of the Constitution, the majority is to decide for the whole, 
the representative must be chosen by a body of constituents, whereof 
the elective franchise may extend to the majority of the people. For 
what can be so evident, as that, if the constituent body consisted of 
but one thousand for the whole nation, the representatives chosen by 
that thousand could not, in any rational sense, be the actual representative 
of the people? It is equally clear in reason, that nothing less than a 
constituent body, formed on a principle that may extend to the majority, 
can be constitutionally adequate to the return of an actual representative 
of the people, and that, unless the people be actually represented, they 
are not constitutionally represented at all. I admit, that property to a 
certain degree is a necessary ingredient to the elective power ; that is 
to say, that franchise ought not to go beyond property, but at the same 
time to say, that it ought to be as nearly commensurate to it as possible. 
Property, by the original principle of the Constitution, was the source of 
all power, both elective and legislative ; the liberi tenentes, including at 
that time, in effect, the whole property of the country, and extending to 
the mass of the people, were the elective body. The persons whom they 
chose to Parliament sat in right of the property of their electors ; and 
the Barons sat in right of their own baronies, that is to say, of their 
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own property. At that time they were not creatarca of royal patent^ .39 
now. But now that the Lords are creatures of royal patent merely, 
and that freehold property is a very inferior part of the property of the 
nation, the national property is not as fully represented as it was 
originally, and as it oiight to he still hy the Constitution. The 
constituent hody is also defective in point of number, as well as in point 
of property. The whole n^imhea: of electors is infinitely ^hort of wfcat 
it ought to be; and, what is worse, the majority of the representatives 
who decide for the whole, are chosen by a number of electors not 
exceeding six or eight, thousand; though diese reppesentatives are 
to act for eight milfions of people. . A hew body of constituents, id 
therefore wanting; ^nd inntbear aj^ointment two> tilings ire to be 
considered; one, tHat th^y should be nnmeroua enough, because 
jiumbers are necessUry jto^^the spirit of liberty*; i the other, that they 
should have a competent degree of property, because that is conducive* 
to the spirit of order. To supply this deficiency, both in the 
representative and constituent body^ my proposition shall be directed. 

But I am told this is not the time. And why ? because, forsooth/ 
there are disturbances in Frapce. Nbw first I say^ that if those 
disturbances were ten times greater than with every exaggeration they 
are represented to be, yet that mass of confusion and ruin would only 
render the argument more completely decisive in favour of a timely and 
temperate reform here. And why ? because it is only from want of 
timely and temperate reform there, that these evils have fallen upon* 
France. They could not begin with reparation in France; there was 
nothing to repair : they did not begin with ruin ; they found ruin 
accomplished to their hands. Neither the King nor his Ministers^ 
knew where to find the Constitution* The Kjng- called upon the 
Notables (no legal body) to see where the Constitution was to hie found/ 
Not a vestige of it could be .recovered. They had lived . so 
long as slaves, that they had mileamed the Constitution; they 
were driven to speculation^ because practioe hafl vanished ; and 
hence all those calamities which have excited snob tragical exclamations 
here. 
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To what have the cdnvulsion!^ at forttier times in Eiigland been 
owing ? to the same want of temperate tod timely correction. Had 
the encroachments of the Tndors been seasonably repressed, Charles the 
First might not have mistaken those nsnrpations to be his constitutional 
prerogative ; and so the miseries of the nation might have been 
avoided. Had not the evil prac^ces of Charles the Second been so 
tamely endored as to enconrage the tyranny of'James, the last 
revolution might not have become necessary. I am no friend to 
revolutions, because they are an evil : I am, therefore, a friend to 
timely reform, and for this reason, that it renders revolutions 
unnecessary ; whilst they who <)|>pose such reform may be enemies to 
revolution in their hearts, but they are friends to it by their folly. 

Another strong argument from the situation of France, in favour of 
a reform, is this, that France will improve her Constitution. Now 
what has enabled this country to be at all times equal, and sometimes 
superior, to France ? Not her climate or soil, which are not superior ; 
nor her territory nor population, which are so greatly inferior ; it is only 
in the excellence of her Government she has found her superiority. — 
What follows ? that if France improves her Government you must 
restore yours. Again, What is your situation as to external danger ? 
France, the great object of external danger to England, can no longer 
give alarm : during her disturbances she cannot have the power ; and 
after her liberty is esta^blished, she will not have the inclination to make 
ambitious war. The better her Government is, the more rational will 
be her c<!mnseli9 ; the more rational her counsels, the more pacific they 
will be. Kings may hope for glory, and their Ministers and Minions 
may hope fbr plunder from warfare ; but what can the people expect 
from to ambitious wbr ? Nothing but an accumulation of taxes and an 
effbsion 6f bloodi N^w if a State of external danger would be a strong 
'aii^ument against a Reform, a state of external safety is as strong an 
Hi^tb^t in its favour. Again, what is your situation at home ? You 
orie notlti a 'state of despondency on the one hand, that might tempt 
you to a measure of despair, nor in a state on the other hand of that 
drunken prosperity by which nations are rendered ignonmt of the 
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present, and regardless of the fntare. Yon are in that happy medinm 
which is the best fiiend to sobriety of judgment, and consequently the 
Attest state for framing a rational and temperate Reform ; the only one 
that I would propose, and the only one to which I would consent. 

But it is dangerous, it is said, to tell the people of England that they 
are not duly represented. And is this, indeed a secret r Are the people 
of England in such a state of infancy, as not to know that they do not 
elect those. representatives for whom they do not vote? No; — but if 
ever it was a secret to them, it has long since been divulged ; it was 
proclaimed to them in a loud voice in the Middlesex election, when a 
minority was voted to be a majority ; a determination so iniquitous 
as to shake the fabric of Parliament to its base. What was the 
consequence? The House of Commons- in a moment of repentance 
erased the record of it, and stripped themselves for ever, of theh: former 
judicial power in elections, in expiation and contrition for this abuse of 
it. Now what was this abuse ? It was making a minority do in one 
county what could only be constitutionally done by a majority ; and 
the danger of it in example was, that it might be extended to other 
counties. But what is the abuse of which I complain, when 1 complain 
of the inadequacy of representation ? It is, that a very small minority of 
the people do now act for the whole in electing the entire representative 
of the nation. Now this is as much a greater abuse than the former, 
as the whole is greater than a small part ; and as one was expunged by 
the Parliament, the other ought to be expunged by the People. 

Again: This secret of inadequate representation was told to the 
people in thunder in the American war, which began with virtual 
representation, and ended in dismemberment. To the inadequacy of 
representation I charge that war. Profuse counseb attendant on 
unconstitutional majorities had left upon you a debt, which induded 
the Minister to look to America for taxes. There the war 
b^an; the instinctive selfishness of mankind made the People and 
Parliament wish that others should be taxed rather than themselves. 
At first, and until America resisted, I agree that this wish was 
common to the Parliament and People: but when America resisted. 
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and the measure came to deliberate jndgmeat, the people were the first 
to recover their senses^ whilst the Minister with his majority went on 
tomin* I say that the inadequacy of representation, as it was the 
cause, so it was the only argument that was attempted in justification 
6f that war. When the American esdaimed that he was not 
represented in the British House of Commons, because he was 
not an elector, he was told that a very small part of the people of 
Eaigland were electors ; and that he was therefore in the same state, 
in which an infinite majority of the people of England were placed. 
As they could not call this actual, they invented a new name for it, and 
called it virtual representation, and gravely concluded that America 
was represented. The argument no doubt was fallacious ; it was 
perfectly sufficient, however, to impose on multitudes, in a nation 
wishing that others should be taxed rather than thraiselves ; and who 
were in th^ habit of thinking than the Americans being an inferior 
species of beings, they ought to be contented with their situation, 
though they did not partake at all in the elective capacity. The 
influence of corruption within doors, and of this fraud of argument 
without, continued the American war. 

It terminated in separation, as it began in this empty vision of a^ 
virtual representative ; and in its passage from one of these points to 
the other, it swept away part of the glcxry, and more of the territory of 
Great Britain, with the loss of forty thousand lives, and one hundred 
millions of treasure. Virtual Parliaments, and an inadequate represent- 
aticm, have cost you enough abroad alr^dy; take care they 
do not cost you more at home, by costing you your Constitution. 

But the people of England have not only read this secret in the dead 
and decisive letter of events, but they have imbibed it from the living 
oracles of their ablest statesmen. When the city of London, the 
greatest and freest metrc^lis of the world, applied to Lord Chatham 
to assist them in shortening the duration of Parliaments, what was the 
answer of that great Minister ? it was this, that shortening the duration 
of Parliaments alone would not be sufficient; that ab^e it might do 
hurt; that the representation itsdf must be amended: and his 
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prap<MitioD WM9 to mfmp a fir^h portion of viganr into the representar* 
tive ItK^y by an addition of county ref^res^^tatiyes^ laairing the rotten 
Boroughs to drop Qff by time. . The aalbority of the bod^ both nAen a 
Minister, and when not a Minister, has been added to that of the father; 
The anthority of m^nyc^er of the most eminent men might be cited 
in addition ; Indeed of all except those who are wise enough to startle 
9t restoring, as if it were innovating the Constitution ; and who grow 
^namowed of abuses, proyided they are old. 

I juow: come to ^e remedy for these abuses ; but first I will remind 
you gf th$ objections thftt haye been made to the former propositions 
upon th^s subpept, because it is the shortest method of shewing that my 
proposition is free from them. It was not objected to Lord Chatham's 
plan, that it would make a considerable increase to thepreseiit number 
of Representatives ; but it was objected that the Freeholders were 
already represented-— that his plan did not give franchise to any of that 
great and responsible body of men who are now non-electors — that, on 
the contrary, it increased the disparity between them and the Free- 
holders. It w^, further ol^^ected, that this might happen — ^that, as so 
many more of the great interests in each county might be accommo- 
dated by this greats number of Seats which were to be disposed of by 
the same number of Freeholders, that those greater intereats might 
more probably combine — ^that the independent Freeholders might be- 
cpme less sign^canjt, and county elections thereby become less unin- 
fluenced and less cpnstitutioqal than, at present. To the plan of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer it was not objected that he introduced a 
new body of elec^rs, namely, the Copyholders. It was admitted, that, 
by adding them to the Freeholders, he had diminished, for so much, the 
objections that had been made to his fisither's plan ; but that, except for 
90 much, the same objections remained. as to that part of the subject. 
Touching his plan as to the Boroughs, it was objected, that to disfran- 
chise them might,, jbokdeed, be arbitrary ; but that to buy them out, would 
be to build rdbrm, npt on the purity^ but corruption of frauchise-t-^that 
the purchase might never be ejected— ^at certainly it mi^st be slow-* 
and that thp worst Boroughs, those of the Government, would never 
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resign, but would be comparatively increased in their importance by the 
resignation of others — ^that the Reform was to wait for the result of all 
these contingencies — and, at all events, Aat it was not to begin till the 
expiration of the Parliament, which had but just commenced; during 
all which time it would lit open to be repealed^ before it began to 
operate. 

My Proposition is free from all these objections; for it is, that one 
hundred Members should be added, and that they should be elected by 
a numerous aud a new body of responsible electors ; namely, the resident 
householders in every couuty — ^resident, I say, because that the principle 
of the Constitution is so strongly in favour of residence, that it ordain- 
ed that no non-resident could be an elector : and with r'eason ; first^ 
because residents must be best acquainted with every local circuni* 
stance ; and next, because they can attend at every place of election, 
with the least inconvenience and expence to themselves or to the can- 
didate. — ^Householders, I say, because, being masters or fathers of 
families, they must be sufficiently responsible to be entitled to franchise. 
There is no country in the wprld in which the householders of it are 
considered as the rabble : no country can be said to be free, Where they 
are not allowed to be efficient citizens ;— they are, exclusive of the 
rabble, the great mass of the People— they are the natural guards of 
popular liberty in the first stages of it : without* them it cannot be 
retained; as long as they have this qonstitntional influence, and till 
they become generally corfiq)t, popular liberty cannot be takeri away. 
Whenever they do become generally corrupt, it cannot be retained : 
neither will it be long possessed if they have not this constitutional 
influence ; for the liberty of a nation, like the honour of individuals, 
can never be safe but in their own custody. The householders of this 
country have a better right to^ consideration and franchise tlian those of 
any other country, because they pay more for it. It is admitted, that 
every individual of this country, one with another, pays fifty shillings 
a year to the revenue in tax. The master or father of a family must 
contribute, in proportion, for himsdf, and for each individual of his 
family, even to the child that is hanging at the breast. Who shall say 
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that this class of jtnen ought to be ocmfbimded with the rabble ? Who 
shall dare to say diat they ou^t to be prescribed from franchise } 
They maintain the affluence of the rich^ the dignity of the noble^ the 
majesty of the crown ; they support yoor fleets and your armies ; and 
who shall say, that they shall not have this right to protect their 
liberty ? 

I have stated the inadequacy of the representative body, compared 
with the constituent body, even as it now stands; I have stated the 
inadequacy of the constituent body itself, as it now is, compared witfi 
what it ought to be ; I shall now state the effect of this double inade- 
quacy upon the balaQce of the Constitution. The Constitution con- 
sists of three orders, one Monarchical, one Aristocratic, and one Popular ; 
the balance consists in maintaining the equipoise between them. This 
balance was lost in the first part of the Norman aera ; it was recovered 
in some degree after; it was impaired again in the period of the 
Tudors and Stuarts ; at the Revolution it is supposed to have been 
again recovered. Let us see whether it has not been impaired since. 
The Lords have been the most stationary part ; yet by a great increase 
of their numbers of late, they have carried with them into the Lords 
patrimonial and private boroughs ; thereby obtaining an influence over 
the House of Commons which does not constitutionally belong to 
them« But the great alteration has happened on the part of the Crown. 
And here, for brevity, I will appeal to the authority of a great Judge 
that is no more. Mr, Justice Blackstone has stated all the cautionary 
provisions that have been made to guard against prerogative ; he has 
then enumerated the various sources of influence which have accrued 
to the Crown in place of those prerogatives ; and the conclusion of 
such a man, a lawyer, looking to be a judge, of principles sufficiently 
monarchical, writing in his closet, and appealing to the cool justice of 
the latest posterity, is. What ? That influence has gone so far beyond 
prerogative, that, at the moment he wrote, the liberty of England was 
rather to be found in the virtue of the Prince, than in the strength of 
the Constitution. And what remedy does he intimate ? An amend- 
ipent in the Hepresentation of parliament, Mr. Hume, a prerogative 
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writer^ taking the same view of the subject^ has said^ that the entha- 
nasy of the British Constitution most be arbitrary power. What did 
the House of Commons say in their memorable resolution ? That the 
influence of the Crown had increased, was increasing^ and ought to be 
diminished ! Does any man doubt this authority ? Were they not wit- 
nesses of the fact, as well as judges of the proposition ? But it does not 
rest on their authority ; an act of the whole legislature has since con* 
firmed their words — they have been made statute by the Act of Reform 
that passed afterwards. But what has happoied since ? An East India 
Bill has passed, and a Declaratory law. And what is the consequence? 
That no man who has any modesty, or who ever expects to be credited, 
will deny, that by those laws more influence has beei^ conveyed to the 
Crown, or the Minister, than was subtracted by that Act of Reform. 
The little influence of the whole people on the representative body is 
thus noticed by Sherlock, a bishdp. In his treatise on the Test and 
Corporation Laws, he says. That, though the Dissenters were but a 
twentieth part of the people, yet if they got into corporations, the petty 
boroughs being so numerous, they might by them obtain a majority .in 
the House of Commons against the whole nation. In a word, it is 
undeniable that a great majority of the House of Commons are under 
another influence than that of the people. Jt is nonsense to call this 
a representative of the People: the balance of the Constitution is 
therefore gone ; it must be restored, or the Constitution will be xm- 
done. The only thing to be decided is, how it shall be restored ? It 
may be restored by opening all the boroughs^ so as to make them places 
of popular and constitutional election. But will private interest hear 
of that ? No. What follows ? That there is but one mode left for re- 
storing the balance, and that is, by an additional body of constitutional 
representatives, chosen by an additional body of constitutional electors ; 
either, then, this must be done, or the evil must continue : nor will that 
be all ; for, according to the nature of evil, it will propagate itself till 
it overwhelms what remains of your Constitution. Is the addition of 
members objected to ? It was not objected to Lord Chatham. It was 
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not argaed that tHe int^rity or wisdom of Parliament was confined to 
the nomber of fire hundred and fifty-eight. No; it was felt that this 
House b never tomnltaary bat when it ceases to be a public^ by be- 
coming a party> assembly. It was therefore felt, that, as by the snper- 
additioQ of such members, this Honse wonld become more a pnblic and 
less a party, assembly, it wonld, by conrse, become less tnmnltuary, and 
rise in dignity and order. Bnt if this be a serious objection, remove it: 
there are an hnndred boroughs that might be limited to the return of 
one representative instead 5f two. I do not propose it ; but I desire 
that you will either propose ft, or not object this addition to me. In a 
word, the People have lost their constitutional influence in the legisla- 
ture. Instead of having the whole, they are far from having a majority 
in their own Representative ; the minority is against them — ^and the 
majority decides for the whole. The House of Commons is a second- 
rate Aristocracy instead of a Popular Representation— •the pillar of the 
Constitution is undermined. It is nonsense to say that every thing is 
well, when every thing is in danger : every country in Europe was 
once as free as England — ^in every country of Europe it was said that 
every thing was well ; till they found that every thing was otherwise : 
they went to bed, saying they were free, and they wakened bond-men.. 

Let us not flatter ourselves that there is a destiny peculiar to Eng- 
land : she has lost her liberty more than once — it is our business to 
take care that they shall never lose it again. Machiavel says wisely, 
that no free Government can last that is not often brought back to its 
first principles ;— and why i Because the' excellence of a free Govern- 
ment is, to controul the evil passions and practices of rulers. What is 
the consequence ? Those passions and practices are at peipetual war 
widi such a Constitution— they make a constant efibrt to undermine or 
evade this barrier whidi is opposed to them. What is perpetually 
assailed, must be perpetually defended — ^what is incessantly sapped, 
must be incessantly repaired* It is nonsense to say that the English 
Constitution, because it was once the best in the world, can never want 
Reformation, A bad Government cannot easily become worse; it 
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therefore may aet waot^ aad oertaiuly doe&»ot deserve, ReparaticMi« A 
good Goyemme&t does easily becopie worse ; it is with difiiculty it caa 
be preseriired event by y%ilaiice ; aad^ of all things in the world, it bast 
deserves to be repaired. The Prq^sitbn which I make to you is pKacr 
ticable— tibat eannot be denied — it caosnot be denied to be eflicient — it 
;wi)t add a body of responsible ConstitnentSy of such number ^t a mat- '- 
jorityofth^ people may have the exercise of fianchise : thus it cuses 
the defect of the Constituent Body ; and on the Representative Body it 
will have this good effect^ that there wilkbe no longer a decided ma- 
jority in the House of C ommono^ nndcF aaother choice and another 
influence than that of the People ; it leaves every County, City, Town, 
Borough, Manor, &c. as it finds them — ^it molests none of the private 
proprietors of that which ought not tm be private. And what does it 
ask of them in return ? Nothing, but that they will suffer the Consti- 
tution to be indemnified, and the kiflttence of the People to ve-enter the 
Representative. To carry all this into execution would require but 
one short provision ; namely, that the Sheriff of each County be re- 
quired, by himself and his deputies, to take the pell of the resident 
householders of his county^ in each pmsh^ on the same day : thus this 
great remedy to the Constitution may be obtained in one day^ with less 
tunmlt and expence than attends upon the dection of a diminutive 
Borough ; thus the Representative will be chosen, as he ought to be^ 
by the People ; and, by shortening the duration of Parliaments^ he will 
continue to act as if he were so chosen* 

Montesquieu has said that a free People will pay more taxes with 
greater alacrity tlian a People that are not free ; and he adds the reason, 
because they have a compensation ig the Rights they etijoy • The People 
of England pay fifteen millions and a half annually to the Revenue ; 
this purchase they pay for the Constitution : shall they not have the 
benefits of it ? Every individual pays fifty shillings a year. How many 
enjoyments must every inferior individual relinquish^ and how much 
labour must he undergo^ to enable him to make that contribution ? No 
People ever deserved better of Government than the People of this 
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Country at this moment ; they have not only submitted with alacrity 
to this enormous mass of taxation, but when the health or the rights 
of their Sovereign were at stake, they gathered round the Throne with 
unexampled zeal ! Can such a People be denied their privileges ? Can 
their privileges be a subject of indifference or remissness to this House ? 
I cannot believe it ; and therefore I move for leave to bring in a Bill to 
amend the Representation of the People in Parliament. 



MR. FLOOD'S REPLY. 

Th£ Honourable Member (Sir James Johnstone) has desired that 
I should postpone my Motion for a century : did I think that I should 
have an opportunity to move it at the end of a century, perhaps I might 
comply. The Honourable Member objects Impracticability to my 
Proposition, as if it were opposed by the articles of Union. Undoubtedly, 
if Scotland were not to have her due proportion of additional Members, 
the objection would be just ; but I not only mean to give to Scotland 
her share in this additional Representation, but, for one, I would con- 
sent to her having a more liberal proportion than that which was 
assigned at the Union. I admit that the United Parliament cannot 
take from Scotland any of the advantages of the Union ; but no man 
has ever held, that they can add nothing to the benefits of it. And 
whilst I have the authority of Lord Chatham, to shew that the Union 
cannot be a bar to an increase of the Representation ; and that of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to shew that it cannot obstruct a Par- 
liamentary Reform, the Honourable Baronet must excuse me, if I prefer 
their reasons in favour of a Reform to his prepossessions against it. 

Whatever may be the fate of my Proposition to-night, I am glad that 
I have moved it. The subject was considered as dead by the enemies 
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of it— but the friends of it will now perceive that it is aKve. Had we 
suffered it to continue during the whole of this Parliament ill that 
swoon into which it had fallen^ the vital principle might have been so 
far extinguished, that the next Parliament could never have restored it. 
I l^ave given an opportunity to some of the most distinguished Mem- 
bers of the most distinguished parts of the kingdom to express their 
approbation of this Proposition. I have given an opportunity to a 
Right Honourable Member (Mr. Fox) to declare himself again a friend 
to an Amendment of the Representative, in those clear and unequivocal 
terms which best become the manliness of his talents ; aad I consider 
myself as eminently fortunate that my plan has so far recommended 
itself to a judgment of such authority, that he has not hesitated to say, 
that it is the best plan which has yet been suggested ; and to add, that 
the introduction of the resident householders is well adapted to give 
Representation to that mixed kind of property which is now become 
general in this kingdom. I am glad to acknowledge myself to be 
further indebted to him for having answered the objections of a Right 
Honourable Member (Mr. Windham), so as to leave me little to* say 
beyond that acknowledgment : in a superior tone of argument he has 
proved to that gentleman (and by a friendly voice) the emptiness of 
his objections; and therefore, whilst I admit with pleasure the urbanity 
and neatness of the Right Honourable Gentleman's reply, and the wit 
and humour with which it was replete, I have only to reiterate, that it 
was he, and not I, that assumed every thing which it was requisite to 
prove ; and that his speech was like a fair vision that captivates the eye 
by an agreeable illusion, but that vanishes before the touch, and fades 
into annihilation. So far, indeed, was the Right Honourable Member 
transported by his enthusiasm against a Reform, as to say, that if such 
determinations as that of the Middlesex election had been general, be^ 
would suppose them to be right. Now this is nothing less than to say, 
that right and wrong are but empty sounds, and that we are only to 
toquire what has been done^-not whether it ought to have been done, 
or no. 
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Tbere are instaates^ htmewr, Iti ^iath wit ieayl homoor^ and in 

which pmgnactcy and deganc^, ore not to be complaiDed df^ bat in 

which a certain bhrntness bordering on coarseness^ and eren illiberality^ 

may have attempted to nsnrp &e «ir. Who wonM have thought it ? 

The ghost of French tnmnit has again been excited, to conjure down, 

if possible, the dangerous spirit of RefcHin; and a grave Member of 

the British Parliament, in Hie gravisst of all possible harangues, has 

imagined to himself, that a Missionary from the National Assembly of 

France has escaped into lihis House to make the present Proposition. 

I am not a native of France— f am a citizen of the British Empire'^ 

I am a Member of this House. I appeal to you whether my conduct 

has been ibat of an alien or an adventurer— whether I have often tres* 

passed on your attention — whether I ever did so but on an occasion of 

impoitance, and whfether I then wearied you With ostentation or pro* 

lixity. I am as independent in fortune and in nature as the Honourable 

Member himself (Mr. Powfe). I have no fear but that of doing 

wrong ; nor can I have an hope cm the subject, beyond that of doing 

some service before I die. The accident of my situation has not made 

me a partizan ; and I never lamented that situation till now, that I 

feel myself as unprotected as I fear the People of England will be 

found to be, on this oecasicm. 

An Honourable Member (Col. I%ipps) has said, that a Reform is 
unnecessary, because, upon the last general election, the People were 
able to manifest their inclinations in favour of his friends. Be it so ; 
I never said that there was no such thing as a popnl^ electityn in the 
kingdom ; but if, in the miserable ilestitution of popular election Wbich 
now prevails, the inclinations of the public could shew 4!hem8elves at aSl, 
how mudh more would they have been manifested had the representa- 
tive been adequate ? Would the Honourable Member be sorry that his 
friends were stronger than they are ? If the position of the HonouraMe 
Member be tfue, he ought to be a friend to Kefbrm ; if it be not true, 
he might have sprred the observation. 

But I am in nothing more pleased that I have made this proportion. 
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than tbit it ha6 ffveia to die Chanodbr (^ the Ex c he cp i cr an bppar- 
tonifty ito express itiA persevering sentiiiMxit in favour of a Reform^ 
n0t<i!ntbstaBdHig he has moiled Ibe qnestioa of Adjtmmiiient fiad I 
seen that there covld be a circumstance m the present moment ihat 
conld render the restoratiM of the CcrotiitQtion improper^ I dwoU 
never have proposed it ; bnt I neither did nor can conceive such a pos- 
sibiUtjr : the time I thonglbt^ for various leasens, the foropeimt in the 
worlds and for this amoagst other8-**-this would have 4)een 'the time in 
which the Chancellor of the Exchequer's Re&rm tvottld how begun to 
ojaerate, if his- proposition had Aucceeded ; sand^ therefiire^I oodU not 
tlnnk it ui improper time to find a aobstiti^ for it. But every things 
it is mdj is veil: this is tr»e in a part, but t^eyottd a part it is Dot 
tmie. You ai« gravring in proflperity-^-4iiat is trellt bnt ymi are tnro 
hundred and forty millions in debt : all the genius of Admini^ratioti 
has not pointed out any mode for the effectual liquidation of it ; nor 
has any man pointed out the resources for another vear. Who will say 
that this is well ? I do not despond, however; it is not my nature; and 
I have thought too often and too anxiously on the subject, not some- 
times to flatter myself with a glimpse of such a possibility. But this I 
am bold to affirm, that the measures for that purpose must be so strong 
and systematical, as to require a stronger House of Commons than an 
inadequate representation can ftitnish. llierc is an influence that will 
always disturb every thing that is great, in pursuit of every thing that 
is little. This influence cannot live in a constitutional representative : 
such a representative, therefore, is the greatest of public blessings, and 
all public calamities are associated with the want of it. , 

The higher classes of every state are subject to be debauched by 
ambition, and the lower by necessity ; the middle classes alone can be 
depended upon. These extremes of the State are apt to unite to over- 
whelm every thing between ; it is the business, therefore^ of wise 
statesmen to render the middle ranks so strong as to be able to resist 
this union of the extremes. The constituent body is the political army 
of the State : an able general will make the centre of his army strong. 
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if he be in danger from the wings. On this principle, I introduce four 
hundred thousand responsible citizens from the middle ranks of the 
people, to fortify the Constitution, and to render it impregnable. Such 
meri cannot gain by convulsion; such men are too numerous to com- 
bine; and their position is a position of moderation, because it is a state 
of mediocrity. 

But the Chancellor of the Exchequer wishes me to withdraw my 
motion, and I wish to comply with his request ; but having satisfied 
my own mind as to the propriety both of the time and of the measure,and 
having been encouraged by the opinion of others, I feel that it does not 
become me to retract. It is not pertinacity, but an idea, whether erro- 
neous or not^ of public decorum, that interposes to prevent it^ and^ com- 
pels me to leave tbe fate of the question to the determination of the 
House. 



FINIS. 
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